Teacher notes
“Luminous objects” and “Non-luminous objects”

Objects can be divided into “luminous objects” and “non-luminous objects”.
Luminous objects
· Examples: Sun, stars, laser pointer, torch, electric light, candles, matches
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Sun and stars can emit light while the other examples can emit light by themselves through electricity/ignition. Thus, they are called “luminous objects”. “Luminous objects” can also be regarded as “light sources”.
· Light emitted from “luminous objects” can enter into our eyes directly (without any reflection) and thus we can see it. 

Non-luminous objects
· Examples: Moon, wood, stone, book, desk, chair, photos, human, mirror 
”Non-luminous objects” cannot emit light by themselves. When light shines on the object, its surface reflects the light emitted from the light source. That is why we can see it. Take the Moon as an example. The surface of the Moon reflects the light emitted from the sun, allowing us to see the moon.
· Most of the “non-luminous objects” can be categorized into “opaque objects” and “transparent objects”.
· When light shines on an opaque object, no light can penetrate the object but the light is reflected (*except certain objects in black color). Therefore, we can see “opaque objects”.
* Certain black objects absorb most of the light, and thus not much light can be reflected. The absent of light is called black color. 
· When light shines on a transparent object, some light can penetrate the object while some light are reflected. Therefore, we can see “transparent objects”.
