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The Hong Kong Budding Poets (English) Award 2005-06

The Hong Kong Budding Poets (English) Award 2005-06 is co-organized by the Gifted Education (GE)
Section and the Native-speaking English Teacher (NET) Section. lt aims at providing a platform for
students to think creatively, inspiring them with a passion for poetry, identifying those gifted in English and
providing them with further training in writing poems.

The competition is open to all upper primary and junior secondary school students. There are 2 rounds in
the competition. In the preliminary, all entries are judged by a panel of adjudicators. Entries are assessed on
originality, use of [anguage, artistic quality, expression of the theme and construction. 20 entries from each
category (primary, secondary and open) are selected. In the final, all selected entrants bave to attend an
individual interview to share their views on their submitted poems with the adjudicators. Awards are given
according to the quality of the poem and the performance of the student in the interview. Results are
announced in the prize-giving ceremony and award winners are invited to recite their award-winning poems.

Four identical workshops on poetry writing (two for primary &
two for secondary| are conducted, aiming at equipping the front [ine
teachers with the necessary skills and techniques to off school-based
programme to nurture the potential of those linguistically gifted.

The Award offers unique opportunities to students and teachers
in creative writing in English. The main idea of this competition is
that writing creatively brings students the thrill of experimenting with
their senses and encourages the kind of perceptive observations that

From left to right: will make them alive to their surroundings, the beauty of organization,
Mr. Wong Chung-po (Gifted Education Section, EMB)and of course more opportunities for writing. lt is expected that the
Mr. Peter Broe[NET Section, EMB), Hon. Audrey Eu competition can bring about the kind of imagination and passion for

M. Ralph Barnes (NET Section, EMBJand creative writing that can be kindled in students everywhere.
Mr. Chan Pui-tin (Gifted Education Section, EMB)

In fact, judging from the quality of entries, we are proud
to claim that the competition opens up a space for The Winners of Open Section
independence and imagination, allowing maximum
range for students' creativity. lt also allows students to
develop precision and joy in working with language. We
trust that students could have enhanced their skills and
confidence through their participation, which in turn
would help them throughout their studies in school.

We also treasure the interview session in which
the students could have an opportunity to share
with us how they came up with the ideas for the The Winners of Primary Section
poems, their writing and editing process, the
difficulties they encountered and how they
overcame them. We were impressed by
students' confidence when they showed
no hesitation in proclaiming that they
were proud of their own poems.

It is our honour to have invited
the Honourable Audrey Eu to be the
guest of honour at the Prize-giving
Ceremony. Ms Eu delivered an
impressive speech to share her view
on creativity and experiences in reading
and writing poetry.

The Winners of Secondary Section
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