
Aspirations lead you
towards your goals in
life. It  is therefore
crucial to understand
your needs and how
to set goals.

EDB
English Language
Education Section

Topic-related vocabulary and expressions
included
Explanatory notes, examples on text
structure and language use and Chinese
translation of the target vocabulary/
expressions sometimes provided

A wide selection of topics to choose from
More interesting and engaging
Authentic and colloquial use of English
featured

Interactive and fun
Progress of learning often recorded
Adaptive and interactive features (e.g.
read-aloud, chat box with tutors, items
generated matched to the level of students
and answer-checking functions) embedded
Subscriptions often required

Dependent on access to technology
(e.g. devices, Internet connection, IT
knowledge)
Other online activities (e.g. gaming,
chatting, browsing other websites) can
be distracting
May require fees for additional features
and content

Learn the features of the text-types, including the structure, register,
tone and style.
Learn how to build coherence within a paragraph and across the
text.
Apply your knowledge of text structure and language features to
other tasks with similar requirements.

Pay attention to how English is spoken naturally (e.g. intonation, speed, 
use of pauses).
Note the use of language in natural speech and different contexts 
(e.g. contractions, idiomatic expressions).
Understand and appreciate different cultures, facilitating mutual and
fair appreciation of cultures of different countries, building proper 
values and attitudes and enhancing our cultural confidence.
Develop awareness of how English is spoken or used differently
around the world (e.g. accents, pronunciation, word choice). 

Items usually grouped under different 
themes/categories
Sample sentences provided
Chinese translation and exercises 
sometimes provided for practices 
and easy understanding

Explanatory notes provided on forms
and functions of grammar items
Exercises with answers included for
practice and consolidation

May focus on exam skills and format
Explanatory notes, question analysis and
answer key often provided

May not support the development of
vocabulary learning skills and strategies
May fail to show the multiple meanings
of certain vocabulary items and how they
are used
May encourage rote learning

May focus mainly on mechanical drilling
of forms with grammar items not presented
in context
May lack explanation of answers and
opportunities for application

May limit creativity
May encourage text memorisation or
rote learning of “advanced” vocabulary/
stock phrases/sentence patterns
May encourage over-reliance on Chinese
translation in vocabulary learning

May be designed for entertainment rather  
than English learning and contain improper
content and language
May not have any language focus for
purposeful and structured learning
May encourage passive learning

Focus   on   assessment   rather   than
development of skills
May be mechanical

Select vocabulary items to learn according to themes/
functions/frequency of use.
Avoid words which are obsolete and too technical
(e.g. beef-witted, masculine rhyme).
Focus on learning a manageable number of words each time.

Study the notes carefully to understand the functions
served by the grammar items.
Think of contexts for suitable use of the items to create
and add your own examples.
Find patterns of mistakes after checking answers and
consult other reference materials or teachers.

Learn the format, structure and organisation of the
text-types.
Highlight useful vocabulary items, expressions and
sentence patterns.
Try to identify the tone and style and relate it to the task
requirements (e.g. writing purpose, audience).

Use judiciously to enhance listening and viewing skills.
Learn some colloquial expressions in daily life. 
Develop awareness of how English is used in different
cultures.

Study the terms and costs of the subscription plans
carefully.
Utilise the interactive features offered by the platform
and develop a habit of regular practice.
Review progress with records/data provided by the 
platform.

Use the materials to familiarise yourself with the exam
format and question types.
Use the materials for structured practice to review and
evaluate performance, and improve time management.

Pay attention to the meaning(s), pronunciation and usage instead of
just memorising the spelling. 
Look up the words in a dictionary for further information (e.g. parts
of speech, word formation, word family, collocation, synonyms
and antonyms).
Apply the newly learnt items in schoolwork and daily life.
Use graphic organisers/apps to facilitate memory and understanding
of the items.

Learn the usage and functions in addition to the form.
Make connections with grammar items learnt before (e.g. the past
tense vs the present perfect tense).
Highlight the target items when you encounter them in reading
texts, and think about their functions in the texts.
Apply the grammar items purposefully in new contexts (e.g. in writing
and speaking tasks).

Research to understand the features and functions of different
platforms and select those that match your learning needs.
Break everything down into small chunks and create notes and
flashcards for revision using apps. 
Choose platforms that facilitate interaction and exchange with other
learners and online tutors if necessary.

Keep clear records of the results, identify areas of weaknesses from
mistakes and devise follow-up plans.
Use the data for regular review of learning performance to inform
next step of learning and seek timely advice from teachers.

To students: 
Review and 

evaluate progress. 
Modify goals and 

action plans 
regularly.

To students: 
Review and 

evaluate progress. 
Modify goals and 

action plans 
regularly.

To speed up your learning,
you can make effective
use of a wealth of
English materials and
apps to make substantial
gains over time.

To be able to learn effectively,
you should  develop your
language knowledge and
learning strategies.

To learn English well,
you have to put it in
use in your daily life
and interact with others
in the language.
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認識世界各地不同的英文口語表達方式(例如：口音、字詞
讀音、用語)。

了解和欣賞不同文化，以促進各國文化平等互鑑，建立正
確價值觀和態度，增加自身文化自信。
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留意如何把英文講得自然流暢(例如：語調、速度、停頓)。
注意日常生活和不同情境下英語運用的特色(例如：縮寫、
慣用語)。


