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Abstract

Teaching English fo today's “digital
natives” infroduces a host of challenges
and opportunities for teachers. On
the one hand, the internet and digital
entertainment such as video games
seem to compete for our students’
attention, making it more and more
difficult for us to motivate them. On the
other hand, digital media also make
available unprecedented opportunities
for students to engage with the English
language and communicate with people all over the world.

Drawing on research in psychology, linguistics and communication
studies, this talk will explore the new kinds of “literacies” children must
develop to successfully communicate using digital media, and the new
kinds of skills feachers must develop to motivate students to learn English
and help them to take advantage of the new opportunities digital
media make available.
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