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Introduction

This pamphlet aims to help parents understand how to support their children at
primary level to learn English effectively. The following aspects are covered:

* Roles of parents

* Fun ways to learn English

* The “recipe” for reading English books effectively with children
* Myths and facts about learning English

* Making good use of community resources

Roles of parents @
Parents can serve

 as role models: setting a good example, for instance, reading regularly and
being keen learners themselves;

¢ as supporters: helping their children set learning goals; placing English
reading materials within reach of their children; making English reading and
writing a part of their daily lives; showing appreciation for their children’s
participation in extra-curricular activities that facilitate English language
learning; and

« as participants: using English in their daily lives, e.g. watching movies and
reading recipes in English with their children; arranging a family reading time
to read storybooks with their children; joining the learning activities organised
by their children’s school.

Fun ways to learn English @

Parents can make good use of daily interactions to facilitate their children’s

language development. They can

« read English books with their children and help extend their children’s reading
experience to writing, e.g. asking their children to write a mini book on a
related topic;

« widen their children’s exposure to English through pleasurable activities, e.g.
while going on an outing or strolling in the park, draw their children’s attention
to the names of roads/streets in English;

* make good use of daily situations, e.g. preparing a shopping list with their
children before shopping and reading the names and information of the
products in English after returning home;

e play games with their children, e.g. guessing games and role-play; and

e sing songs and participate in cultural activities with their children.



The “recipe” for reading
English books
effectively with children

Tips for choosing books

e Choose books that children like without worrying about them being too
simple. Do not force children to read books that they do not like even if those
are “must-read” books.

e Ensure that the content, language and illustrations are suitable.

» Choose books that are suitable for slightly older children if they are read aloud
and explained to children. For children’s independent reading, easy and
level-appropriate books should be chosen.

Keys to parent-child reading
* Read the whole story once before reading it aloud to children.

» Discuss with children the book cover, illustrations and the text while reading
aloud.

» Use a natural speed to read aloud the story. Change the tone to suit the
characters and the story plot. Use imagination and facial expressions to
convey meanings.

 Children tend to like reading/listening to the same story many times. When
reading the same story again, invite children to read aloud part of the story or
adapt the story plot to increase their interest in reading.

Encouraging children to read

¢ Independent reading: Parents can make available at home easy-to-read
books and books they have read with their children to encourage them to read
independently.

¢ Reading aloud: Children who have acquired some skills and experience in
reading may become interested in telling stories. Parents should listen to their
children reading patiently. Instead of correcting the mispronunciations
immediately, they should wait and see if their
children can self-correct the mistakes and
provide the correct pronunciations if

necessary. )

¢ Reading e-books: The technological ‘
functions in e-books such as
narration, animations and
sound effects can help
children understand the text
and enhance their interest in
reading.




How to discuss the book content with children

The interaction between parents and children during parent-child reading can
enhance children’s language skills, help children discover their interests and
potentials and enrich their knowledge. The following are some suggested
activities during parent-child reading:

¢ Prediction of the development of the story — As the story is being read
aloud, ask children about its likely development. This will enhance children’s
reading skills and increase their interest in reading.

o Stimulation of thinking and reflection — Discuss the interesting or
memorable parts of the story with children, encourage them to express their
ideas and put themselves in the shoes of the characters. Accept their opinions
and encourage them to think from different perspectives.

o Exploration of knowledge — Focus on and discuss the parts of the text
children find interesting, explore the problems, find the solutions, and guide
them to connect the knowledge to their daily experiences.

Myths and facts about
learning English

Some parents help their children improve their English in ways such as correcting
every mistake in pronunciation or grammar once it is noticed, requiring their
children to get high marks in dictation, and arranging tutorial classes for their
children. But do these methods really work?

In fact, for young learners at lower primary levels, fluency should be emphasised
before accuracy. Parents should encourage their children to participate actively
in oral activities and help them develop confidence in speaking English. Placing
too much emphasis on accuracy will intimidate

children and discourage them from taking risks and

exploring what they can do with the language.

Parents can provide opportunities for their children to
use English in their daily lives, encourage them to
read extensively and to connect their reading
experience with the learning at school. In addition,
parents can participate in lively and interesting
activities with their children such as playing games
and singing songs.
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Making good use ‘%E"
of community resources W

Learning English takes place not only at school and in the family, but also in the

community. Parents can make good use of community resources to help their

children learn English in an enjoyable way:

» Using facilities/joining activities provided by public libraries, e.g. participating
in storytelling sessions by children’s book writers and Native-speaking English
Teachers

» Using multi-media resources, e.g. Educational Television (ETV) programmes
and other quality e-learning resources
» Drawing children’s attention to the English/bilingual information in shopping
malls and in the streets
e Participating in parent-child activities organised by non-governmental
organisations, e.g.
® Bring Me A Book Hong Kong: https://www.bringmeabook.org.hk/
® Hans Andersen Club: https://www.hac.org.hk/html/en_ab.php
« Bringing children to book stores or book exhibitions and letting them choose
the books they like

« Visiting museums to understand the themes of the exhibitions and enrich
knowledge

Concluding remarks @

Every child is unique. Their strengths and developmental progress are different.
Parents should work out appropriate learning goals with their children and give
them space to make progress according to their abilities and pace. To help
children along the path of English learning, parents should provide opportunities
for their children to use English in their daily lives and develop good reading
habits. In such a way, they will learn English naturally, and over time, their English
will improve.
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