A G“lde on self-dlrQCted Learnlng A Closer Look:at EﬂgllSh Self-learning Resources What Should You Consider When Choosing English Self-learning Resources?

fo f seco n d a l'y Stu d e nts Developing language knowledge from different English resources and using appropriate learning strategies is essential to language learning. You may be puzzled at the variety of English resources or materials. Here are some tips to help you make
English learning is no longer confined to the classroom. With more flexible learning time and resources, you can The following section discusses how you can select appropriate English resources, make the most of them and learn effectively and efficiently. S IART choices.

increase your exposure to English and improve your language skills anytime and anywhere through self-directed . :
learning. Self-directed learning is a process in which you take the initiative, with or without the help of others, to M}E Considerations

identify your learning needs, set learning goals and plans, choose suitable resources and evaluate yourlearning Typlcal features Remarks How the resources can be used Tips on EngI'Sh SEIf'Ieammg
progress. Good self-learning skills and habits can help you bloom into responsible, lifelong learners. Too much information may confuse you. Your specific
\ > Pay attention to the meaning(s), pronunciation and usage instead of SR WEEHELD T (e (e needs and goals should always come first. Focus on the
\ ) ) , . . 5 . . - _
4As of Self-directed Learning N > Items usually grouped under different > May not support the development of > Select vocabulary items to learn according to themes/  just memorising the spelling. information are the best? language items or skills you want to improve
Asbirations y W i rsof themes/categories vocabulary learning skills and strategies functions/frequency of use. _ » Look up the words in a dictionary for further information (e.g. parts
A Rr tions lead IR | N A ‘ » Sample sentences provided > May fail to show the multiple meanings > Avoid words which are obsolete and too technical of speech, word formation, word family, collocation, synonyms Cost of the materials may not reflect the quality. For
t :VF;;; s";, oir(egaoa?;(;: B 1 V°°afb:’|ary/ Piomsi > Chinese translation and exercises of certain vocabulary items and how they 9 (6.g. beef-witted, masculine rhyme). and antonyms). self-directed learning and attainment of
. . r = useful expressions = Focus on learning a manageable number of words each time. i i ilv Ii li ials wi |
life. It is therefore ﬂ LC} = ~— sometimes provided for practices are used 9 g » Apply the newly learnt items in schoolwork and daily life. Erereh R cr T e goals, ctl_mose qu_la ity r_'naterlat s _wlltht har1tsv¥fers_ and ::j _e?r
, crucial to understand planations or e-learning materials that offer immediate

responses and feedback so that you can keep track of

your needs and how . .
your learning easily.

to set goals.

Aptitude for Learning
To be able to learn effectively,
you should develop your
language knowledge and
learning strategies.

\/

g and easy understanding » May encourage rote learning » Use graphic organisers/apps to facilitate memory and understanding
of the items.

. » Learn the usage and functions in addition to the form.
> Study the notes carefully to understand the functions

> Explanatory notes provided on forms » May focus mainly on mechanical drilling d by th i » Make connections with grammar items learnt before (e.g. the past Difficult and challenging learning ¥§'3’:éfsg‘::;?;';:;ggnﬁze:alsrga::abtz :;a‘:'gz‘é?f?iiﬁznt% \
; :f t.ry £ P it of foorms with grammar items not presented > ?‘:‘Wi fy (: grtarr;mar '.:"';I : f the it t t tense vs the present perfect tense). materials are the best? make your self-directed ,e";':niﬁg plan achievable J
and functions of grammar items In context ink of contexts for suitable use of the items to create  jigplight the target items when you encounter them in reading . :

and add your own examples.
» Find patterns of mistakes after checking answers and
consult other reference materials or teachers.

« > Exercises with answers included for
practice and consolidation

texts, and think about their functions in the texts.
» Apply the grammar items purposefully in new contexts (e.g. in writing
and speaking tasks).

» May lack explanation of answers and

opportunities for application It is true to say that “practice makes perfect”. However,

you can speed up your learning if you identify ways of
learning which are relevant to your learning style. For
example, visual learners prefer visual aids (e.g. diagrams,

The more practice, the better?

- o ,‘ ¥ : timelines) to help them understand complex concepts.

‘7 ) Application \ Acceleration - » Topic-related vocabulary and expressions > May limit creativity » Learn the format, structure and organisation of the ) Learn the features of the text-types, including the structure, register,

o0 ' g : To learn English well, To speed up yourleaming, e © included » May encourage text memorisation or te_xt-ty_pes. _ _ tone and style. F f t ther th tity of material
Q) A you have to putit in you can make effective e ol atstys : » Explanatory notes, examples on text rote learning of “advanced” vocabulary/ > Highlight useful vocabulary items, expressions and 3. | aarn how to build coherence within a paragraph and across the S A T T 2 G n':'aet(:uznﬁé/ o _f_)irrzc_ll;:e rad (-i:; an qauaél_lmy? me;teartl_a s
0\ \ use in your daily life use of a wealth of structure and language use and Chinese  stock phrases/sentence patterns sentence patterns. text. materials for reference can atters here. Time-based planning and implementation
| " and interact with others English materials and translation of the target vocabulary/ > May encourage over-reliance on Chinese > Try to identify the tone and style and relate it to the task s\ v our knowledge of text structure and language features to enhance my learning? ;V:;Iari'l‘;':ggt‘i’r‘l’; zﬁlg'ggﬁgt;ﬂéeaars"ét"grﬁgﬁﬁtt“ﬁ'tﬁgzattg adad
in the language. ; i i i ion i i i iti i
Jon guag apps to make substantial expressions sometimes provided translation in vocabulary learning requirements (e.g. writing purpose, audience). other tasks with similar requirements. work towards your goal.

gains over time.

Y . L . . Some quality English learning materials are available for free. You can access them via the following web pages:
7& » Pay attention to how English is spoken naturally (e.g. intonation, speed,
Understanding Needs and Setting Goals @‘: - > May be designed for entertainment rather use of pauses). _ _ it
_ > Awide selection of topics to choose from than English leaming and contain improper 3 Use judiciously to enhance listening and viewing skills. » Note the use of Ia_nguage. in naturaEI speech and different contexts
Students may have different learning needs, ranging from learning English for fun to enhancing English Videos/movies/ » More interesting and engaging content and language » Learn some colloquial expressions in daily life. > 8’% °°:‘"Z°t'°:|5’ 'd'°m_at;° Z’_‘flff"'ess':"sl)t' eacilitati cual and 2
_ ) . . . Joge . i i i » May not have any language focus for » Develop awareness of how English is used in different nderstand ana appreciate different cuitures, facliitaing mutual an o : [=] v: To students:
proficiency. Based on your learning needs, you may set S ART goals on English learning with reference el e ‘:::tr:::zc and colloquial use of English purposeful and structured learning cultur e: 4 fair appreciation of cultures of different countries, building proper EDB EDB T i Review and
" . . - . ong Kon, ong Kon v
to the guiding questions below: _ » May encourage passive learning . values and attitudes and enhancing our cultural confidence. E&‘EL‘:L‘J:'%iﬁﬁii Muﬁgh‘;lgzti':'(';'wm) Education cgity Public Libranes e.\‘,'.j,;';;eg';::f;e:f,
= Develop awareness of how English is spoken or used differently action plans
ey around the world (e.g. accents, pronunciation, word choice). regularly.
] : A or k \ .
' ' . 1 > Interactive and fun > Dependent on access to technology Parent Corner: How to)G=A%x gur CHIUrENUPNBISSUCCess in English Learning” .
- > Progress of learning often recorded (e.g. devices, Internet connection, IT > Study the terms and costs of the subscription plans > Research to understand the features and functions of different N —
i 4 N —
S : e-Learning platforms: » Adaptive and interactive features (e.g. > knowledgt_e) oy . °af‘?f“"y' . . platforms and S oL tho§e et match your leatniiEijEsiey B . indithelfollowi . -
peqﬁc What will | achieve? What actions will | take? : | . read-aloud. chat box with tutors. items Other online activities (e.g. gaming, > Utilise the interactive features offered by the platform ) Break everything down into small chunks and create notes and ear In mind the following tips:
[y Interaciigglangvage ’ ’ chatting, browsing other websites) can and develop a habit of regular practice. flashcards for revision using apps. Guid hild d dth d
games/web5|tes/apps generated matche_d to the '?Vel of students be distracting > Review progress with records/data provided by the > Choose platforms that facilitate interaction and exchange with other & /’ uide your children to understand t eir needs
bl , , and answer-checking functions) embedded . May require fees for additional features  platform. learners and online tutors if necessary. and set learning goals and plans.
A) ) easurable How can | measure how much | have achieved: ' > Subscriptions often required and content B careful selection of self-learnin
& g
materials according to their needs.
.&t‘ﬂ | =
. o /a% " 7 . .
@ Alchievable Is the goal doable? What skills and resources do | need? ““fx“ Wi & Arouse your ch!Idren s curiosity ab.out how
> May focus on exam skills and format  [PIFoets Roniiassessmentirather ¥ than » Use the materials to familiarise yourself with the exam > Keep clear records of the results, identify areas of weaknesses from E:gllsg 1S IUSEd n evTryday life, which helps
E tion skill || format and question types. istak ise follow-up plans. them develop greater language sensitivity.
R I . . - R ximma f A " » Explanatory notes, question analysis and development of skills > Use the ma?erials forysriructured ractice to review and > [?ISt:h esdatn dfdevnse |° owip b fa |ns : £ to inf = . P g - . guag . Y .
elevant Is this relevant to my needs and learning styles? § 1 Douks/Mock papers... 2§ : > May be mechanical : pra se the data for regular review of learning performance to intorm £/ Reinforce positive English-learning strategies
S answer key often provided evaluate performance, and improve time management. next step of learning and seek timely advice from teachers. . . . . |
i HE and habits (e.g. reading books and listening to English Language Education Section
ot I‘ I = il 2 l 5 Engllsh news regularly) Curriculum Develc:ipment Institute
0 0 Ledd . . E tion Bl
@ Time-based How much time should | spend each day/week working on my goal? e e J T ak y “HKSAR©2024
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