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Chinese New Year Traditions
Read the text about Chinese New Year and fill the gaps. If you need to, look 

at the words below the box to help you. You won’t need all of them.
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The Chinese New Year is celebrated on the first 1. ____________ of the lunar calendar, usually between January 21st and February 19th. It is time to turn over a new leaf and is celebrated with family and friends at a special New Year’s Eve 2. ____________ .

      People clean and 3. ___________ their houses in preparation for the New

      Year. Then they decorate the walls with red scrolls and 4. ____________ 

       of good luck  poems. They also bring in fruit and flowers. Tangerines, for 

       example, bring good luck and 5. ____________ bring wealth for the coming year. All the food for New Year’s Day must be prepared before the day so that all 6. _______________ can be put away. This is to avoid ‘cutting’ the good 7. ____________ for the New Year. 
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On New Year’s Day children are given ‘Lucky Envelopes’ containing small gifts of 8. ____________. They wear new 9. ____________ and spend the 

day with their family. On the second day people visit friends and take gifts. There is lots of exciting entertainment in the streets – 10. ____________ dances, acrobats and theatrical shows. People throw 11. ____________ to drive away evil spirits. 

The New Year ends on 15th of the first Moon with the Lantern Festival. 
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People carry 12. ____________ in the street and take part in parades. They watch the famous Dragon dance. The dragon is usually made of bamboo, silk and paper and can be 30 metres long!


Find the missing words here:

moon   
sun  

breakfast  

dinner  
banners
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         sweep  

apples

oranges  
money  
shoes

clothes
luck 

sharp things

lion
 lanterns 

firecrackers  

 
