General Studies for Primary Schools
Understanding Lever – Student notes

1. 	Picture A shows a hanger with a bottle. 
· “Point of load” refers to the position of the bottle (load/heavy object).
· “Pivot” refers to the position that supports the hanger. 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]2. 	Metal nuts are hung on the other side of the hanger to make it balance. (Diagram B)
· “Point of effort” refers to the position of metal nuts (i.e. effort).
· “Load arm” refers to the distance between point of load and pivot. (Extended concept)
· “Effort arm” refers to the distance between point of effort and pivot. (Extended concept)
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3. When the distance between the point of load and the pivot is equal to 
  the distance between the point of effort and the pivot, 
  the weight of the bottle is equal to the weight of the metal nuts.
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