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Introduction

The Hong Kong Youth Travel Association (HKYTA) is holding an “Asian Travelling Award Competition” for lower secondary students in Hong Kong. Students work in groups of four to prepare for the competition. They have to complete three tasks.

Task 1
A Mini Guide to a Country in Asia

Students produce a mini guide to a country in Asia.

Task 2
A Brief Proposal

Students write a brief proposal giving the reasons for visiting the country in Asia they have chosen and describing where they would go as well as what they would do during the trip.

Task 3
An Oral Presentation

Each group of students practises delivering in class an eight-minute oral presentation about a country in Asia with the use of cue cards and visual aids.
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Task 1:   A Mini Guide to a Country in Asia

Task Description
Students produce a mini guide to a country in Asia to enter the “Asian Travelling Award Competition”.

In Part A, students gather information from various sources about a country they would like to visit and prepare the content of a mini guide.

In Part B, students select, organize and compile the information collected to produce the mini guide.

In Part C, students design the cover of the mini guide.

In Part D, students evaluate their own work and seek peer feedback for revising the mini guide for improvement.

Five Fundamental Intertwining Ways of Learning and Using Knowledge

[image: image20.wmf] 

  Communicating:
(Learners discuss the content of a mini guide and the design of the cover.)

[image: image2.emf]  Conceptualizing:
(Learners read about different places of interest to acquire knowledge of the general information, culture and tourist attractions of a country in Asia.)

(Learners use their knowledge of the country to produce a mini guide.)
[image: image3.emf]  Inquiring:         (Learners collect information about a country in Asia from different sources.)
[image: image4.emf]  Reasoning:        (Learners explain why they have chosen a particular country for their trip.)

□
Problem-solving
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Learning Targets

Interpersonal Strand/Dimension (IS)

· To converse and exchange points of view about feelings, ideas, experiences and plans (ISb, KS3)

· To participate with others in planning, organizing and carrying out events (ISd, KS3)

· To obtain and provide information in real and simulated situations (ISe, KS3)

Knowledge Strand/Dimension (KS)

· To provide, find out, select, organize and present information on familiar and less familiar topics (KSa, KS3)

· To interpret and use more extensive and complex information through processes or activities such as ordering, describing, classifying and explaining (KSb, KS3)

· To clarify and develop ideas by making revisions to one’s own written texts through personal reflection and talk with others (KSe, KS3)

Learning Objectives

Text-types

· Leaflets
· E-mail messages

· Mini guides

· Tables
· Checklists
Vocabulary

· Names of different places (e.g. Greece, Athens)
· Words relating to the general information of a country (e.g. weather, religion)
· Words relating to the culture of a country (e.g. festivals)
· Words relating to the tourist attractions of a country

Language Items and Communicative Functions

· Use adjectives and adverbs to give descriptions.

e.g.  We had a wonderful holiday.

Greece is wet and warm in spring, dry and hot in summer.

Greek coffee is usually served chilled.


· Use the simple present tense to make general statements about the world.
e.g.  Athens is the capital city of Greece.

Language Skills

· Listening

Listen for Intended Meanings, Feelings and Attitudes

· identify key ideas in conversations and discussions

· Speaking 

Present Information, Ideas and Feelings Clearly and Coherently

· convey ideas and information in conversations or discussions

· use words and expressions appropriate to the context

Participate Effectively in an Oral Interaction

· seek and give clarification, explain what information one requires and why,   rephrase one’s questions when necessary, sum up points made and redirect the discussion when the need arises
· make a balanced contribution without either dominating the discussion or being too reticent

· express, elicit and respond to ideas, opinions and feelings in a group discussion

· Reading

Understand, Interpret and Analyze Different Written Texts

· make use of knowledge of the world to make sense of the written text

· acquire, extract and organize information relevant to specific tasks

· take notes of information relevant to specific tasks

· relate facts, opinions and information from a variety of print sources

· Writing

Present Information, Ideas and Feelings Clearly and Coherently

· evaluate and make use of the given information to complete specific tasks

· produce written texts appropriate to context, purpose and audience

· use strategies to arouse and sustain readers’ interest

· plan and organize ideas, and use appropriate cohesive devices

Language Development Strategies

· Develop Thinking Skills
· think creatively/innovatively


· Develop Reference Skills
· recognize the salient features of various text-types and use them efficiently for 

 locating information and ideas

· read broadly for specific purposes

· Develop Information Skills
· collect and store information systematically in the form of notes, records, etc
· adapt simple materials, text-types and tables for various purposes

· employ graphic forms (pictures, drawings, etc.) to aid the presentation of ideas

· Plan, Manage and Evaluate Own Learning

· make arrangements for gathering information, data and ideas in support of one’s learning

· assess one’s achievement against the goals and learning targets
· Work with Others

· identify and assume different roles in group activities, such as leader, partner
· employ simple negotiation skills to reach consensus, compromise or bargain
Attitudes

· Confidence in using English 

· Keenness to participate in activities leading to improvement of knowledge and skills in the language
Generic Skills

· Collaboration skills

· Communication skills
· Creativity

· Critical thinking skills
· Information technology skills

· Self-management skills

· Study skills



Personal and Social Values and Attitudes

· Creativity

· Independence

· Co-operativeness

· Confidence
· Responsibility
· Cultural awareness

· Respect for different ways of life, beliefs and opinions


Task 2:   A Brief Proposal
Task Description
Students write a brief proposal giving the reasons for visiting a country in Asia and describing where they would go as well as what they would do during the trip. To get some feedback for further improvement of the proposal, students use a feedback sheet to do self-assessment and peer assessment.

Five Fundamental Intertwining Ways of Learning and Using Knowledge

[image: image5.emf]   Communicating:  (Learners discuss the content and organization of their proposal, and discuss how to produce a proposal.)
[image: image6.emf]   Conceptualizing:
(Learners organize and apply their knowledge of a country to produce a brief proposal.)

[image: image7.emf]   Inquiring:
(Learners find out how to write a proposal.)
[image: image8.emf]   Reasoning:      (Learners explain why they would like to visit a country and what they expect to gain or learn from the trip.) 

□   Problem-solving

Learning Targets

Interpersonal Strand/Dimension (IS)

· To converse and exchange points of view about feelings, ideas, experiences and plans (ISb, KS3)

· To participate with others in planning, organizing and carrying out events (ISd, KS3)

· To obtain and provide information in real and simulated situations (ISe, KS3)

Knowledge Strand/Dimension (KS)

· To provide, find out, select, organize and present information on familiar and less familiar topics (KSa, KS3)

· To clarify and develop ideas by making revisions to one’s own written texts through personal reflection and talk with others (KSe, KS3)

Experience Strand/Dimension (ES)

· To give expression to one’s experience through activities such as providing written 

descriptions of feelings and events (ESd, KS3)

Learning Objectives

Text-types

· E-mail messages
· Outlines
· Proposals
· Checklists

Vocabulary

· Names of different places (e.g. Greece, Athens)
· Words relating to the general information about a country (e.g. weather, religion)
· Words relating to the culture of a country (e.g. festivals)
· Words relating to the tourist attractions of a country

Language Items and Communicative Functions
· Use modals and formulaic expressions to make suggestions and proposals.

e.g.  We propose to visit Greece because it is a historical country.
We can make use of the information collected and the mini guide to write the proposal.

We should prepare an outline before we start writing.

· Use adjectives, adverbs and formulaic phrases to give descriptions of processes and situations.

e.g.  Greece is a historical country.
Ouzo is often drunk with water.
· Use adverb phrases and adverb clauses of reason, concession and result to justify one’s behaviour and point of view in simple situations.

e.g.  We would like to visit Greece because it is a historical country with nice sandy beaches and many ancient sites.

· Use the simple present tense to make general statements.

e.g.  Greece is a historical country.


· Use the simple future tense to make plans.

e.g.  We will go to Agora, which is situated at the foot of the Acropolis.

Language Skills

· Listening

Listen for Intended Meanings, Feelings and Attitudes

· identify key ideas in discussions

· Speaking

Present Information, Ideas and Feelings Clearly and Coherently

· convey ideas and information in conversations or discussions

· use words and expressions appropriate to the context

Participate Effectively in an Oral Interaction

· seek and give clarification, explain what information one requires and why,  rephrase one’s questions when necessary, sum up points made and redirect the discussion when the need arises

· express, elicit and respond to ideas, opinions and feelings in a group discussion

· Reading

Understand, Interpret and Analyze Different Written Texts

· make use of knowledge of the world to make sense of the written text

· acquire, extract and organize information relevant to specific tasks

· relate facts, opinions and information from a variety of print sources

· understand the use of discourse markers
· Writing

Present, Information, Ideas and Feelings Clearly and Coherently

· evaluate and make use of given information to complete specific tasks

· describe, express or explain ideas, feelings and experiences

· produce written texts appropriate to context, purpose and audience

· use strategies to arouse and sustain readers’ interest

· plan and organize ideas, and use appropriate cohesive devices

· use a range of language patterns for various purposes

· use appropriate tone, style and register for various purposes


Language Development Strategies

· Develop Thinking Skills
· use reasoning skills (causes and consequences, drawing conclusions, etc.)

· think creatively/innovatively

· Develop Reference Skills
· recognize the salient features of various text-types and use them efficiently for locating information and ideas

· Develop Information Skills
· collect and store information systematically in the form of notes, records, etc.
· Plan, Manage and Evaluate Own Learning

· make arrangements for gathering information, data and ideas in support of one’s learning
· assess one’s achievement against the goals and learning targets
· Work with Others

· identify and assume different roles in group activities, such as leader, partner
· employ simple negotiation skills to reach consensus, compromise or bargain

Attitudes

· Confidence in using English 

· Keenness to participate in activities leading to improvement of knowledge and skills in the language

· Ownership and responsibility for learning developed through assessing and monitoring one’s own performance and progress of learning

Generic Skills

· Collaboration skills

· Communication skills
· Creativity

· Critical thinking skills

· Information technology skills
· Self-management skills

· Study skills

Personal and Social Values and Attitudes

· Creativity

· Independence

· Co-operativeness

· Confidence

· Responsibility

· Cultural awareness

· Respect for different ways of life, beliefs and opinions


Task 3:
An Oral Presentation

Task Description 
Students in groups of four will enter the "Asian Travelling Award Competition". Each group has to deliver an eight-minute oral presentation about a country in Asia. 

In Part A, students attend a briefing session on oral presentations and take notes of some essential presentation skills.  

In Part B, students write their presentation outlines. They also read two sample scripts and note down the useful phrases and sentences.

In Part C, students draft their presentation scripts, based on their previous work (the mini guide in Task 1, the brief proposal in Task 2, the notes on presentation skills and the useful phrases and sentences in this task).
In Part D, students of each group develop their cue cards from the presentation outline and script they have developed in Parts B and C.

In Part E, students of each group take turns to give a presentation in class with the help of visual aids.  

Five Fundamental Intertwining Ways of Learning and Using Knowledge

[image: image9.emf]   Communicating:
(Learners discuss the content of their presentation and deliver an oral presentation.)

[image: image10.emf]   Conceptualizing:
(Learners organize their knowledge about a country and deliver an oral presentation about the country.)

[image: image11.emf]   Inquiring:
    (Learners find out how to prepare an oral presentation.)
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□   Problem-solving

Learning Targets 
Interpersonal Strand/Dimension (IS)

· To converse and exchange points of view about feelings, ideas, experiences and plans (ISb, KS3)

· To participate with others in planning, organizing and carrying out events (ISd, KS3)

Knowledge Strand/Dimension (KS)

· To provide, find out, select, organize and present information on familiar topics. (KSa, KS3)

· To clarify and develop ideas by making revisions to one’s own written texts through personal reflection and talk with others (KSe, KS3)

Learning Objectives
Text-types

· Notes

· E-mail messages

· Outlines

· Scripts

· Cue cards

· Checklists
Vocabulary 
· Names of different places (e.g. Greece, Athens)
· Words relating to the general information about a country (e.g. weather, religion)
· Words relating to the culture of a country (e.g. festivals)
· Words relating to the tourist attractions of a country

Language Items and Communicative Functions

· Use the simple present tense to make general statements. 

e.g.  Greece is a member of the European Union.

· Use the simple future tense to make plans.

e.g.  We will go to Athens, the capital city, and the islands in the Aegean Sea.

· Use a variety of tenses, passive voice and adverbs to refer to events in the past, present and future.

e.g.  Today, we're going to talk about an ancient country, Greece.
                       First, we'll give you some general information about Greece.

                       The Carnival Season is celebrated in February and March.

· Use formulaic expressions to greet people, to introduce oneself and others, and to express thanks and good wishes.

e.g.  Good morning, everyone. 

Hello, welcome to this talk today.

Thank you for coming to this briefing session.

Good luck to you all.

· Use modals and formulaic expressions to give advice on matters.

e.g.  You should look confident and maintain eye contact with the audience.

Don't forget to thank the audience politely.

Language Skills

· Listening

Listen for Intended Meanings, Feelings and Attitudes

· identify key ideas in discussions and a presentation

· extract information and ideas in spoken texts

· Speaking 

Present Information, Ideas and Feelings Clearly and Coherently

· convey ideas and information in conversations or discussions

· use words and expressions appropriate to the context

· use appropriate discourse markers

· use correct pronunciation, intonation and register for different purposes

Participate Effectively in an Oral Interaction

· seek and give clarification, explain what information one requires and why, rephrase one’s questions when necessary, sum up points made and redirect the discussion when the need arises
· make a balanced contribution without either dominating the discussion or being too reticent

· express, elicit and respond to ideas, opinions and feelings in a group discussion

· Reading

Understand, Interpret and Analyze Different Written Texts

· make use of knowledge of the world to make sense of the written text

· acquire, extract and organize information relevant to specific tasks

· relate facts, opinions and information from a variety of print sources

· understand the use of discourse markers

· Writing

Present Information, Ideas and Feelings Clearly and Coherently
· evaluate and make use of the given information to complete specific tasks

· describe, express or explain ideas, feelings and experiences

· produce written texts appropriate to context, purpose and audience

· use strategies to arouse and sustain readers’ interest

· plan and organize ideas, and use appropriate cohesive devices

· use a range of language patterns for various purposes

· use appropriate tone, style and register for various purposes

Language Development Strategies

· Develop Thinking Skills
· use reasoning skills (causes and consequences, drawing conclusions, etc.)

· think creatively/innovatively

· Develop Reference Skills
· recognize the salient features of various text-types and use them efficiently for locating information and ideas

· Develop Information Skills
· collect and store information systematically in the form of notes, records, etc.

· adapt simple materials, text-types, charts and tables for various purposes

· employ graphic forms e.g. pictures, drawings, to aid the presentation of ideas

· Plan, Manage and Evaluate Own Learning

· make arrangements for gathering information, data and ideas in support of one’s learning

· assess one’s achievement against the goals and learning targets
· Work with Others

· identify and assume different roles in group activities, such as leader, partner
· employ simple negotiation skills to reach consensus, compromise or bargain

Attitudes

· Confidence in using English 

· Keenness to participate in activities leading to improvement of knowledge and skills in the languages

· Ownership and responsibility for learning developed through assessing and monitoring one’s own performance and progress of learning

Generic Skills

· Collaboration skills

· Communication skills
· Creativity
· Critical thinking skills

· Information technology skills

· Self-management skills

· Study skills

Personal and Social Values and Attitudes
· Creativity

· Independence

· Co-operativeness

· Confidence

· Responsibility

· Cultural awareness

· Respect for different ways of life, beliefs and opinions
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