General Studies for Primary Schools
Lesson design
Properties of water
	Key Stage
	The learning materials can be adapted into various themes across learning stages in accord with students’ capabilities:
	KS1 -
	After learning the theme ‘sensory organs of the body’, students can conduct relevant activities and use senses to observe the properties of water.

	KS2 -
	Before learning the theme ‘water investigation’, students can conduct relevant activities to prepare for in-depth exploration.




	Learning time
	35 minutes

	Learning objectives
	Students are able to
· recognise the properties of water
· master science process skills which include observing, predicting, recording, inferring and communicating
· show curiosity and sustain interest in learning science

	
	

	Teaching flow
	Content

	Motivation
	· Teacher explains - We can use the following ways to find out the properties of objects:
1. Using our senses to observe.
2. Using apparatus and other tools to investigate.
· Q: What properties of objects can we find out with our senses?
A: Any reasonable answers
(e.g. Observe the colour of an object with our eyes. 
Feel the texture of an object with our skin.)
· Students conduct the following activities to find out the properties of water. 

	Development







	The colour, odour and taste of water
· Teacher gives a bottle of water to each group of students.
· Students observe the colour and odour of water with their 
eyes and noses, and record the results in the worksheet. 
· Students write down the taste of water based on their experience.
[bookmark: _GoBack](Remark: It is not advised to taste things with tongue in the test.)
· Teacher explains: Apart from senses, we can use simple apparatus to find out       
other properties of water.
· Students complete the prediction in the worksheet. 

	
	The shape of water
· Teacher gives a balloon filled with water to each group of
students.
· Students take turn to change the shape of the balloon and 
observe the change of water inside the balloon.
· Students record the results.
· Teacher discusses with students.
(Remark: Teacher can provide students with balloons filled with water or ask them to prepare by themselves.)
Water exerts a buoyant force on an object
· Teacher demonstrates the activity / Students do the activity: Drop the objects into water one by one and observe whether they float or sink.
· Students record the results.
· Teacher discusses the results with students.

	Conclusion

	· Water is colourless, odourless and tasteless. 
· Water does not have a fixed shape. 
· Water exerts a buoyant force on an object.
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