General Studies for Primary Schools
Lesson design
Functions of the nervous system
	Key Stage
	KS2

	Learning time
	35 minutes

	Learning objectives
	Students are able to
· recognise the nervous system consists of the brain, spinal cord and nerves
· recognise the functions of the nervous system
· master science process skills which include observing, measuring and recording
· show curiosity and sustain interest in learning science

	Safety precaution
	Teacher should pay attention to the safety of students when they stand on one leg with eyes closed. It’s better to move away the desks and chairs which prevent students from hitting them.



	Teaching flow
	Content

	Motivation
	· [bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]Q: What will you do if you see a bunch of beautiful 
flowers placed on a table?. 
A: Free answers 
(e.g. I will walk closer and smell the sweet smelling 
of the flowers.)
· Q: Which organ helps us to control the body to
have such actions?
A: Brain 

	Development
	Conducting the activity: Stand on one leg
· Explain the steps of the activity.
· Divide students into groups of two, in which there are students A and B. 
· Students conduct the activity. (Suggested time limit for the activity is four minutes)
· Ask students to compare the time that they could stay balanced for the two attempts. Explain that eyes collect information and send it to the brain. The brain coordinates the body to stay balanced.
· Ask students to complete the worksheet.
· Discuss the answers with students.

	Development
	Recognising the main parts and functions of the nervous system
· Introduce the main parts and functions of the nervous system using: 
(1) ETV: https://www.hkedcity.net/etv/resource/1561408703 (Chinese version only) or
(2) powerpoint (prepared by the teacher)
· Ask students questions:
· Q: What are the parts of the nervous system?
A: Brain, spinal cord and nerves
· Q: What are the functions of the nervous system?
A: The nervous system controls and coordinates the body.

	Conclusion
	· The nervous system is made up of the brain, the spinal cord and nerves. 
· The nervous system controls and coordinates the body.



Examples of questioning
	· Q: Why is it more difficult for our body to balance when eyes are closed?
A: It would be hard for the body to balance if eyes cannot collect information and send it to the 
brain.
· Q: Which body system does the brain belong to?
A: The nervous system.



	Common misconception
	· Misconception: All body systems work independently.  
Fact: There are interaction and coordination among systems.
         e.g. “Walking” requires coordination between the bone system, nervous system and muscle system.
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