
Example 2 

Connecting Students’ Learning Experiences between      
English Language and Non-language Subjects through   

Promoting Language across the Curriculum                  
at the Junior Secondary Level  

 

Introduction 

This example illustrates how content and language learning can be integrated in the English 

Language, Integrated Science (I.S.) and History lessons.  The English teacher introduces the 

rhetorical function “making comparisons” and its related language items in the English classroom 

while teachers of I.S. and History help reinforce the knowledge in subject-specific contexts. 

 

Cross-KLA Collaboration Impact on Learning 

 

English Language 

(Reading) 

 

 Drawing students’ attention to the rhetorical function, i.e. “making 
comparisons” and the related language items, e.g. “both”, 
“compared to”, “more/-er…than”, “however/but”, “on the other 
hand”, using the reading text “Chinese or Western parenting: 
Which is best for you?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 Students are 

guided to 

understand the 

rhetorical 

function 

“making 

comparisons” 

and how the 

related language 

items are used 

in context. 



Chinese or Western Parenting: Which is Best for You? 
…Ms Chua was both too strict with her children and too critical 
of western parenting methods… 
 
…Instead, they said that “good parents make sure their children 
get top grades”… 
 
…Other studies show that, compared to western parents, 
Chinese parents spend 10 times longer every day doing 
homework and other academic activities with their children…  
 
…Chinese parents, however, believe that they know best for 
their children, and therefore make their choices of activities and 
courses of study for them…Chinese parents, on the other hand, 
believe that their children can… 



Example 2 

 Helping students understand the reading text and the rhetorical 
function “making comparisons” by organising the main ideas 
using a graphic organiser, i.e. a Venn diagram 

To compare 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Students are 

guided to 

understand the 

rhetorical 

function 

“making 

comparisons” 

by identifying 

the similarities 

and differences 

between 

Chinese and 

western parents. 

 

 

 Highlighting to students the use of the language items used for 
making comparisons in the reading text and helping them practise 
these language items in language practice activities, e.g.  

 

Language items Showing similarities Showing differences 

Both   

Like    

Unlike    

On the other hand   

However / but    

Instead of   

Compared to   

 

 
 Students 

become more 

aware of the 

connection 

between the 

language items 

and their 

language 

functions, and 

their 

understanding 

of the use of the 

language items 

is further 

reinforced. 

 the similarities between Chinese and western parents 

 the differences between Chinese and western parents

Main ideas 
of the 
reading text 







Example 2 

(Writing)  

 Engaging students in making comparisons between Amy Chua’s 
typical Chinese parents and their/most parents in Hong Kong in a 
writing task:  

Guiding students to plan for their writing task  
using a Venn diagram 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Students are  

guided to  

 make 
connection 
with the 
reading text 
“Chinese or 
Western 
parenting: 
Which is best 
for you?”; and 

 organise their 
ideas about the 
similarities and 
differences 
between Amy 
Chua’s typical 
Chinese parents 
and their/most 
parents in Hong 
Kong using a  
Venn diagram.  

  

 Providing the opportunities for students to apply the language 
items to compare different views and behaviour between 
Chinese/the students’ parents and western parents in the writing 
task: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Students are 

engaged in 

applying the 

language items in 

context and their 

understanding of 

the rhetorical 

function “making 

comparisons” and 

the related 

language items is 

consolidated. 







Example 2 

Integrated Science (I.S.)  

 Helping students connect their learning experiences between 
English Language and I.S by highlighting the rhetorical function 
“making comparisons” and the related language items previously 
introduced in the English lessons 

Reminding students the language items that they can use for making 
comparisons in the I.S. learning activity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Students’ 

awareness of the 

rhetorical 

function “making 

comparisons” and 

its related 

language items is 

further reinforced 

in Science 

contexts. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 Students are  

able to  

 connect their 
learning 
experience to 
integrate 
content 
knowledge and 
language  
learning; and  

 apply the  
language items 
to present their 
ideas in Science 
contexts 
appropriately. 

 Providing opportunities for students to produce texts that involve 
making comparisons in Science contexts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examination paper 

 

 

 

 

 

 







Example 2 

History 
 

 Helping students connect their learning experiences by 
highlighting the rhetorical function “making comparisons” and the 
related language items previously introduced in the English 
lessons  

Reminding students the language items that they can use for making 
comparisons in the History learning activity 

 

 

 

 
 

 Students’ 

awareness of the 

rhetorical 

function “making 

comparisons” and 

its related 

language items is 

further reinforced 

in History 

contexts. 

  
 Providing opportunities for students to produce texts that involve 

making comparisons in History contexts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examination paper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Students are    

able to  

 connect their 
learning 
experience to 
integrate 
content 
knowledge and 
language 
learning; and  

 apply the  
language items 
to present their 
ideas in History 
contexts 
appropriately. 

 

Some of the activities have been tried out in Methodist College. We thank the school for sharing their 

experience.   




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