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In Hong Kong… the paradise of entertainment consumerism is prevailing. If Hong Kong is the “City of 

Life”, then life must be a mall. Mid-season sale, wide variety of goods, new arrival, discounts. People 

keep filling their wardrobe with brand new items. But what’s going on behind the glamourous 

wardrobe? 

 

Buffet, sit-down meals are offered at attractive prices and discounts everywhere in Hong Kong to 

meet human greed. Yet, what’s the problem brought about by these enchantments? Wastage. It has 

been a common phenomenon for people to leave food unfinished. These leftovers are doomed to 

become wastes everyday. Carrier is also a concern. Non-degradable foam containers, plastic bags 

and eating utensils are typical in take-away services. These are doing grave harm to the 

environment. 

 

Effects of consumerism certainly do not end here. With furniture being discounted to costing around 

a thousand dollars, people now have a higher tendency to make replacements more frequently. As a 

consequence, durable furniture becomes piling solid wastes. What is the fate of the enormous 

amount of waste?  

 

In fact, more than 7,000 tonnes, which is about 60% of the municipal solid wastes in Hong Kong, 

goes to the Refuse Collection Points, which are then transferred to three strategic landfills. The 

continuous growth in waste loads leads to the saturation of landfills in Hong Kong in 6 to 10 years’ 

time, which is far earlier than expected. What should be done at this critical moment then?  

 

With the overuse of plastic bags being the major cause of the growing amount of domestic waste, the 

government has introduced the “No Plastic Bags Day” campaign to cool down the demand for this 

environmentally-harmful product. People then have to pay for the plastic bags on the first Tuesdays 

of each month.  

 

Blue for waste paper, brown for plastics, yellow for metal containers. To promote recycling, recycling 

bins are also provided in public areas by the government. Other efforts like the Salvation Army 

recycling programme, encourages people of all walks of life to donate their outworn clothes. This is 

widely supported by schools in Hong Kong, in particular the primary schools, as part of the civic 

education curriculum for their students.  
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So, what about the free newspapers that we can get almost everywhere nowadays? Special 

recycling bins are actually provided in MTR stations for them. Encouragingly, the practice of reusing 

and recycling paper is also activated in some of the offices to show their support in reducing wastes.  

 

Blue sky, nice flowers, the natural beauty of Hong Kong are surly something that we do cherish. The 

government has been working on the problem of wastage. How about you? Are you ready to play 

your own part? 

 

 

 


