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(Pre-viewing)

A) What does the word “Survival” mean to you?

Before

(Human

1) A “survivor” might have had a/an

experience.

N /

/ Wildlife N\

2) If an animal/a plant “survives”, it might

have “survived” from

\ in the environment. J

B) Play the video with the screen off and listen to the poem “Survival”.

1) Focus on the sound effects and audio elements and identify the setting of the poem.

After

Human \

3) What will happen if someone “survives”?
Give examples.

\_ J
/ Wildlife )

4) What will happen if an animal/a plant
“survives”? Give examples.

- /

Sound Effect Setting of the Poem (Where?)
(@) | () (i)
(b) | () (ii)
(© | () (ii)




C) Read the poem aloud. Try to feel the mood and atmosphere of the poem.
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15

20

Survival Gillian Bickley

Thank you trees for Eeing there, for staying
when many (f the frienc(s you knew—

birds and Butterf[ies — have gone;

for f[oun’sﬁing, even; growing old

where concrete Buifcﬁ’ngs

are constcmtfy EHOCQGC{ JOWTI.

How brave you are to survive

ina Jo[ace where the air is fouf

and the noise unnatural;

you who should normaffy expect

to stabilise YOur roots

in humid ﬁumming forests,

alive with the smells cf

animal and vegetaﬁfe ﬁfe

(not the smells of mineral death, as here).

Tt is gooc[ to look down a street
and, amazed, to see you there,
solid and green and cool, uncom}aromisecf

6y the advertising _posters on your Bofes;
a Jaromise

that, since there was a past,

there may quite possiﬁfy be a future too.

First published by Proverse Hong Kong in Gillian Bickley's first poetry collection, "For the
Record and other Poems of Hong Kong" (2003), supported by Hong Kong Arts Development

Council



1) Where is the poem set?

Past Present

2) Read Stanza 2 again. Identify the imagery based on the different senses described in the stanza.

(b)

Heanng

)

Sight SmeII

d) What is the challenge faced by the trees?

(While-viewing)
D) Watch the video “Survival”.

1) What is the poet’s attitude towards the trees? Quote examples from the poem to justify your choice.

(a) fearful /Examples from the poem: \

(b) grateful
(c) indifferent
(d) critical

HinEN




2) Refer to the excerpt below (Video Time: 00:20-01:37).

" R R g

for ffoum’sﬁing, even; growing old
5 where concrete Eui[cfings

are constcmt[y Enocéecf C[OWH.

Background | Foreground
(a) Identify the visual (i) Slow / Fast * -‘ ssssas (if) Moving / Still *
effects used in the motion is used 3 - images are used
excerpt. in the £ = in the
background. el by g = foreground.
ases888sn

(b) What is the use of | The visual effect shows the changes | Despite the changes happening in the

these visual in the (1) surroundings, the trees still

effects? over time. It includes different (111)

human activities which are

(i1) to the trees.

(c) What is the purpose| The visual effects help

of using these ® create a (i) between the trees and the environment; and

visual effects? ® highlight the trees’ (i) to challenges.

* Circle the correct answer.

3) Refer to the following excerpts. Identify the sound effect used in the underlined parts of the poem and
its effects on the imagery and mood of the poem.

Video Time: 00:17 — 0:20
(N BN NN NN

Thank you trees for Eeing tﬁere, for staying
when many (f the fm’end’s you knew —

birds and Buttetfﬁ’es — have gone;

lliFY . T R
asea88sn

Video Time: 00:41 — 00:47

ass . L . yOU WFLO SFLOU[&(HOT’W@[@ €X’P€Ct

to staﬁi[ise yOUT’ roots

in humid ﬁumming forests,




ly

Sound Effect

It creates a vivid The use of (a) It creates a (c)

image of (b)

atmosphere.

4) Describe the relationship between the poet and the trees. Support your answer with reasons.

-

The poet sees the trees as . The reasons are as follows:

.

5) Refer to the excerpt below (Video Time: 01:15-01:27) and analyse the poet’s attitude.

20 a Joromise

that, since there was a past,

there may cluite j)ossiﬁfy be a future too.

(@) The poet is about the future.

(b) What does the word “promise” (Line 20) symbolise?




(c) Explain the use of the three hedging words “may quite possibly” (Line 22) near the end of
the poem.

(d) What do the shooting stars appearing near the end of the video symbolise? Explain your
answers.

(Post-viewing)

E) Think about a time when you faced a challenging situation, much like the trees’ resilience
to survive in a difficult environment in the poem.

1) Write a letter to your future self. Describe a specific
moment when you felt tested or overwhelmed. How did
you feel at that time?

My
F 2) Reflect on how you managed to overcome or cope with
uture that challenge. Did you draw strength from friends,
family, or your own inner resources?
Self oy

3) Encourage your future self with the lessons you learnt

(9 ) from the experience.




