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Introduction

It is, in general, parents’ wish to nurture their children to be
competent and successful. With regard to English learning,
how can parents help children understand their learning
progress, learn effectively and gradually become self-directed
learners through English assignments, dictation and assessment?

This pamphlet aims to provide parents with more tips on learning
English effectively at the primary level. The following aspects are
covered:

v/ clarifying myths about English assignments, dictation and
assessment;

¢/ understanding the roles of parents in children’s assignments,
dictation and assessment; and

¢/ cultivating positive attitudes and habits of active learning in
children.

5,;-! @ @' Clarifying myths about assignments

N 'b .
] Only pen-and-paper assignments can help parents understand
their children’s progress in English learning?

-ij-CurrentIy, the types of assignments are increasingly diversified. In the
English subject, apart from regular pen-and-paper assignments, there
are other types of assignments (e.g. reading aloud poems, giving a
speech, listening to and/or recording audio clips). Many schools provide
interesting and challenging English assignments (e.g. making effective
use of e-resources and conducting information search for

project learning) to foster students’ self-directed g
learning habits and abilities, and develop their

problem-solving skills and creativity. Therefore, parents
can understand their children’s learning progress
through different types of English assignments.




2 The more English assignments and exercises children do, the
better their English performance is?

Q There is no direct correlation between the quantity of
assignments and academic performance. It is the purpose and
quality rather than the quantity of assignments that count.

Q Mechanical drilling (e.g. copying English vocabulary
repeatedly, completing decontextualised grammar
exercises) does not reinforce children’s understanding
of the target vocabulary or language items. Instead, it
leads to loss of interest in learning English. Parents

should ensure that their children have sufficient time to participate in

social and extra-curricular activities after school to develop their own
interests, and get enough rest and sleep to lead an active and
healthy lifestyle.

. . “Well done! Y
3 To alleviate the pressure on students and their parents, can use didogues

in your story...”

schools should not assign English homework?

- Schools generally recognise the positive impacts
of homework on learning and teaching.

- Parents can learn about their children’s learning
progress, strengths and weaknesses, and provide
them with timely support and encouragement by understanding
the learning objectives and focuses of English homework and
making good use of teachers’ feedback. When children are often
unable to complete their homework, parents should understand
the reasons behind it and actively communicate with the school to
find solutions.
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:; Clarifying myths about dictation

] The higher marks children get in dictation, the higher English
level they attain?

®© © 06 06 06 0 06 0 0 06 0 0 0 0 0 0 06 0 0 06 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o

Dictation marks are not the only indicator of the English level and do
not fully reflect children’s English learning performance and potential.

efforts and understand their children’s 1©97
learning performance from a variety of 9°°
assessments, rather than over-emphasising 757
dictation results.

Q
“Q- Parents should appreciate their children’s

z The more frequent pen-and-paper dictation children have, the
higher English level they attain?

Frequent pen-and-paper dictation increases students’ learning
pressure, yet may not help them attain a higher English level. In
order to create space for students’ whole-person development,
schools will conduct a timely review of the frequency, content and/or
coverage and schedule of tests, examinations and dictations at
various grade levels, and consider reducing the frequency.

“With a view to catering for learner diversity, especially helping
primary one students adapt to the new environment and modes of
learning, schools will replace traditional pen-and-paper assessments
with diversified, flexible and interesting modes
(e.g. fun dictation). This can reduce students’
stress, and help them develop positive
learning attitudes, thereby laying a good
. foundation for English learning.
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3 Children often make spelling mistakes in dictation. Repeated
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- Recitation can only help children memorise English vocabulary items

Sy

- Parents’ participation in assessing their children’s performance

- Parents can understand the school's assessment principles and

- Parents’ positive feedback and support in

recitation can enhance their spelling skills?

in the short term. It will lead to loss of interest in learning English in the
long term. Parents should encourage their children to read aloud
vocabulary items and remind them to pay attention to the letter-sound

relationships and develop phonics skills, so
as to enhance their language skills such as @
pronunciation, listening and spelling. .

33,

Clarifying myths about assessment

Parents are generally not trained to assess their children’s
performance in English Language. Is it suitable for them to
participate in their children’s assessment (e.g. reading aloud)?

enables them to better understand their children’s progress in learning
English and the learning objectives of the English subject, so that they
can encourage their children to apply the knowledge and skills learnt
in family and daily life activities.

arrangements through various channels such as parent meetings and
seminars organised by the school. They should encourage their children
to keep a positive attitude towards assessment and set reasonable
expectations for their children. They should also cooperate with the
school to create a positive atmosphere of assessment.

their children’s assessment can motivate
their children to forge ahead and promote
parent-child relationship.



2 Schools require students to complete assessments on e-platforms
(e.g. completing an e-assessment after reading an English e-book).
Can e-assessment really help enhance students’ English abilities?

Q- e-Assessment is one of the diversified s
assessment tools. Schools and parents can D “c"dd:fgook
make good use of e-assessment to help <
students understand their strengths and
weaknesses, such as their difficulties in English reading or reading levels,
so that they know how to improve and enhance their English reading
skills. Parents should maintain good communication and cooperate
with the school to capitalise on its development of e-assessment for
the improvement of their children’s English learning.

...............b

3 Why are students required to complete assessment
forms in some English assignments? Why do
teachers provide feedback instead of marks
occasionally when marking writing assignments?

- To help students consolidate learning and develop their
self-directed learning abilities and habits, a lot of schools introduce
self-assessment, peer assessment and parent assessment forms. With
the use of these assessment forms, students can understand the
requirements and assessment criteria of the assignments, reflect on
areas and strategies for improvement, and assume greater responsibility
for their learning to achieve the goal of “assessment for improvement”.

- When teaching writing, teachers will adjust the modes of marking based
on the learning objectives and assessment criteria. For example, when
the objectives are to build up students’ confidence and 1 i wncouraging
fluency, teachers may not mark students’ assignments *** "
in detail. Instead, teachers will make suggestions to improvement
students, encourage them to read carefully and reflect
on their teachers’ feedback, and gradually develop a
habit of self-correction during the writing process. Thus,
their confidence and skills in writing will be enhanced.
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(1)

Understanding the roles of parents in children’s
assignments, dictation and assessment

« Care more about children, and appreciate and recognise their efforts;

« Place emphasis on the development of children’s knowledge, generic skills,
values and attitudes;

" Help children understand their responsibilities in learning and self-care, and
develop their self-management skills;

« Allow children to have sufficient time for rest and after-school activities, and
appropriately create space for them to make their own arrangements and
develop their diverse potential, so as to ensure their balanced physical and
psychological development;

" Read the students’ handbook and the parents’ handbook carefully to
understand the learning objectives and focuses of the assignments, dictation
and assessment and actively cooperate with the school;

« Identify children’s learning difficulties, adjust expectations in light of the
circumstances and help them improve;

" Read the feedback provided by teachers carefully, use WH-words like
“‘why” and “how” to guide children to reflect on their problems and find
solutions; and

" Keep in touch with the school so that both parents and teachers better understand
children’s learning attitudes and performance at home and at school.

Cultivating positive attitudes and habits of active learning in children

,3;:5/ Assignments “,:/,:\/ Dictation %[:; Assessment
\’\ﬂ.......... "\\:“\,....'....... /.......
* Concentrate on doing * Use phonics skills to work out the * Understand
assignments on their own; pronunciation of new vocabulary assessment criteria;
. i items; .

Schgdule regular time 1’:or « Strive to complete
a55|gn!'nents, allocate time » Understand the meaning of vocabulary  and recheck
according to the items and the text, and avoid learning assessment papers;
requirements and by rote;

submission timeline of * Understand
assignments and complete » Make good use of multimedia learning strengths and

them on time; and resources, carefully listen to the weaknesses

pronunciation of English words and through feedback

* Develop a habit of checking
assignments and packing
the schoolbag by themselves, | * Read extensively and make connection | < Adjust learning
and cultivate between the vocabulary items learnt strategies to make
self-management skills. within and beyond the classroom. improvement.

develop the skills of reading aloud; and on assessment; and



