General Studies for Primary Schools
	Camouflage of animals - Teacher reference
	Key Stage(KS)
	KS2

	Learning objectives
	Students are able to
· describe the structural adaptations of animals to the environment for survival.
· understand how camouflage protects animals against predators.
· master science process skills, include observing, recording and analysing results.

	Safety precautions
	· When using scissors, pay attention to the sharp edges.

	Reference
information
	· Some animals protect themselves from predators by means of camouflage. They can camouflage themselves in different ways. Some animals change the colour of their feathers or fur depending on the seasons. For example, the arctic fox living in the North Pole is white in winter and brown in summer. Some animals have body shapes and colours that blend into their surroundings. Examples are as follows:
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      A frog rests on the soil.            A stick insect stands on a plant. 
· Survival of the fittest – Animals (Chinese version only)
Content: Worksheet and video 
http://resources.hkedcity.net/resource_detail.php?rid=1797100790








General Studies for Primary Schools
Camouflage of animals - Worksheet
Inquiry question: How does camouflage protect animals against predators?
Materials: green paper (A3x1, A4x1), red paper (A4x1), scissors (1), stopwatch (1) 
(Students work in pairs – Students A and B))









Steps

1.  Cut out 15 green cards and 15 red cards. The size of each piece is about 2cm x 2cm.
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2.  Spread out the cards on the green paper (A3). 
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                                                  green cards 
                                                 


                                                  red cards
		 
3.  Student B is responsible for counting time by a stopwatch.
4.  Student A picks up as many cards (one by one) as possible in 10 seconds. 
5.  Count the number of each colour cards that student A picked up, record the results in the table on page 2.
6.  Students exchange their roles and repeat steps 2 to 5. 
	

[bookmark: _GoBack]1
[image: C:\Users\chuyuensan\Desktop\pen.png]Results 能力較高的學生


	Student
	Number of green cards
	Number of red cards 

	A
	
	

	B
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Questions


1.  Which colour of cards did you and your group member pick up more? 

____________________________________________________________________

2.  Which colour of cards is harder to find? Why?

   ____________________________________________________________________

3.  How does camouflage protect animals against predators?

   ____________________________________________________________________
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Conclusion


  Some animals change their body shapes or colours to adapt the environment, this is called ‘camouflage’. The animals (  look similar to  /  look different from  ) 
their surroundings. Therefore, it is (  easier  /  harder  ) for the predators to find them.
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Suggested answers
Results:
	Student
	Number of green cards
	Number of red cards 

	A
	5
	10

	B
	8
	13




Questions:
1.  Red cards
2.  Green cards were harder to find because their colour is the same as the background.
3.  Camouflage can protect animals against predators because the predators are hard to find them.

Conclusion:
Some animals change their body shapes or colours to adapt the environment, this is 
called ‘camouflage’. The animals  (  look similar to  /  look different from  )  
their surroundings. Therefore, it is (  easier  /  harder  ) for the predators to find them.
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