LPF Reading Exemplar
The Trouble with Oatmeal

Task Description

In this reading activity, students read a story which is made up of a series of letters between
two good neighbours, Lucy and Tree. They talked about their trouble after Tree had moved to
a different place bringing with her the family pet, Oatmeal. Students then responded to the

related questions.

Preparation

Before the reading activity, the teacher revised the text structure of personal letters with
students. To arouse students’ interest in the story, the teacher invited them to share their
experiences when leaving their good friends by asking the following questions:

- Have you ever had the experience of moving house and leaving your good friends?

- How will good friends feel if they have to say goodbye to one another?

- How do you keep in touch with friends you can only see once or twice a year?

- What will you tell your old friends if you have moved to a new place?



Learning Outcomes: ATMs 3-4

ATM 3

Understanding and inferring information, ideas and feelings in a small range of simple texts,
using and integrating a small range of reading strategies as appropriate

ATM 4
Understanding and inferring information, ideas and feelings in a range of simple texts,
using and integrating a small range of reading strategies as appropriate

Questions When students respond to the

questions appropriately, they can:

Read up to Chapter 2 for Questions 1 to 5.

1. To Lucy, Tree was: ATM 4
(Write down one sentence that tells you the « deduce the ideas that Lucy and
answer.) Tree are friends, neighbours and
classmates by using semantic and

M a. afriend syntactic clues, e.g. ‘... we’d

‘... we’d shared our ““special’ things...” shared our “special” things...’,
O b. ateacher ‘We’d lived next door...’, “We’d
A c. aneighbour always sat together at school...’

‘We’d lived next door...”
A d. aclassmate
‘We’d always sat together at school ...’

2. After Tree had gone, Lucy felt that she had nothing | ATM 3
inside like the house next door. « identify simple stylistic features

e.g. similes in ‘I felt as empty

inside as the house next door.’

3. Was it easy for Tree to put everything into their ATM 4
car? Why / why not? «  work out the meaning of the word
‘crammed’ by using semantic and
No. Tree and her mum crammed the rest of their syntactic clues, e.g. ... the rest of
belongings, including Oatmeal, into their car. / their belongings, including
Tree had to squeeze herself into the car. Oatmeal...’, ‘Tree was about to

squeeze herself into the car...’




4. a) How did Lucy feel about the gift her mum gave | ATM 3
Tree? Which line tells you this? . infer Lucy’s feelings by using
clues in close proximity, e.g. ‘And
Lucy felt surprised / pleased. “And guess guess what — all the envelopes
what — all the envelopes were addressed to were addressed to me!”
me!”
. infer the idea that Lucy would
receive letters from Tree by using
b) Why did Lucy have this feeling? semantic clues, e.g. ‘... all the
envelopes were addressed to me!’
Lucy felt surprised because her mother put her
name and address on Tree’s envelopes. /
Lucy felt happy as she would receive lots of
letters from Tree.
5. The title of Chapter 2 is ‘A Great Idea’. What is ATM 3

the ‘great idea’?

The great idea is using the writing pads and

envelopes from Lucy’s mum to write letters to each

other.

identify some supporting details,
e.g. ‘abig writing pad and a
bundle of envelopes which were
already stamped and addressed to
Tree’s new address’, explicitly
stated in the text to support the
main idea that writing letters to

each other is a great idea

6. Read up to Chapter 4. Has Oatmeal settled in yet?

Which sentence in Tree’s letter to Lucy tells you
this?

No, Oatmeal has not settled in.
‘Oatmeal is acting strangely, so we’ve had to keep

her locked inside.’

ATM 4

work out the meaning of the
phrase ‘settle in’ by using
semantic and syntactic clues, e.g.
‘Oatmeal is acting strangely...’,
‘Mum put butter on her paws...
help her settle into her new

home.’




Read up to Chapter 6 for Questions 7 and 8.

7. a) How did Tree first feel before starting school in
Steepleton?

O a. excited
57 b. frightened
O c. pleased

b) How did she feel about her school later?
It was what she thought.

A a. better than
O b. worse than

O c. the same as

ATM 4

. infer Tree’s feelings about
school from pieces of
information in the narrative text,
e.g. ‘I start school... I’'m scared
stiff!’, “‘School isn’t nearly as
bad as I thought it would be.’

8. What caused the trouble with Oatmeal?

Leaving the old place / being moved from her
surroundings/feeling homesick caused the trouble.

ATM 4
. follow the idea about Oatmeal’s
trouble in Lucy’s reply by
- recognising the simple text
structure of a reply letter,
e.g. ‘About Oatmeal...’ to
describe how she felt about
leaving her old place
- understanding the use of
cohesive devices, e.g. the
connective ‘also’ in ‘He
also said she could be

homesick.’




Extract from The Trouble with Oatmeal by Janet Slater Bottin (pp. 8-10, 13-14 & 18-20)

Chapter 2 After the moving van left, Tree and
her mum crammed the rest of their

A Great Idea belongings, including Oatmeal, into their

car, and came to say goodbye.
i,
e - A
=1

The next two weeks went past too fast.

Just as Tree was about to squeeze
herself into the car, Mum handed her a
big pad of writing paper and a bundle of
envelopes, already stamped. And guess

what — all the envelopes were addressed

to mel!

I dreaded saying goodbye to Tree.
We'd lived next door to each other and
played together all our lives. We'd always
sat together at school, and we'd shared
our ‘special’ things — like her cat, and my
little brother.

My brother, Brady, loves Tree's cat,
Oatmeal, and I knew he would miss
Oatmeal as much as I was going to miss
Tree.

B a

(Materials adapted from The Trouble with Oatmeal — Text by Janet Slater Bottin and
Illustrations by Pat Reynolds and Rae Dale with the permission of Cengage Learning)

I waved until their car was a faraway
speck. I felt as empty inside as the house
next door.

Then Mum handed me a big writing
pad and a bundle of envelopes, which
were already stamped and addressed to
Tree’s new address.

I said, “Thanks, Mum. Great idea!”
and ran inside to start my first letter to
Tree.

10

(Materials adapted from The Trouble with Oatmeal — Text by Janet Slater Bottin and
Illustrations by Pat Reynolds and Rae Dale with the permission of Cengage Learning)



Chapter 4

R
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Dear Zaag,

[ was so happy when youwr lotter came. [
wanted to write back sﬁr‘ag%f away, butt we ve
been 50 busy apackiig.
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(Materials adapted from The Trouble with Oatmeal — Text by Janet Slater Bottin and
Illustrations by Pat Reynolds and Rae Dale with the permission of Cengage Learning)

Chapter 6
Outneal is stit? &éawjgy fﬁr‘aw{y AY

The Tr OUble W]th | a?t‘;& she /MMZF and wiaows aroand Cike apartnent,

Oatmeal as (f she & last somelhing, Fnd she clinbs wp on
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have to watch that she doest T sllp oal through
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sound coof — ehe wante to meet poa,

Bitle lies two floors down with her ded

Sohoof ien t arw{? as bad as [ thought it
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(Materials adapted from The Trouble with Oatmeal — Text by Janet Slater Bottin and
Illustrations by Pat Reynolds and Rae Dale with the permission of Cengage Learning)

wice U more!




Chapter 7

All Sorts

Py 85
Dmr TF‘!!‘

Billie sounds nice. J"d‘ like to meet her
too, and | wish | could see YOU ..

About Oatmeal: Dad said she mighf be
freakbed out about leaving her old place
What he arfua”g said was: She could be

traumatised about bn‘nﬂ moved from her

familiar surroundmgs.-

PARENTSII
He also said she could be homesick.

(Materials adapted from The Trouble with Oatmeal — Text by Janet Slater Bottin and
Illustrations by Pat Reynolds and Rae Dale with the permission of Cengage Learning)



