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The Racket The Ball
” ] « may be of any size, shape or weight but « shall be spherical, with a
/ The Service the blade shall be flat and rigid diameter of 40mm, and

i
I
» Service shall start with the ball resting freely on the open palm of the server's stationary free hand I « must be black on one side, and of a weigh 2.7g
and the palm should be above the level of the playing surface and behind the server's end line. I bright colour (blue, purple, green, red or shall be made of plastic
|
\

The server shall then project the ball near vertically upwards, without imparting spin, so that it rises pink) clearly distinguishable from black material and shall be white or
at least 16cm after leaving the palm of the free hand and from the colour of the ball on the orange, and matt.
As the ball is falling, the server shall strike it so that it touches first his or her court and then touches other
directly the receiver's court; in doubles, the ball shall touch successively the right half court of server .
and receiver.
if in service the ball touches the net assembly, provided the service is otherwise correct, the rally
shall be a let
The Return

» The ball, having been served or returned, shall be struck with the racket so that it touches the

opponent's court, either directly or after touching the net assembly
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The Match

« A match shall consist of the best
of any odd number of games.
For instance, Olympic singles
and mixed doubles events are
~” best-of-7-games, while Olympic
team events are best-of-5-
games
« A game shall be won by the player or pair first scoring 11 points unless both
players or pairs score 10 points, when the game shall be won by the first
player or pair subsequently gaining a lead of 2 points

Score a Point
 if an opponent fails to make a correct service
» if an opponent fails to make a correct return
« if the ball passes over his or her court or beyond
his or her end line without touching his or her
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if an opponent obstructs the ball the side line

if an opponent deliberately strikes the ball more
than once in succession
if an opponent, or anything an opponent wears or
carries, moves the playing surface or touches the
net assembly
if an opponent's free hand touches the playing
surface
Source: ITTF Statutes 2025
Acknowledgements to the Hong Kong, China Table Tennis Association
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