
How is phonics taught? 
Planning Stage 
 How can I identify which letter sounds to focus on? 
 What activities can I use to provide practice in the letter sounds? 
 What activities can I use to introduce the letter sounds? 
 How many letter sounds should I work on in each lesson? 
 
What to di in phonics ‘mini-lessons’? 
- Teaching Stage 
1 Identify two to three letter sounds to focus on from the shared reading book 

    
  



In each mini-lesson: 
Steps Activities 
 Introduce and model read the target letter 

sound 
 Develop awareness of onsets and rimes 
 Develop awareness of syllables, if necessary 
 Conduct practice activity/activities 

 Frame and model read the target letter sound 
 Uncover other letters and model read the rime 

and/or onset 
 Build a class word tree/train/wall 
 Collect more words with the same letter 

sound, onset and/or rime 
 Circle small words & use analogy 
 Read rhymes, funny sentences & jazz chants 
 Sing songs 
 Play phonics game 

 
 
 
2 What to try out? 

2.1 Framing of target letter sounds in shared reading books 
2.2 Developing word trees/trains/walls for target letter sounds, onsets or rimes 
2.3 Collecting more words with the same letter sounds, onsets or rimes from other sources 
2.4 Circling small words 
2.5 Playing phonics games 

2.5.1 E.g. bingo, board games, IT… 
  



 



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 



 

Activities to develop phonological awareness 

Activity 1 Framing the target letter sound 

1. Frame the identified letter sound in the shared reading 

book. 

2. Model read the target letter sound and invite learners to 

read it after you. 

3. Uncover the whole word or part of the word to show 

learners how to say it, e.g. make: m make. 

4. Repeat Steps 1, 2 and 3 several times to give learners 

more practice. 

5. Invite learners to come out and frame the same letter 

sound in other words in the same book. Encourage them to 

repeat Step 3 to recognize the letter-sound relationship. 

Activity 2 Identifying, collecting and displaying 

words with the same target letter 

sound, using a word tree/a word 

wall/a word spinner/a word train 

1. Highlight a word from the shared reading book with the 

target letter sound. 

2. Ask learners to read out the word and then the 

target letter sound. 

3. Display the letter sound using a suitable tool, e.g. 

a word tree to highlight a middle sound; a word spinner to 

highlight an initial sound. 

4. Use a bright colour to write or underline the target letter 

sound on the tool. 

5. Invite learners to find other words with the same 

target letter sound to display on the tool. 

6. Display the tool in the classroom for some time for 

learners' reference. 



7. Encourage learners to put more words on the tool, using 

other words with the same target letter sound from the 

coursebook or other sources. 

Activity 3 Building words by adding onsets 

1. Frame the identified rime in a shared reading book. Put 

the word in your word holder, or write it on the board. 

2. Ask several learners to read the rime. 

3. Ask learners what letter should be added to the rime to 

make the whole word in the book. e.g. ook  look. 

4. Uncover the whole word in the story. 

5. Ask several learners to read the whole word. 

6. Ask learners what sounds need to be added to the rime 

to make other words that you say aloud 

e.g.ook 
 

book 

  
 

cook 

7. (For more phonologically aware learners) Ask learners to 

remember other words from the story or coursebook with 

the same rime. Write the words on the board. 

8. Ask learners to tell you what is the same in all of the 

words. 

9. Write the words on cards. Underline the target sounds in 

the words on the cards. 

10. Display the words using a suitable tool, e.g. a word 

wall, a word spinner, etc. 

Activity 4 Building words by adding rimes 

1. Frame the identified onset in a shared reading book. Put 

the word in your word holder, or write it on the board. 

2. Ask several learners to read the onset. 



3. Ask learners to guess the word from the context of the 

sentence and to tell you the second part of the word you 

framed, e.g. "ook". 

4. Ask learners to tell you what they should add to the 

onset you gave them to make other words in the story with 

the same rime, e.g. you say "b", learners say "ook". Each 

time write the complete word on the board. As you point to 

the rime, read it aloud and then read aloud the whole 

word. 

5. Display the words using a suitable tool, e.g. a word wall, 

a word spinner, etc. 

Activity 5 Looking for small words 

1. Call learners' attention to some words which have "small 

words" hidden in them. Help them to use the hidden small 

words to work out the pronunciation of the bigger words. 

2. For example, most young learners may find it difficult to 

pronounce the word "Gingerbread". Invite them to find 

and circle the small words "in" and "bread" in this word. 

Make sure that they can pronounce the small words 

properly. Encourage them to apply their knowledge of 

phonics if necessary. Teach them to pronounce the word in 

this sequence: 

in 
 

Gin 
 

Ginger
 

Gingerbread 

3. Encourage learners to use this method to work out the 

pronunciation of unknown words and spelling of new 

words. 

Activity 6 Cutting words into syllables 

1. Call learner's attention to some words which contain two 

or more syllables. Tell them that there is a good method to 

help them work out the pronunciation and spelling of these 

words more easily. 

2. For example, most young learners find it difficult to 

pronounce and spell the word "wonderful". Model read 

the word and ask learners to listen, read after you and 

count the number of syllables in this word. Read aloud 



 

 

each syllable and invite learners to cut the word into 3 

parts, 

e.g. won/der/ful. 

3. Encourage learners to use this method to help them 

learn the pronunciation of unknown words and spelling of 

new words. 

Activity 7 Using analogy 

1. Cover a word with the target sound in the shared 

reading book. This should be an item that has just been 

learnt and is easy to predict from the context, 

e.g. duck in "Not I, " said the duck.  

(in the storybook "The Little Red Hen") 

2. Stop at the covered word, e.g. duck and ask learners to 

guess what word would fit the meaning. 

3. Uncover just the onset of the word, e.g. d to check if 

learners' guess is correct. If necessary, re-read the 

sentence and ask learners to guess again. 



Further practice activities and games 

Bingo 

Learners are each given a card with some words written in grids. 

Teacher reads out long and short vowel sounds at random. 

Learners have to cross out the words which contain the sounds. 

The first person to cross out all the words wins the game. 

What's the message? 

Learners work in groups. Each group is given a short note in 

which the initial consonant sounds of some key words are 

missing. Learners have to fill in the appropriate sounds and work 

out the message. 

Let's go shopping! 

A pack of cards with letters representing the consonant and/or 

vowel sounds is prepared. Teacher tells learners to work in 

groups. Each group is given a shopping basket and pretends that 

they go to a supermarket to buy things. Teacher picks out one 

card at a time and reads out the sound on the card. Each group 

thinks of as many items containing the sound as possible. Then 

learners write the word or draw a picture of the word on another 

card to put in the basket. The group with most items is the 

winner. 

Phonics board game 

Learners work in groups of 6 to practise some target letter 

sounds introduced in the previous sessions. Each group is given a 

game board and a set of picture cards. In turns they throw a 

dice, draw a card, read it aloud and go to the nearest box with 

the target letter sound. This game helps learners apply their 

knowledge of letter-sound association and practise their phonics 

skills in an interesting context. 

Word hunt 

Learners are given grids with letters and asked to hunt (look for) 

and circle some target words. This game becomes a word 

association activity when teachers invite learners to look for 

words which are related, e.g. food, animals, etc. In the process, 

learners can also apply their phonics skills by associating sounds 

with letters. 

 


