Personal and Social Issues: Environmental Ethics 
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Suggested Time allocation: 4 teaching periods (40 minutes each)
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To teach students the following concepts and knowledge:

	· Value

· Instrumental value

· Intrinsic value

· Environmental Ethics


To cultivate students of the following skills:

	· Critical thinking skill

· Research skill and study skill

· Information and technology skills


	To cultivate students of the following values and attitude:

＊  Care about and protect the environment

· Make bold and relevant criticism instead of being an echo of others’ opinions

· Rationally criticise and discuss different opinions and standpoints with an open manner.
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1. Suggested Teaching Strategies:
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2.
Teaching Materials：
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The Planning Department had completed a feasibility study on Central and Wanchai Reclamation in 1989. A new round of sea reclamation would launch in between the Hong Kong-Macau Ferry Pier in Sheung Wan and the typhoon shelter in Causeway Bay. The project would affect the area near Central, the Tamar Site and the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre, which were all separated by gardens and greenbelts. The project was divided into 5 phases and 3 of them were completed in between 1993 and 2006. They were Central Phase I & II and Wanchai Phase I. 32.3 hectares of land were reclaimed. The remaining Central Reclamation Phase III and Wanchai Development Phase II are in progress and being reviewed respectively.

The major objective of the reclamation project is to supply land for constructing infrastructure, such as the Hong Kong Station of the Tung Chung Line, the Airport Express, the Shatin to Central Link, the North Island Line, the Central-Wanchai Bypass, the Island Eastern Corridor Link and the Central Piers. Moreover, the project involves the construction of a world-class waterfront promenade and aims to improve the neighbouring crowded districts by providing supplementary open space on the new reclamation.

The on-going Central Reclamation Phase III involves reclamation of the Central waterfront at Tamar Site. The reclaimed land will link up the existing Central and Wanchai reclaimed areas. It will be used for constructing the Central Piers, railways and roadways, the military dock and the waterfront promenade. Works have started in February 2003. They are scheduled to be completed by the end of the year 2008. 

Wanchai Development Phase II, which is being reviewed at the moment, will supply land linking the Wanchai reclaimed area and the Causeway Bay waterfront. The reclamation will be used for the construction of railways and roadways, neighbouring with some green and leisure facilities, so as to enhance the harbour-front. Since the Hong Kong SAR Government lost in the judicial review on Wanchai Reclamation in 2003, the project has been reviewed. There has been no conclusion yet.

Before 1980 when environmental protection was not popular, sea reclamation seemed to provide Hong Kong with a lot of foreseeable benefits. Protest against sea reclamation was hardly heard in those days.

Starting from mid 90’s, some environmentalists started to advocate the importance of preserving the Victoria Harbour, which as well raised the awareness of a lot of Hong Kong citizens. Several campaigns were started to protect and preserve the Victoria Harbour. Among those, the establishment of the Society for the Protection of Harbour (SPH) was the best-known. The Society conducted the “Save Our Harbour” Campaign in 1996, which was well supported and 170,000 signatures from the Hong Kong public were received. The same year in May, the Society succeeded in opposing the Government's proposal of reclaiming the Green Island. Later in June, the Society sent the the Protection of the Harbour Bill to the Legislative Council. In December, a petition with 148,041 signatures was sent to the Governor-in-Council Chris Patten. Finally, the Protection of the Harbour Ordinance was legislated in June 1997.


After 1997, there has been growing objection to the sea reclamation project. In 1998, the SPH led numerous conservation groups to protest against the proposal of sea reclamation at Kowloon Bay and the Central Waterfront at Tamar Site. The Hong Kong SAR Government was forced to pull down the project and review the proposal. In October 1999, the former Chief Executive, TUNG Chee-hwa promised in his 1999 Policy Address to downsize the reclamation plan for the Harbour and to follow the ‘Principle of Sustainable Development’ as a major concern of the public. In 2001, the reclamation project in the Green Island came to a standstill due to the protest of the conservation groups. 

The most well-known event in the history of protest against reclamation happened in 2004. On 9th January 2004, the SPH succeeded in halting the sea reclamation in Wanchai Waterfront. The Court of Final Appeal approved the Protection of the Harbour Ordinance. The Court of Final Appeal also listed the following 3 principles during the judgment, which became the prerequisites of any reclamation: 

1. A need should only be regarded as overriding if it is a compelling and present need;

2. That there should be no reasonable alternative;  

3. That the proposed reclamation should be kept to a minimum. 


  Although the government won in the lawsuit concerning the Central Reclamation in 2005, the public started to keep an eye on other reclamation projects. Owing to the must to fit the first prerequisite: the project must be “overriding”, “compelling” and it has to be a “present need”, planning has been greatly confined, e.g. the construction of a heliport near the HKCEC has been congealed due to the prohibition of reclamation. Moreover, to avoid further litigation, the government set up the Harbour-front Enhancement Committee to advise the government and to draw together community's aspirations and efforts.
Source: http://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E4%B8%AD%E7%92%B0%E5%8F%8A%E7%81%A3%E4%BB%94%E5%A1%AB%E6%B5%B7%E8%A8%88%E5%8A%83
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1. Suggested Teaching Strategies:
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	[image: image2.wmf]    Part A: to get familiar with the details of the sea reclamation project
	1: Details of the sea reclamation project



	
	2: Reasons of sea reclamation mentioned in the project plan


	Category of the reason(s):



	
	3: the aims of the project


	Category of the reason(s):



	
	4: method(s) for achieving the aims
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	Part B: The reasons why you affirm or oppose the sea reclamation project
	Affirming: 
	Category of the reason(s):



	
	Opposing:
	Category of the reason(s):



	Part C: Aim(s) of the reclamation project and why it should not be achieved
	Affirmative (Aim(s) of the reclamation project):


	Category of the reason(s):



	
	Negative (Reason(s) why the project should not be carried out):
	Category of the reason(s):



	Part D: ways to achieve the result(s)  stated in Part C
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	Role 1
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	Harbour-front Enhancement Committee
	The Harbour-front Enhancement Committee was established by the government. It aims to act as the channel for the public to express their opinions towards the land use planning and development of the Victoria Harbour. The opinions will reach the government through the Development Bureau. The Chairman of the Committee is Professor LEE Chack-fan, a professional in civil engineering. 

	Role 2
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	Planning Department
	Planning Department, under the Development Bureau, is responsible for urban planning in Hong Kong. It is also closely correlated with the Town Planning Board. Mrs. Ava NG TSE  Suk-ying, JP is the current Director of Planning.

	Role 3
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	Society for Protection of the Harbour
	Society for Protection of the Harbour is established in November, 1995. It is a charitable, non-political and non-profit making environmental organization, which aims at protecting our Victoria Harbour from destruction through Government's excessive reclamation.

The mission of the society is to preserve the Victoria Harbour, so that it will not be destroyed by inappropriate development, while at the same time constructive urban planning along the waterfront can be enhanced. Victoria Harbour is a unique public asset and natural heritage of Hong Kong, its preservation is for the benefit of the current generation as well as the future ones. 
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1. Suggested Teaching Strategies:


2. Teaching Material: 



Source: http://www.dab.org.hk/tr/main.jsp?content=article-content.jsp&articleId=1876&categoryId=1224

	The Victoria Harbour is one of the important natural resources with distinctive features in Hong Kong. It needs preservation and protection. We are not saying that all reclamation projects should be banned. Instead, we are only against reclaiming the sea too easily and frequently. Sea reclamation is necessary only when there is not enough land for indispensable infrastructure. Therefore, as always, the Liberal Party disputes the Central Reclamation Project 

   The total area of the Central and Wanchai Reclamation is approximately 59 hectares, as stated in the project plan. Back when the plan was announced, the government claimed that the project aimed to provide more land for transport development. However, the area seemed a lot more than enough, which even exceeds both the areas needed for developing the Central-Wanchai Bypass and the overrun tunnel of the Airport Express. Even if the tunnel is going to be extended in the future, in connection to the North Island Line, such large-scale reclamation seems unnecessary.
In addition, the government does not provide enough reasons why it is necessary to obtain the extra 10.38 hectares of land for commercial land use through sea reclamation. We believe further development in Central will worsen the uneven distribution of residential land use and commercial land use there, pulling up people’s transport cost and the demand for transport facilities in the society. On second thought, even if there is the need to expand the commercial zone in the Central District, the government should as well take into consideration the advice suggested by the Hong Kong Institute of Architects two years ago, to follow the additional plot ratio stated in the Building (Planning) Regulation. With this done, the area of the Central and Wanchai Reclamation can be reduced by 44%, still with sufficient floor area for commercial purposes. 

The Hong Kong Park, the Hong Kong Zoological and Botanical Gardens, the Chater Garden and the Statue Square, all in Central, have already provided enough space and open area. The reclamation project adds nothing but solely reduce the Victoria Harbour.





Source: Released by the Liberal Party on 3rd July 1998
http://www.liberal.org.hk/contents/modules/news/shownewsdetails.php?newsid=6405&page=126&filtergroupid=8&panchor=news6405

:
 

1. Suggested Teaching Strategies:



Introduction:


	Continuous global warming and air pollution force us to reflect upon and take further actions to protect the environment. However, this raises conflicts against economic development. In Hong Kong, the sea reclamation project in Central and Wanchai planned by the government has raised sufficient protest among the environmentalists as well as the public concern.


	Should the project be supported owing to the urban development on Hong Kong Island, or be protested due to the need to conserve the quality harbour? This is an issue about the common goal and conflicts between economic development and environmental protection. The analysis contains the topic based on values and the major principles in environmental ethics are as follows.





Learning and Teaching Objectives: Through a number of choices, briefly introducing the students to the definitions of “value” and bring up the issue “Urban Development versus the Conservation of the Victoria Harbour”, teacher encourages the students to make choices according to their personal values. 





1.1	List the choices (c.f. Material 1) and let the students decide. (This can be carried out as a game: dividing the classroom into two areas, each represents a choice, i.e. doing revision or watching TV drama. Students have to go to the corresponding area according to the choices they have made.)





1.2	Ask students their reasons of choices. (Let students write down their reasons on the blackboard, c.f. Worksheet 1.)





1.3	Make use of the materials on the board and discuss with the students the cases and different categories of their reasons of choices. 





1.4	Help students reflect on: What are the criteria of making choices? (Hints: The criteria should be based on students’ choices, most likely to be benefits, interests etc.)





1.5	Teacher summarises: People usually judge before making choices. They consider whether the choices give rise to personal or public benefits, or whether they fit for personal or public interests. “Benefits” and “interests” are therefore the criteria of making choices and they are usually called “values”, i.e. people make choices according to the values and worthiness of things. 





1.6	Teacher explains: The definition and classification of value (e.g. Instrumental value and intrinsic value). 請參閱「教育局課程發展處教師培訓講座之『從倫理學的進路討論環境問題』──陳慎慶博士主講的『環境倫理的主要學說』簡報」。（http://www.edb.gov.hk/FileManager/TC/Content_5642/ee.ppt）and categorise the choices in 1.1 based on values (students have to write their arguments in 1.2 on Worksheet 1.)





1.7	Assignment: Teacher brings up the issue for discussion - sea reclamation in Central and Wanchai (c.f. Material 2), asking students to do researches on the issue “For or against the sea reclamation project and why?” and explain their standpoints in the following period. 





Case 1


You have an examination tomorrow. The last episode of a TV drama series you have watched for a month is going to be broadcast tonight, but you still have to revise an important topic. You can either do your revision and give up watching the TV programme or vice versa. If you are going to watch the programme, it would be too late to do anymore revision..


1: Doing revision 		2: Watching TV programme








Case 2


You have a 5 dollar coin in your pocket, which is just enough for you to buy a bun for breakfast. Just when you have stepped into the bakery shop, a student asks you to buy a flag for charity. If you give him your last 5 dollar coin, you will trade your breakfast with a flag. 


1: Buy the flag 		2: Buy a bun





Case 3


There are a lot of charities collecting donations on Saturdays. SPCA and ORBIS, both selling coupons of $100 each, approach you and solicit for donations at the same time. You can only make donation to one of the charities because you do not have much money.


1: SPCA 		2: ORBIS 
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Learning and Teaching Objectives: Use the sea reclamation project in Central and Wanchai as an example and arrange the materials collected, so as to enhance students’ understanding of the principle of value.





1.1 Divide the class into several groups. Encourage students to share the materials they have collected. Ask students to choose a side, either to affirm or to oppose the reclamation project and arrange the materials based on their standpoints towards the project. Teachers should remind students to record their thinking process starting from material collection till coming up with a decision. Each group has to select a member to do a presentation. (Teacher can provide each group an A3 paper for filling out the key ideas.)





1.2 Students have to comment on each group’s choice and thinking mode, and vote for the best.





1.3 Teacher summarizes and suggests the students a thinking method for their reference (c.f. 1.3.1). After drawing the model on the board or giving them handouts, ask the students to compare their own mode of thinking with the one provided by the teacher.





1.3.1 Mode of thinking for reference (Buddhist teacher can explain using the four Noble Truths)


Part A: Follow the steps and be familiar with the details of the sea reclamation project:


1: Understand the topic (look for the details of the sea reclamation project) (the Truth of Suffering: to understand the phenomenon)


2: Sum up the reasons of sea reclamation mentioned in the project plan (the Truth of Arising of Suffering: to understand the causes and reasons)


3: Identify what the project wants to achieve (the Truth of Cessation of Suffering: to identify the goal or outcome could be achieved after resolving the problems)


4: Sum up the ways to achieve such result(s) (the Truth of methods for ending suffering: to find out the solutions)





Part B: 1: According to the materials summed up in Part A, explain whether you agree to the basis of argument of the sea reclamation project (Truth of Arising of Suffering: to state the reasons of affirming and opposing)


Think whether examples from other reference materials have been quoted, such as the reasons why some related organizations affirm or oppose the project, in order to reinforce your argument 





Part C: Explain why you affirm or oppose the sea reclamation project (Truth of Cessation of Suffering: the expected consequences)





Part D: Find out the ways to achieve the aim(s) stated in Part C (Truth of methods for ending suffering: application)





1.4 Distribute Worksheet 1 and ask students to categorise both the materials collected and their own opinions according to the above mode of thinking. (Teacher can provide certain materials to support those less able students. For reference, please visit the following website and help students categorise the materials:  http://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E9%A6%99%E6%B8%AF%E5%A1%AB%E6%B5%B7%E5%B7%A5%E7%A8%8B) 





1.5 Ask students to fill out Part B and C, putting the values under different categories according to Part A in 1.4. Help students check the answers.





1.6 Assignment: Ask students to reflect upon the following question: Now that both sides affirming and opposing the reclamation project have their own values. But which side worth more? Ask students to reach a mutual agreement. Distribute a role card (Material 1) to each group and ask students to collect relevant materials, according to the role specified on the card, for the role-playing and debate during the next period.


�





Learning and Teaching Objectives: By teaching the students major principles in Environmental Ethics: Anthropocentrism and ecocentrism (or life-centred theory), let them further reflect upon the issue “the Central and Wanchai Reclamation project





Recall the question discussed in the last period: Both sides affirming and opposing the reclamation project make their own value judgment. Ask students to decide which side worth more and reach a mutual agreement. Teacher has to explain the major principles in Environmental Ethics: Anthropocentrism and ecocentrism (or life-centred theory). Teacher can play the PowerPoint about the major principles in Environmental Ethics prepared by Dr. CHAN Shun-hing.


(Buddhist teacher can make reference to “The Ethics of Buddhism” authored by Master SHIH Chao-hwei, so as to further understand the relation between Buddhism and the above two principles.)





Ask students to make use of what they have learnt during the first period, “the definitions and categories of value” (e.g. Instrumental value and intrinsic value) and the major principles in Environmental Ethics, analyse the two passages, one affirmative and another negative, about the Central and Wanchai Reclamation project. Please refer to Materials 1 and 2.





�





Central Reclamation is the remaining construction of the Central and Wanchai Reclamation. The reclaimed land will be used for constructing the Central-Wanchai Bypass, which will connect the Connaught Road West flyover and the Island Eastern Corridor, aiming to solve the severe traffic congestion in the central business district in North and Central Hong Kong Island.


	Central has always been the district of hustle and bustle in Hong Kong. The reclamation project in previous years has brought Central a lot of land for commercial land use. Various skyscrapers, such as the IFC Phase I and II and the Airport Express Hong Kong Station inaugurated. However, they have greatly burdened the transport in the Central District. In order to maintain the advantageous position of Central District as the business and financial kernel in Hong Kong, there is an urgent need to correct the transport problem. But how? There are two possible ways: Either to congeal all development projects in North Hong Kong Island so as to prevent the traffic congestion from deteriorating, or to take action in order to solve the problem, such as to consider sea reclamation.


	I believe all those who have suffered from the traffic jam in Central, would agree to the urgency of solving the problem. In view of curing the transport problem in the Central District, I applaud the government for the reclamation project, only if the reclaimed land is used for transport development. I am strongly against sea reclamation if the government uses the land for commercial purposes. 


Author: MA Lik 


(Chairman of the Democratic Alliance for Betterment of Hong Kong (DAB) from 2003-2007),





Learning and Teaching Objectives: By holding a forum, encourage students to debate whether to reclaim the sea, reinforcing students’ knowledge about the major principles in Environmental Ethics: Anthropocentrism and ecocentrism (or life-centred theory), let them further reflect upon the topic “the Central and Wanchai Reclamation project”.








Divide the class into groups according to last period’s style. Each group sends a representative to play the roles on respective role cards distributed during Period 3, so as to form a forum (with the style of City Forum) and start debating. Teacher can be the moderator of the forum. Remaining students in the groups become the audiences of the forum. (Different groups represent people with different roles and standpoints, as stated on the role cards.)





Demonstration:


Harbour-front Enhancement Committee�
Planning Department�
Moderator�
Citizen�
Society for Protection of the Harbour�
�
�


�





1.2	Each student on stage expresses his/her points of view and gives reasons according to his/her roles in order to convince the others. The audiences have to jot down different representatives’ standpoints and opinions. Round 1: students on stage give their speeches; round 2: moderator facilitates the free debate on stage; round 3: let the audiences voice their opinions (Teacher distributes A3 paper to students to take records)





1.3	Teacher ask the students playing the audience role, according to what the students on stage have said, what are the criteria to distinguish which of the opinions and methods worth more? What do they take into consideration? (Hints to less able students: Do they consider the benefits for themselves, for the public, for the economy of the society, or for the environment?)





1.4	After explanation, ask students to judge the value orientations of those on stage. (which one worth more? Do they fit or contradict anthropocentrism or ecocentrism?)





1.5	Ask students to use “My opinions about the Central and Wanchai Reclamation project” as the title, then make use of the definitions and categories of value (e.g. instrumental value and intrinsic value) and the major principles in Environmental Ethics, discuss their views about the reclamation project. (Students can make use of religious teachings to further develop their answers)
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