


School Background

The school is supportive in the implementation of e-
learning and hopes to enhance students’ learning

motivation through the use of IT. The MOl is Chinese
except English.

The English teachers hope to explore effective
Teachers | strategies in the use of IT to raise students’
: motivation towards English learning & promote
reading and writing across the curriculum.

4 | . The students’ English ability varies. There are Students
Students é \ with Special Educational Needs (SEN), Non-Chinese

| Speaking students (NCS) and Newly-arrived Children
(NAC).




Aim of the ‘Seed’ project

& To investigate how digital texts with interactive features and tools (e.g.
images, videos, glossary, note-taking) can be effectively used to
support junior secondary students in reading and writing across the
curriculum

Objectives of the ‘Seed’ project

& To enhance English teachers’ knowledge and competence in
developing students’ literacy skills across the curriculum by:

examining the connection between English for general purposes
and English for academic purposes including identifying rhetorical
functions commonly found in non-language subjects (e.g. defining,
comparing and contrasting) to raise students’ academic content
and language awareness

selecting appropriate digital texts and exploring the effective use
of digital features and tools

designing suitable learning, teaching and assessment activities for
digital texts



Other Focusses of the “Seed” Project

Making effective use of IT in the =
English classroom

D ' ’ .
Project eveloping students’ reading /

llseed” N —
writing skills & strategies l
2015/16 & 5

Promoting Assessment for / as
Learning in the English classroom




Planning & Implementation of the “Seed” Project

Level:

S.1

No. of Students: 21
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Connecting students’ learning experience
between English Language & Integrated Science



Integrating the Use of the Digital Version of
Information Texts into the School-based Curriculum

English for
academic purposes

Information texts

English for
general purposes

Content

Language

Rhetorical function: To describe

¢ Relative clause (“which” / “who”




Integrating the Use of the Digital Version of
Information Texts into the School-based Curriculum

Designing a Cross-curricular Task (Tryout 1)
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; « Theme: Natural Selection | =ORC
Topic Living Things

Dream School . :
Reading-related strategies

~* Supported by the use of
\ - e-features

N\ | ~ Language features ' /
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Integrating the Use of the Digital Version of
Information Texts into the School-based Curriculum

Designing a Cross-curricular Task (Tryout 2)
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Making Use of Graphic Organisers to
Deconstruct Content & Language of the Texts

Natural Selection (Tryout 1)

“natural
selection”

extinct

will become T

1 makes it weaker |

then |

gives the animal a
disadvantage ® |

‘ gives the animal
| an advantage ©

then i

i makes it stronger or
i faster

has \L

] a better chance to live

the colour of their hair
or
the use of their body parts

change
in the features of the
animals

means ?

variations

No one is thi
same as
another.

Charles
Darwin

| has medium-sized ears J

Y

| lives in the forest

The Elropean fox

l has large ears to keep it cool ‘

; lives in the hot desert |

The Fehnec fox

has tiny rounded ears to avoid

getting frostbite

‘ 1

Iiveis”in colgi areas |
which

The Arctic fox

Big Bugs, Bad Bugs (Tryout 2)

Praying Mantis (Pg. 10-11)
i ¢4

playing man s

iti antenna
Preposion v Front legs
ac/,tor \N
A predator can

* blendinto (look similar
to) the background

stand as still as a statue
* strike fast

leg
Why is it called the “praying mantis”?

Their front legs are e Total wear button

* Itlooks like it is praying
* the most lethal weapons Withiits entlses

* like spring-loaded jackknives




Making Use of Interactive Features that
Facilitate Understanding of the Reading Texts

Reading aloud function to help
These three foxes have variations which . .
depend on where cach e, % students work out pronunciation of
unfamiliar words

Hyperlinks for explanation of
unfamiliar words and concepts

The Arctic fox, which
lives in cold areas, has
tiny rounded ears to

getting frostbitz



Making Use of Interactive Features that
Facilitate Understanding of the Reading Texts

Video clips (for difficult concepts)

Word explanation (with pictorial clues)




Promoting Assessment for / as Learning

through Process Writing
« Identifying strengths

(Content)

To describe the facilities and school activities of your dream school

- .—L ) [
_Our Facilities _\nfrg ace o Quinning Pooty o [heake Gnd 0. Ohoci
"ﬁ

'.

{ ) 4}—-' &, : .. M ¢ Y1 r ‘ :
AL e JUOUR IO LS Sl W AREL o) Ut iegs e’ W) ) e
—— I ——————————

- i J
{ A - , > ) ot hea'es e

S BT I ERE RN N TVERTS Ne B RV a1 ¥ LA, ) ~

S ANy Ly e « NI SrAnn AT &2 { nd
/’.‘/. LA RIGRTTY TS 9L A . et -;L.,,,,,;.,-~u1 S| AN A o Vo3P LN A SN0 IS A sl &

facilities

activities



Promoting Assessment for / as Learning

through Process Writing

(Organisation)
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Promoting Assessment for / as Learning
through Process Writing

(Language)

Final Draft
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Tense” to talk about

/ To use the “Simple Present \

» Things that are always true /

>

that are true now

Feelings, opinions &

preferences

J

-

\_

To make descriptions by using

“There is [ There are” to

talk about someone /

something

J




Promoting Assessment for / as Learning
through Process Writing

» Identifying areas for improvement

(which / who-clause)
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Promoting Assessment for / as Learning
through Process Writing

(Language)

First Draft

v~ Making descriptions by using

Tke coss wroth

I went / to tell You, My monster. N\‘-\
_ZI’\DMQM rohot) HeA hame. IS cosswroth He.

a Lj_tu\d. circle Aegd . He" (have 4&’94 6q ou\i cute

Loy\q amL Strong Amx&. T}\eq can )xd_p me  do | lanythi

He' )\nm ) srv\ mile bo&# and je he

*5 cate as a doy. The coss wroth is lke g brother~

Who CLLVTquS helps me . [he cosswroth which has strong -
hands o help me. He is_my ,&est_l&_&uani__&_aimgs

Dlau with e 1 like! X\Le
Jhis is mq MOhster . Cosswmtk L Lllae p(.qq

__Srom. H\e diane nd_ t_'tq& He C\ke Ja ball. He kue,

eges. He ﬂsss Listen to MLAP me. He &ve 50u.v—/

//\

wiék he ! It is so 5(mr\q' He a.Lvmqs i my bast :SneNL

(by Yu Zhi Kwan)

> Y.
> “as...as”
> “which / who”

like...”

The Cosswroth is as
cute as a dog.

The Cosswroth is like
my brother who always
helps me.

The Cosswroth which
has strong hands can
help me.




Impact on Teachers & Students



Impact on Teachers

« Explicit teaching of reading strategies

Making use of the Learning Progression Framework (LPF) for Reading in the design of post-
reading activities to help students develop reading skills and strategies that support their
understanding of the reading texts

Reading - ATM 1

Reading - ATM 5

Reading— ATM &

Reading — ATM 7

erstanding, inferring

[Understanding, inferring.

Reading — ATM 8

|appropriate

[Understanding Understanding and Understanding and inferring [Understanding and Understanding and nd
finformation and ideas in i i i ideas and i i i ing i i i
some short simple texts, [Sffeelings in a small range of |ideas and feelingsin a feelings in a range of simple  [ideas, feelings and opinions  ideas, feelings and
using some reading |short simple texts, using  |small range of simple texts, using and integrating a  [in a range of texts with \opinions in a range of
lstrategies as appropriatel | [some reading strategies as |texts, using and 'small range of reading lsome degree of complexity, |texts with some degree of

|Jappropriate lintegrating a small range  [strategies as i using and i ing a ity, using and

of reading strategies as small range of reading lintegrating a range of
i strategies as appropriate  |reading strategies as

rmation, ideas,

linformation, ideas, feelinzs
and opinions in complex
texts, using and integrating
a range of reading strategies
[as appropriate

[Pointers
{Leamers can. for example.

[Poizters
\Learners can. for example.

[Fointars
Leamers can. for example.

=
|Learmers cam. for example.

[Foiaters
|Learners can. for example.

[Pormters
|Learners can. for example.

identify simple stylistic
features (e.g.
‘personification)

| recozmise some kigh work out fhe meaning of |+ k " work out th b work | work out theliteral and  |» [ work out the meaning of [+ justify interpretations of
frequency words (= 2. words by using knowledge | words and phrases by and phrases by expressions lied meaning of words | W fizurative lanzuage (e e “witers’ intention by wing
you) i word nd (£ phrasal verbs and. and expressions by using metapkors) by using well chosen evidence from
relationships. formation (e g prefix, idioms) by using semantic semantic and synfactic semantic and synfactic texts
| decode words by using, ) and some semantic [+ locate details which supportthe | and symtactic clues clues clues
clues (e £ synomyms) main ideas from different parts - synthesise ideas and opinions|
relatianships conracted forms by ofatext follow the developmentof |+ zather distil and 3 lyse th presented m
comnecting them fo their |+ process some compound ‘main ideas and make ‘more ve | [ ideas, views or arguments and draw conclusions
| proces simple sentencd Full forms and complex sentences follow ideas by recognising ‘connections between ideas information and ideas from| W in texts
by using knowledge of simple text stzuetures and and information not texts analyse texts for themes,

9 ) . locae ing the use of ol by using - B interpret ideas and. intended sudience and
written Englich (e.£. b mg (=3 semantic and Iues |+ compare : writers” attitudes by
punctuation) chunks structures (e g list of and arguments in fexts by different fexts and draw their social

ingredients followed by infer of ch 3 E i and cultural implications
| follow predictable texts| locate specific information|  cooking s ideas in texts by using making notes (e.g. drawing|
recognising the repe: by identifying key words Tecipes) namative texts ith . Iy fortheme:, [+ analyse the use of different
use of sentence patterns and some praphic forms (ez.|  headings, using point form,| [ intended sudience and et type: in presenting 3
Follow ideas by +  identify mainidessand  |»  deduce information and ideas ‘mind maps, character webs) azd owa viters” attitudes by
| follow nd i of d syntact symbols) reviewine
signs by devi pl inthetext | clues |+ distinguish facts from - appreciate the rhetoric of
words with visual supp: (.. simple connectives, opinions " i basedon |+ use of texts by understanding the
pronouns) *  make predictions about the and syntactic clues information and ideas Som| [ snylistic featwe: in tests s of stylistic features in
| master basic book likely development of the texts (e the use of rhetorical texts and the effects achieved
(e.2. titles and names of identify characters, setting | text by identifying key |+ identify the stylistic features questions and hyperboles
and sequence of events in intexts (eg. fachbackin  |»  identify writers” aftifudes in speeches for emphatic
stories narrative fexts) clearly signalled in fexts puposes)
' locate specific informat - inferinformation. ideas
by recogmising. make predictions about the|  and feelings by using clues
format: (e.2. birthday in cloze proximity

Name:

Lock Tao Secondary School

201516

F1 English Language: Reading

( ) Class: Date:

Read the text again using the tablet computer and answer the following questions.

Questions

1

Who discovered “Natural Selection™
Charies Darwin

ATM2

Locate specific mformation, ie. the
nzme “Charles Darwin”, by
identifying the capitel letters “C” &
e

What happened to te “shortaeck” giraffes?
Why?

They died | became extinct._because they
could not eat the leaves on the trees. / They

died of hunger.

ATMA
Deduce information, ie. the
“short-ns

affes” no longer
exist, by using semantic dues, ie
the picture o the book cover md the
wideo about “Natural Selection™

ATM4

Deduce information, ic. the
“short-neck” giraffes died of hunger
by using semantic clues, ie. the
picture on the book cover aud the
video about “Naural Selection”




Impact on Teachers

 Learning and teaching strategies (Phonics skills)

cat future total

N L /

Natural
Selection
R

me correction dictation



Impact on Teachers

 Learning and teaching strategies (Making use of contextual clues)

What is a predator?

(e-feature: word explanation)
something that catches and eats other
things

(Refer students to the picture & the caption)

*  “Whatis this little animal here?” (fly )

*  “Whatis the praying mantis trying to do
with the fly?” (eat the fly)



Impact on Teachers

 Making effective use of IT in the English classroom

@ The production of digital texts provides the context for the
development/practice of creativity, speaking and writing skills & self-
directed learning skills.

@ The use of grammar games can engage students in the grammar
practice activities in a fun manner while helping them consolidate the
grammar knowledge.

@i The use of the polling app can enhance participation and interaction
among the students.



Impact on Teachers

with the use of the book creator
app, sovwe students were
willing to spend extra time on

mproving thelr own work,

With the use of the polling
e-platform, students were
wotivated to express
thewselves ana provide
feedback on their peers’ The use of apps for

work; the instant feedback, | developing grammar
' practice activities was

effective in supporting
students” understandi




Impact on Teachers

Data Collected from the Post-Tryout Teacher Interview

Explicit teaching of reading

skills and strategies, ¢.9.

Eﬁg:}‘};ﬁb %{)‘({f&?ﬁ L‘:; Zh::g tt was Lmapressive to see that
. studlents, whose English

ewhm:we R Lea’rmwg 2ed ability was comparatively low,

were able to manage texts of

comparatively higher

complexity with support from

The “Seed” project can
provide exposure for
students to Llearn English




Impact on Students

Data Collected from the Post-Tryout Student Interview

[ find it fun to read digital texts, ttis more The topies help wee Learn wore
Lnteractive, about science,

The audio clips, word
explanations, video clips
and pictures can help me
understand the reading
texts more easLLg,

The app can help me

practice my speaking
skills.

[ Like the voting game,
'ma maore willing to
participate tn the lessons,

tparticularly Like the
grammar /Vocabulary
games. They help me
reventber the language
items wore easily.

[ use the nternet for entertainment, It
| prefer using e-books to Ls part of my daily Life. 'm excited to
printed texts. use it in the english lessons, 'm meore

willing to do the English activities

which tnvolve the use of the tnternet.




Future Plan of the “Seed” School

@l Staff development

 Demonstration and sharing on the “Seed” project experience with
other teachers by the project teachers; and

* Incorporating IT into the English classrooms through co-planning
and co-teaching.

@ Curriculum planning and development

 Making adaptation to the existing school-based English curriculum
with reference to the “Seed” project experience;

* Extending the learning and teaching experience related to reading,
e-learning and cross-curricular learning in planning the school-
based English Language curriculum across levels;

* Introducing the use of digital texts in the school-based extensive
reading programme (providing opportunities for students to
produce their digital texts); and

e Explicit teaching of reading skills & strategies.



Staff development (During the tryouts)

@ Observation by other teachers during the tryouts

AT BE Do HI0IR
& K




Staff development (Post-exam activities 2015/16)

@i  Demonstrating the use of IT and digital texts through co-teaching
Wi  Cross-curricular topic: Living Things




Staff development (Post-exam activities 2015/16)

@ Introducing the grammar item “relative clause (which-clause)” to make descriptions

" T
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TN N = ——— /T

9 b 5
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Staff development (Post-exam activities 2015/16)

@l Students who have participated in the “Seed” project were identified as student-teacher
to support students of other classes in using the app to create a digital text




Future Plan of the “Seed” school



Introducing the use of digital texts in the
school-based English Language curriculum

* Making adaptation to the junior secondary school-based English
Language curriculum
* Introducing the use of digital texts in holiday assignments and the

extensive reading programme



Explicit teaching of reading skills & strategies

Reading - AT 1

Reading- T2

Reading-ATM3

Reading- TN

Reading-ATMS

Understandng (Understanding (Understanding and ingand Oderstmdingnd — Undesstanding infering - (Understanding,inferrng
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Shared Reading

€ Focusing on the part that students
may find particularly difficult

Supperted Reading

€ Engaging students to read some of the parts silently

S 2
/ Ql Semantic Q
Q& (Knowledge & e}
/ g Experience) 7
“‘ O / \ m \
( u'_ ( Reading for | |
=N Meaning ‘ “
| Wl
A Ly Graphophonic v
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Questions and answers



Thank you



