




About the Learning English through Sports Communication elective module

The Learning English through Sports Communication module facilitates learners 
in reading, viewing and producing a range of texts in sports contexts. Learners will 
encounter the rich body of language used in describing sports, playing sports and 
talking about sports, as well as the terms and idioms derived from sport and used in 
everyday language.

Sports communication does not confine itself only to directly talking about the rules of 
sports or sports games, for example as sports articles or commentary, it may also include 
sports product reviews, sports personalities and their fan sites and media presence and 
surveys about sports matters.

This module comprises seven units which each explore typical sporting contexts. These 
units are:

Unit 1   What is Sports Communication?
Unit 2   Sports Articles
Unit 3   Interviewing a Sports Personality
Unit 4   Survey Reports
Unit 5   Fan Pages
Unit 6   Sports Product Reviews
Unit 7   Sports Communication Olympics

The units present a variety of tasks covering useful English language skills practised in 
novel scenarios. An extensive knowledge of sport is not a requirement of the module 
but students may be surprised to find how pervasive sports references are in English.

Disclaimer: The websites quoted in these units were available at the time of publication. 
Teachers are advised to check the status of the sites before teaching the unit. Teachers 
may need to use other sites appropriate to the requirements of the task if the quoted 
sites are no longer current.

Rationale for this publication

In NETworking: Using Sports Communication in the English Classroom, you will find 
teaching resources that are designed to support local English teachers and NETs in Hong 
Kong responsible for teaching the Learning English through Sports Communication 
elective module in the Three-year Senior Secondary English Language Curriculum.

Although this publication is designed to be a companion to the Sports Communication 
elective module, it is hoped that teachers will also find the materials useful as an integral 
part of the school-based English Language curriculum.

Introduction
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What is Sports Communication?

1. Introduction

In this unit, students will explore the concept of sports communication by reading, 
viewing, and responding to, a variety of sports-related texts. 

Once students have developed an understanding of the concept, activities that are 
designed to help students build on what they already know can then be provided.

2. Objectives

By the end of this unit, students will be able to:
• understand the concept of sports communication; and
• respond to a variety of sports-related texts.

The language skill focus will be: 
- viewing and describing how different types of texts are organised and expressed.

3. Overview of Activities

Activity 1: Introducing Sports Communication
Activity 2: Activating Prior Knowledge
                (a) ‘What We Know’ Word Web
                (b) Sports Idioms in Everyday English
                (c) Olympic Games Crossword
 

What is Sports Communication?
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Activity 1:   Introducing Sports Communication 

To begin the module, the following online resources can be used to introduce students 
to various types of sports communication. You may wish to consider your students’ 
interests and choose other websites.

Product information
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-89nkQLvibM

Fans    
http://www.beckham-magazine.com/frames.html

Events    
http://www.mevents.org.hk/en/about_introduction.php
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cPRtvl2Ai4I&feature=related

Commentary   
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xuo51XB4sHY 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUVh-V_KnPQ&feature=related

Show the websites and ask students to fill in Activity 1 Worksheet 1: Response Sheet. 

Activity 1 Worksheet 1: Response Sheet is designed to encourage students to analyse 
and respond to the various types of sports communication.

Activity 1 
Worksheet 1: 
Introducing Sports 
Communication - 
Response Sheet

© NET Section, CDI, EDB, HKSAR                  Unit 1 - What is Sports Communication? 
Activity 1 Worksheet 1: Introducing Sports Communication - Response Sheet 

Watch the advertisement on http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-89nkQLvibM.  

What did you see? 

What did you hear? 

What did you read?  

Do you want to buy the product? Explain. 

Introducing Sports Communication 
Response Sheet 

Read the fan page on http://www.beckham-magazine.com/frames.html.  

What did you see? 

What did you hear? 

What did you read?  

Do you want to know more about this sports person? Explain. 

Name:     Class:___
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Activity 2:   Activating Prior Knowledge

(a) ‘What We Know’ Word Web

In groups, ask students to fill in a Word Web on a popular sport, e.g. basketball. One 
group reads their words to the class, while the other groups write down any words 
not in their own Webs. Then each group contributes any extra words they have. 
Finally, every group should have a complete Web of all the words known by the 
class. Words can be categorised into ‘action-related’, ‘equipment-related’, ‘player-
related’, etc. In doing this activity, students share their prior knowledge of sports 
vocabulary as a class. This activity may be repeated with other popular sports.

Other common words related to basketball might include: foul, guard, jump shot, lay up, 
MVP, overtime, rebound, referees, three-point line, time-out, travelling.

(b) Sports Idioms in Everyday English

Sports idioms are a common feature of the English language. Students may 
recognise such idioms without knowing they are related to sports. Give students an 
example of sports expressions commonly found in English by showing the video on 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I3JcmzPoRTI (0:00-1:10). Then, give students an 
example of this sports idiom, kicking off, in everyday English, e.g. 

‘Today we are kicking off our sports communication module.’

 

Basketball 

backboard 

slam dunk 

shoot 

hoop 

basket 

bounce 

pass 

dribble 
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Ask students, ‘What do you think kicking off means?’ Explain that in football, the players 
kick the ball to start the game. This is the literal meaning of kick off, but in more general 
English, it simply means begin or start something. Ask students for any examples of 
sports idioms they know, and discuss the meaning and the sport that the idiom came 
from. 

Ask students to complete Activity 2(b) Worksheet 1: Sports Idioms in Everyday English. 

Note to teachers: A comprehensive list of sports idioms used in everyday English can 
be found at http://www.englishclub.com/vocabulary/idioms-sports.htm. The website 
includes the sport of origin, meanings, example sentences and a quiz.

© NET Section, CDI, EDB, HKSAR                            Unit 1 - What is Sports Communication? 
Activity 2(b) Worksheet 1: Sports Idioms in Everyday English 

Name:     Class:___

Sports Idioms in Everyday English 

Idiom Example Meaning Sport of 
Origin 

1. the ball is in 
your court 

She has already refused 
your offer. Now the ball is in 
your court. What are you 
going to do? 

  

2. front runner Obama is the front runner in 
the election race and will 
likely be the next President. 

  

3. get off the 
hook 

Michael didn’t do his 
homework but got off the 
hook when the teacher 
forgot to check it. 

  

4. go overboard You just need to do the odd-
numbered questions. Don’t 
go overboard by doing all of 
them. 

  

5. take a rain 
check 

Sorry, I can’t have dinner 
tonight, but I’d like to take a 
rain check - maybe next 
week. 

  

6. jump the gun I know you are angry but 
don’t jump the gun and leave 
your job. You should wait 
until you have another one. 

  

7. keep one’s 
head above 
water 

I make just enough money to 
pay all my bills so I’m just 
able to keep my head above 
water. 

  

8. neck and neck The two candidates for Chief 
Executive are neck and 
neck. We don’t know who’s 
going to win the election. 

  

9. skate on thin 
ice 

You are skating on thin ice. If 
you don’t hand in your 
homework one more time, I’ll 
give you a detention.  

  

10. throw in the 
towel 

The politician threw in the 
towel when he realised he 
wouldn’t win the election. 

  

Read the idioms.  
Use the examples to guess their meaning and the sports that they originally came from. 

Activity 2(b) 
Worksheet 1: 
Sports Idioms in 
Everyday English
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(c) Olympic Games Crossword

The crossword link below is a good review of Olympic sports. Students may enjoy 
competing in groups to see who can finish this crossword first. 
http://www.englishmedialab.com/crosswords/olympics/index.html 

4. Assessment Form

The purpose of this section has been to introduce students to the Sports Communication 
elective module. As such, there is no formal assessment task or rubric included. Teachers 
could assess students informally on their group work and discussion.
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Sports Articles
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1. Introduction

In this unit, students will read and analyse sports articles. Students will identify commonly 
found language in sports articles and build upon their sports-related vocabulary. 
Students will produce a short article to report on what happened in a sports game.

2. Objectives

By the end of this unit, students will be able to:
• explain the differences between various types of sports articles;
• identify and use appropriate organisation and language features to write a sports 
   article; and 
• write a sports article.

The language skill focus will be: 
- identifying and using appropriate organisation and language features in writing a 
  sports article.

3. Overview of Activities

Activity 1: Introducing Sports Articles
Activity 2: Identifying the Structure and Language Features of a Sports Article 
Activity 3: Expanding Sports-related Vocabulary
Activity 4: Planning a Sports Article 
Activity 5: Writing a Sports Article
Activity 6: Creating an Effective Title for a Sports Article 
 

Sports Articles
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Introducing Sports Articles

Sport has become a multi-billion dollar industry. Sports-related news items can be 
found in all types of media. Indeed, there are magazines, radio stations and television 
networks that are dedicated entirely to sports. 

Traditionally, sports articles reported the highlights of recently-played popular sports. 
However, nowadays sports articles might include a description of an extreme sport, 
a profile of a famous athlete, gossip about sports personalities, or research on fitness 
activities.

Suggested procedures

Note to teachers: Find different types of sports articles, appropriate in length and 
difficulty for your class. Types of articles might include: a short biography of an athlete 
(athlete profile), a preview of a major sports event or competition, a game report, a list 
of fitness tips, a gossip item about a sports personality, etc. 

1. Ask each student to bring an example of a sports article. In groups of four, students 
share their articles and choose the one they like best and write a one-paragraph 
summary of this article. 

2. Distribute the teacher-provided sports articles, one to each group. Students read the 
teacher-provided article. Ask groups to compare and contrast the two articles. Use 
students’ explanations to develop a list of the kinds or types of sports articles.

3. Post all the articles around the classroom and ask groups to label the type of article 
with a post-it note. Discuss the labels and point out the variety. 

 

Identifying the Structure and Language Features of a Sports Article

This activity focuses on a common type of sports article, a short report (less than 500 
words) on a game. 
 

Activity 1: Introducing Sports Articles
In this activity, students will become familiar with various types of 
sports articles. They will bring articles on different themes to class and 
present them informally.
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Activity 2 Worksheet 1 is designed to analyse the language in an article on a sports game 
and how it is structured.

Suggested procedures 

1. Use pre- and while-reading strategies to guide students in reading the article on 
Activity 2 Worksheet 1. (Students should read for gist and general understanding, 
rather than understanding all the technical vocabulary.)

2. Discuss the purpose of the article, i.e. to report on what happened at a recent game. 
3. Introduce the typical structure of a game report (refer to Teacher Notes). On Activity 

2 Worksheet 1, ask students to identify the introduction, record of events, comments 
and conclusion in the article. Check answers. 

4. Explain the typical language features in a game report (refer to Teacher 
Notes). Review the grammar terminology as needed. Ask students to complete the 
worksheet, by circling, underlining and highlighting those language features. Check 
answers.

 

Activity 2 
Worksheet 1: 
Identifying 
the Structure 
and Language 
Features of a 
Sports Article

Name:     Class:___  

© NET Section, CDI, EDB, HKSAR                                  Unit 2 - Sports Articles 
Activity 2 Worksheet 1: Identifying the Structure and Language Features of a Sports Article 

 
Structure of a Sports Article 

 
In the report above, identify and label the... 

 
● introduction 
● record of events 
● comments 
● conclusion 

 

Japan win 5th HSBC Asian 5 Nations Top 5 Title 
[Tokyo, May 19, 2012] It may be a new Japan team but the result was just the same as the Brave 
Blossoms wrapped up the 2012 HSBC Asian Five Nations (HSBC A5N) Top 5 with an emphatic 67-0 win 
over Hong Kong. 

Hong Kong had hoped to silence the crowd by using their big front five to deny the Japanese any 
possession, but from the opening exchanges it was evident that Japan were too strong up front and too 
quick in the backs for an upset to occur. 

Left winger Hirotoki Onozawa led the try-spree with a brace of ties either side of halftime as Japan cruised 
to a straightforward victory against a Hong Kong team who had hoped they could repeat their performance 
from last year when they ran the Asian champions close in a 44-22 loss. 

Onozawa scored the 50th test try of this career when he smartly 
stepped outside Hong Kong fullback Ross Armour to touch down 
for Japan’s fifth try of the first half as Hong Kong struggled to shut 
down the relentless Japanese attack. 

Hong Kong was forced into making 130 tackles in the match as a 
rampant Japan pressed forward. It was not long before the 
constant attacks resulted in holes appearing in defense. 

Hong Kong was overwhelmed by the pace and power of Japan 
who dominated the breakdown area to run in 11 unanswered 
tries in a slick display in front of their home fans at Prince 
Chichibu Stadium. 

“That was our best performance of the HSBC Asian Five Nations,” said Japan coach Eddie Jones. “We 
had the game won by halftime. We played with a fair bit of discipline and control and I’m really pleased 
with the growth of the team.” 

Japan’s victory - their 20th straight bonus-point win in the competition - ensured Japan won the 
title for the fifth straight year.  

[adapted with permission from http://www.hkrugby.com/en/node/2108] 

Activity 2: Identifying the Structure and Language Features 
                 of a Sports Article
Before writing a report on a sports game, students should first identify 
the structure and how language is used in this type of article.
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Expanding Sports-related Vocabulary

The language in sports articles is descriptive and often emotive. Descriptions of the 
plays and events are usually technical and may be jargonistic. Readers may find an 
article difficult to understand if they are unfamiliar with the particular sport. 

It may be easier to read first for the gist of the article. Students can skim and scan the 
text for answers to:

What was the sport and event (game, tournament, competition, etc.)?
Where and when was it played?
Who played? 
What was the score? Who won?

After students have become familiar with the general content of the article, they then 
need to recognise the sports-specific language so they can better understand the text. 
 

 
Activity 3 Worksheet 1 is designed to expand students’ sports-related vocabulary.

Activity 3: Expanding Sports-related Vocabulary
In this activity, students are given a theme, such as ‘people in sports’, 
and skim an article to identify words related to the theme. Students then 
group the words into categories, such as ‘athletes’, ‘fans’, ‘organisers’, 
‘sponsors’. Students share their answers.

Activity 3 Worksheet 1: Expanding Sports-related Vocabulary

Name:     Class:___  

© NET Section, CDI, EDB, HKSAR                                Unit 2 - Sports Articles 
Activity 3 Worksheet 1: Expanding Sports-related Vocabulary  

List words that are related to:  
 
    ______________(theme). 
 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

 

Group the words in your list into categories. Fill in the Word Web below. 

(theme) 

(category) 

(words from your list) 
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Suggested procedures

Note to teachers: Choose a theme such as ‘people in sports’. Find four game reports 
which contain a variety of vocabulary related to the chosen theme. The procedures 
below and the worksheet provided exemplify the theme ‘people in sport’.

1. Distribute the articles, a different one per group. Ask groups to skim read their article 
for gist. Check comprehension.

2. Distribute Activity 3 Worksheet 1. Introduce the chosen theme. Ask for some examples 
of people mentioned in the reports, trying to elicit not simply proper names but also 
people such as coaches, fans and organisers. Students write the words in the list 
column. 
Ask students to scan for more words related to the chosen theme. If students are 
finding it difficult to identify more than proper names, they may need some strategies 
to help identify words related to the theme; for example, for words related to ‘people in 
sports’, students could use syntactic cues. Ask students to find the subject and object 
in a sentence – Is the subject and object a sports-related person? Or, ask students to 
pay attention to nouns ending in ‘er’ or ‘or’, common suffixes indicating a person, for 
example, ‘football supporters’.

3. Ask students to look at the list of words and group the words into categories. For 
example, people in sports might be grouped into what they do in the game. 

4. Label the categories of words, e.g. players, coaches, organisers. It is important that 
students come up with their own labels. Students may not have this language and 
need help in labelling the category. 

5. Ask groups to write the categories and words in the Word Web to complete Activity 
3 Worksheet 1. Students present their Word Webs to the class. Students add new 
categories and words from other groups to their Webs as appropriate. 

Planning a Sports Article

To prepare students for writing their own sports articles, a graphic organiser can be 
used. The graphic organiser can help students to connect key ideas and information.

Activity 4: Planning a Sports Article
In this activity, students use a graphic organiser to gather the information 
they will need to write their own sports article.
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Activity 4 Worksheet 1 is a graphic organiser that students can use to record their notes 
on a sports game. 

Suggested procedures

1. Distribute Activity 4 Worksheet 1. Play the first few seconds of the YouTube clip http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oa6IvmB8as8&feature=player_embedded and use 
Activity 4 Teacher Notes to demonstrate how to fill in Section 1 – Introduction. 

2. Play the rest of the YouTube video clip.
3. Use Activity 4 Teacher Notes to provide an example of the type of information found in 

Section 2. Play the clip again, stopping occasionally, while students try to add notes 
to Section 2. Remind students that notes should include events, highlights and any 
other important information given by the commentators.

4. Discuss what makes a good quote for a sports report. Play the clip once more, and 
elicit two examples of good quotes for Section 3. 

5. Discuss ideas that might be included in Section 4 - Conclusion, e.g. making predictions 
on the players’ future results, team’s overall standing. 

6. Ask students to look at their notes in Section 2 and choose any key vocabulary that 
could be useful in writing a sports report about Guo Jing Jing. Record the vocabulary 
in Section 5. Play the clip again as necessary.

Activity 4 Worksheet 1: 
Planning a Sports Article

© NET Section, CDI, EDB, HKSAR                  Unit 2 - Sports Articles 
Activity 4 Worksheet 1: Planning a Sports Article  

SECTION 1: Introduction — background information on the event 
 
Who was competing? ________________________________________  

   
What was the event? ________________________________________   
 
Where was the event? ___________________________________________  
 
When was the event? ___________________________________________   
 
 
SECTION 2: Record of what happened in the event and highlights 

 

     

Planning a Sports Article 

Name:     Class:___  

Activity 4 Teacher Notes:
Planning a Sports Article

© NET Section, CDI, EDB, HKSAR                               Unit 2 - Sports Articles 
Activity 4 Teacher Notes: Planning a Sports Article  

Guo Jing Jing 

2008 

Tijuana, Mexico 

FINA TELMEX Diving World Series 

 
Based on:  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oa6IvmB8as8&feature=player_embedded 

 
 
 
 
 

SECTION 1: Introduction — background information on the event 
 
Who was competing? _______________________________________________

  
What was the event? _______________________________________________ 
 
Where was the event? ______________________________________________ 
 
When was the event? _______________________________________________ 
 
 
SECTION 2: Record of what happened in the event and highlights 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. won the ladies’ synchronised event the day before 

2. GJJ had trouble at the takeoff but didn’t panic 

3. used good techniques 

4. had the lead after 4 dives 

5. won 3-metre gold last year 

6. stayed ahead of Wu Ming Xia with a more difficult dive 

7. good take-offs but missing some entries 

8. scored 368.25 and won her 4th consecutive event in the World Series 

9. won another gold in the 3-metre springboard competition 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Circle the highlights which you will write about in your sports article. 
 
 

Planning a Sports Article 

Name:     Class:___  
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7. Assign students a video clip and ask them to complete another Activity 4 Worksheet 1. 
Recommended clips, from gymnastics:
Men’s still ring: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r1-HFpfLtDM
Men’s high bar: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ve3YlxjHV80&feature=related

Writing a Sports Article

Activity 5 Handout 1 is a model sports article to be shown at the end of the shared writing 
activity.

 

Activity 5: Writing a Sports Article
In this activity, shared writing will be modelled showing how the notes 
of Activity 4 Worksheet 1 become a sports article. Students will then 
write a sports article using their notes from the assigned Activity 4 
video clip.

Activity 5 Handout 1: 
Writing a Sports Article

© NET Section, CDI, EDB, HKSAR                                         Unit 2 - Sports Articles 
Activity 5 Handout 1: Writing a Sports Article 

Guo Jing Jing Springboarded to Another Gold 
 

 
So far, 2008 has been another successful year for Guo Jing Jing, China’s Springboard 
Queen. Having already won 4 consecutive events in the World Series, she won again 
yesterday at the FINA TELMEX Diving World Series competition in Tijuana, Mexico. 
 
Before competing in the 3-metre springboard event, Guo Jing Jing won the ladies’ 
synchronised event the previous day. She continued to use her great technique in 
yesterday’s competition and quickly took over the lead after 4 dives. Her strongest 
competition came from her team-mate, Wu Ming Xia, but Guo managed to stay ahead 
with more difficult dives. The competition was hardly perfect for Guo, as Cynthia Porter, 
the TV commentator, pointed out, ‘ Guo Jing Jing has good takeoffs, but she’s just slightly 
missing some of these entries.’ Even with the missed entries, Guo succeeded in winning 
her fourth event in the World Series with 368.25 points – just 4 points more than Wu Ming 
Xia. 
 
Guo Jing Jing has been winning so often this year that when she won gold, the TV 
commentator called it, ‘An old hat for her’. With the techniques that she has shown here 
and her record so far, there is good reason to believe that Guo Jing Jing will continue to 
win more competitions. 

© NET Section, CDI, EDB, HKSAR Unit 2 – Sports Articles
Activity 5 Assessment Form

Sports Article Assessment Form

Date:
Name:
Marker:
Task: Report on a sports event
Text Type: Sports Article

Please tick (  ) Needs 

Improvement

Satisfactory Well 

Done

A. Content
1. Introduction – who, what, where, when   

2. Record of events – three events or highlights   

3. Comments – who, title, relevant quotes   

4. Conclusion – future expectations, overall team 
standings, final message

  

5. Title – effective and catchy   

B. Language and Style
1. Used common language features of a sports 

report – nouns and pronouns to identify people,
groups, organisations; appropriate action verbs
and adjectival phrases; past tense for events in 
the past

  

2. Used specific sports-related technical vocabulary 
and jargon as appropriate

  

C. Organisation
1. Appropriate organisation – introduction, record of 

events, comments and quotes, conclusion 
  

2. Comments and quotes include who, title and 
quotation

  

D. Comments

Activity 5 Assessment Form



15Unit 2
Sports Articles

Suggested procedures

Note: Students should come to class with Activity 4 Worksheet 1 completed.

1. Ask students how the sports article should begin – What information is in an 
introduction? Ask students to refer to Section 1 in their notes and to make suggestions 
for writing an introduction. Write suggestions on the board and edit.

2. Repeat procedure for each section. Show students the model sports article, Activity 5 
Handout 1.

3. Ask students to write their own sports articles using notes from Activity 4 Worksheet 1 
on the assigned video clip. Students need not yet include a title for their article.

4. When students finish writing, they exchange their sports articles with a classmate and 
give feedback using Activity 5 Assessment Form.

Creating an Effective Title for a Sports Article

Sports article headlines vary greatly in terms of style. Some article headlines are simply 
descriptive, for example:

Moe’s Ban Reduced to Six Months
New Zealand Sailing Crew Set Round the World Record
Tennis Final Postponed by Rain

Some headlines include catchy expressions or jargon to create excitement and interest 
in the article, for example:

Figure Skaters Keep their Cool
Dragons on Fire in Tournament Upset
Murray Aces US Open

Some headlines use quotes from athletes, officials or organisers to create interest, for 
example:

Louis ‘Deserves another Chance against Chu’
‘Set for a Big Win’ says Brow
Moe ‘Should Have Got Red Card’

Finally, the headlines of sports articles can often use puns or ‘play’ with words to catch 
readers’ attention. These are the most difficult headlines for students to understand 
(and to write) because they need to know the original expression, recognise how it has 
been altered, and understand the implied or new meaning as it relates to the sport or 
topic in the sports article. 
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Suggested procedures

1. Using the examples above, or selecting additional titles from sports articles, ask 
students – What makes a title/headline effective? (Possible answers might be: 
short, attention-grabbing, use of puns, action verbs, informative, alliteration.)

2. Write a topic sentence on the board. Model how to select key information to create an 
effective title. For example:

Jo Moe was banned from playing rugby for 10 months for using foul language, but 
later the association reduced her ban to 6 months because she said she was sorry.

Moe’s Ban Reduced to Six Months

The tennis final was postponed because it was raining heavily and the court was too 
wet to play.

Tennis Final Fizzles from Drizzle

No Chance Gloves Will Come Off in Super Bowl 
Receivers in this Weekend’s Game will Wear the Latest Sticky-
grip Technology to Help Them Make those Key Catches

Explanation of the idiom: ‘The gloves are off’ is an English idiom which comes 
from boxing. Boxers wear gloves so that they don’t hurt each other too much. 
When ‘the gloves come off’, it means to fight in a more serious way. 

Explanation of the headline: This headline is a play on words. 
The Super Bowl is the most important football game of the year in America. It is 
high-stakes, high-tension and sometimes ‘the gloves come off’ when players lose 
their temper and push each other or even fight on the field. 
However, this article is not about the tension in the game. It really is about gloves; 
gloves that are sticky to help players catch the ball. The headline is playful because 
it uses the idiom in a literal way.

Activity 6: Creating an Effective Title for a Sports Article
In this activity, students will collaborate to create an effective title for 
their sports article. The title can be descriptive, containing catchy 
expressions or jargon, quotations or even a play on words. 
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3. Ask students to read at least two classmates’ sports articles and suggest an effective 
title for each. Students should summarise the article in a sentence and then reduce it 
to an effective title.

4. Sports Article Assessment Form
The Activity 5 Assessment Form may be used by the student writer for self-assessment, 
by a classmate for peer assessment or by the teacher for summative assessment.

5. Resources
Try some of the websites below that are written by and for students and young people. 

DOGOnews: Fodder for young minds. http://www.dogonews.com/category/sports 
contains kids news articles on sports. Students will like the current interest stories on 
this site, for example, ‘A skateboard that navigates by reading your mind!’

Teaching Kids News. http://teachingkidsnews.com/category/sports/ has short easy-
to-read articles on sports for students.
 
Teen Ink: http://teenink.com/nonfiction/sports contains magazines, websites and 
books written by teens since 1989.

Also try these articles on the benefits of sports for teens.

Science Daily: Your source for the latest research news 
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/09/100922082330.htm

TeenZeen, Fitness and Sports 
http://www.child.net/articles/fitness-and-sports/education.com
The Benefits of Team Sports 
http://www.education.com/magazine/article/Ed_Benefits_Team_Sports/

And, three sites for writing sports articles…
How to write a game story for a newspaper. 
http://www.ehow.com/how_2103495_write-game-story-newspaper.html 

News Writing – How to Write a Sports Report in 4 Steps 
http://nazcar.wrytestuff.com/swa144083.htm
 
10 tips for improving scholastic newspaper sports writing 
http://www.hsj.org/modules/teaching_tips/detail.cfm?menu_id=&submenu_
id=&module_id=13&TeachingTipsID=24 
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Other recommended clips for the Sports Article task:

Liu Xiang (110m hurdles)
    http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GWUxU_lkgvM 110

Tennis (Wimbledon 2011 Final Recap)
    http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qH9VEQV1LRI 

Beach Volleyball
    http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W4yl5Dvjsjk&feature=relmfu
    http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OtE6K4WVmN8&feature=relmfu
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1. Introduction

In this unit, students will choose a favourite sports personality and research information 
about this person and the sport he/she plays. They will learn how to paraphrase some 
key technical terms from the chosen sport. They will categorise information about the 
sportsperson in a graphic organiser. Students will choose appropriate question forms 
to design a set of prompt cards for an interviewer and a sportsperson, and use them to 
role-play an interview.

2. Objectives

By the end of this unit, students will be able to:
• use paraphrasing to clarify technical language;
• categorise biographical information using a graphic organiser; and
• role-play an interview with a sportsperson. 

The language skill focus will be: 
- using paraphrasing to clarify sports-specific terms; and
- framing appropriate question forms.

3. Overview of Activities

Activity 1: Identifying Sports Personalities
Activity 2: Setting the Task Requirements
Activity 3: Paraphrasing Technical Language
Activity 4: Paraphrasing Card Game
Activity 5: Preparing for an Interview
                 (a) Categorising Information
                 (b) Revising Question Forms
                 (c) Preparing Prompt Cards
Activity 6: Conducting an Interview 

 

Interviewing a Sports Personality
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Interviewing a Sports Personality

Almost all media reports of a sports event will include some interviews with a prominent 
player. Sports stars can also be seen on popular talk shows, being interviewed not only 
about their sports successes, but about their personal lives as well.
The captain of a winning team may be interviewed following a sports match and asked 
to talk about how he and his team played the match. However, successful players 
such as Jeremy Lin, Rafael Nadal and Lionel Messi are frequently interviewed about 
their personal lives as much as their current games. After all, gossip and scandal sell 
newspapers and magazines!

Suggested procedures

1. Ask students to name any sports personalities they know.
2. Show the students pictures of prominent sportspeople. Ask students to name the 

person and the sport, and the country the person comes from. 
Teachers might like to start with Chinese sportspeople, such as Yao Ming, Lee 
Lai Shan, Wong Kam Po, Liu Xiang, Guo Jing Jing and Lin Dan. Then add more 
international sports figures.

3. Ask students how they know about sports personalities, e.g. TV interviews, advertisements, 
gossip columns.

Researching Information on a Sports Personality and a Sport

Whether the interview focuses on a player’s sports career or personal life, skilful 
interviewers have to do research about the sport being played and background 
information, both professional and personal, on the player. 

Interviewers must be good at asking questions. They must be able to ask the questions 
their audience wants answered, and not be ‘stonewalled’ by a reluctant interviewee. At 
the same time, interviewers must be good listeners. They must listen to the interviewee’s 
responses and acknowledge what they have said to make the interview sound more 
natural, more conversational. 

A good interviewee should answer questions directly and clearly. The interviewee should 
also be able to steer the interview away from intrusive questions without becoming 
upset or angry.
 

Activity 1: Identifying Sports Personalities
Students will identify prominent sports personalities they know. 
Students will share how they know about sports personalities.
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Activity 2 
Handout 1: 
Setting the Task 
Requirements

Setting the Task Requirements 
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Activity 2 Handout 1: Setting the Task Requirements 

Overall task 

In pairs, you will present a role-play, about five minutes long, between a popular sports 

personality and a sports reporter. To do this, you will need information about both the 

sports personality and the sport. 

 

Choosing a sport 

You may vote on which method to use for choosing a sport: 

● Lucky draw choice from a list of more familiar Olympic and world-wide sports; 

or 

● Student pairs submit two sport choices and teacher assigns final choices to 

prevent duplication. 

 

Outline of the research on sport 

The research on the chosen sport could include: 

● Some history of the sport 

● An overview of how to play and score 

● Equipment used 

● Interesting features of the sport (some technical details) 

● Famous players 

 

Choosing a sports person 
Once the sport has been chosen, you find out who a key player is and also research that 

person.  Alternatively, you may start by submitting the sportsperson of your choice. 

 

Outline of the research on sportsperson 

 

Name:     Class:___

Activity 2: Setting the Task Requirements
In pairs, students choose a favourite sportsperson to research. 
Teachers may give a suggested list of sports and/or sports stars, if 
student choices are limited. Students then find information about the 
sports personality as well as the sport for background to their interview.
Teachers should guide students through developing an interview outline 
to help focus suitable information. Students should be discouraged 
from using lengthy downloads from the Internet.

Activity 2 Handout 1 sets out the research and assessment requirements of the sports 
personality interview.
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Suggested procedures

1. Give students Activity 2 Handout 1. Discuss the overall task. Check for comprehension. 
2. Vote on the method for choosing the sport – a) Teacher supplies the list of sports for 

the next lesson, or b) students submit their choices for the next lesson.
3. Discuss the requirements for researching the sport. Emphasise that lengthy downloads 

are not acceptable as students then simply read the information as is; students should 
give brief details on each aspect of the sport in their own words.

4. Ask the class what they might want to know about the sports star, e.g. achievements, 
teams they have played for, best game, personal details, future ambitions, earnings, 
who inspires them, training programme and health and fitness.

5. Write suggestions on the board for students to add to Handout 1. 
6. Discuss the assessment criteria. Teachers may wish to add mini-assessment checks 

as students progress towards completion of the final task.
7. Students conduct research. Some research could be done in class time if IT facilities 

permit. Students bring their research information to class. 

Paraphrasing Technical Language

Paraphrasing is an important skill, especially in oral presentations, where students may 
have to find a simpler way of explaining a technical or difficult word. 

Activity 3: Paraphrasing Technical Language
From their chosen sport, students explain the meaning of five technical 
sports terms in simple words which can be understood by an audience 
who are not experts.
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Activity 3 Worksheet 1 demonstrates how to paraphrase technical words used in sports.

 

Suggested procedures

1. Ask students to select five technical terms from the sport they have researched. 
Teachers may need to check that the terms are indeed technical.

2. Elicit basic action verbs, e.g. hit, kick, throw, run, catch, jump. Elicit equipment 
vocabulary, e.g. net, bat, ball, goalpost.

3. Ask students to consider the basic actions and equipment involved in the five 
technical terms they have selected. 

4. Model paraphrasing using very simple language to describe the technical term.
     ‘To start a tennis match, serve the ball. You serve by throwing the ball above your 

head and hitting it with the racquet so the ball goes over the net.’
5. Ask pairs to paraphrase one of their words to another pair. If the term is not 

understood by the other pair, students should simplify it further.
6. Pairs paraphrase all their terms. Pairs share paraphrased terms and get feedback 

from the class on how successfully they have explained the meaning.

Activity 3 Worksheet 1: Paraphrasing Technical Language
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Activity 3 Worksheet 1 Paraphrasing Technical Language  

Name:     Class:___
  Paraphrasing Technical Language 

Sport: ______________________________ 
 
Choose five technical words from your sport and paraphrase them, i.e. explain the meaning of the word/s in simpler language. 
 

Technical Word/s in a Sentence Basic Actions/Equipment Involved Paraphrase 

Example:  
To start a tennis game, serve the ball. 
Explain the word serve. 

 
Throw, ball, hit, net, racquet,  

You serve by throwing the ball above your 
head and hitting it over the net with the 
racquet. 

1.   

2.   

3.   

4.   

5.   
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Paraphrasing Card Game

Activity 4 Game Cards are designed to enable students to apply their knowledge of 
paraphrasing to technical terms from another sport with textual support.

Activity 4: Paraphrasing Card Game
In this activity, students scan a technical text for specific information 
and apply the skills of paraphrasing to vocabulary from another sport.

Activity 4 Game Cards: 
Paraphrasing Word Cards
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Activity 4 Teacher’s Guide: 
Paraphrasing Card Game

Paraphrasing Card Game  
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Activity 4 Teacher’s Guide: Paraphrasing Card Game   

 

Sports  
Vocabulary 

Meaning 

Tennis   

love this means zero in scoring 
ad-out the receiver can win the game if s/he wins the next point 
foot fault if the server puts their foot over the line at the end of the 

court while serving, the serve is not legal 
racquet the name given to the bat. (It looks like a flat lollipop with 

strings across the round part.) 

deuce the score when each player has won 3 points or 40 all 
tie-breaker The set is won when one player has 6 games but must be 2 

games ahead of the other player. If the score is 6-6, a tie 
break is played with the winner getting 7 points. 

Basketball   

shooting throwing the ball into the hoop (goal ring) 
steal the ball the side which does not have the ball tries to get it away from 

the other side 

tip-off when the referee tosses the ball between two players to start 
the game, one player hits (tips) the ball towards their team 

three-point line if a player throws a goal from outside this line, the team 
scores 3 points 

guard the player in this position, usually the shortest player, brings 
the ball down the court and sets up scoring opportunities 

fouling a shooter stopping a player from throwing the ball into the goal in a 
way that breaks the rules 

Table Tennis   

celluloid a kind of plastic material used for table tennis balls 
blade the flat part of the table tennis bat 
the free hand the hand that is not holding the bat 
legal table surface the game can be played on the whole area of the table in-

cluding the edges but not the vertical sides 
paddle another name for the bat 
pimpled rubber the rubber covering one side of the bat; it has small raised 

dots on the surface 
racquet (racket)  
(cf tennis) 

another name for the paddle or bat 
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Suggested procedures

1. Combine pairs into groups of 6-8. To each group, distribute an Internet printout on 
the basics of one of the sports (the sport should be different from the groups’ chosen 
sports). 

    Cricket  www.squidoo.co/cricketfordummies (pp.2-5)
    Volleyball   www.strength-and-power-for-volleyball.com/how-to-play-volleyball.html (pp.1-2)
    Tennis  http://tennis.isport.com/tennis-guides/tennis-rules-regulations (pp.1-3)
    Table tennis www.pongworld.com/more/rules.php (pp.1-3)
    Basketball   www.breakthroughbasketball.com/basics/basics.html (pp.1-3)
    Football   www.soccer-fans-info.com/soccer-rules.html (pp.2-4)

If these websites are no longer available, look for others that will give meanings for the 
chosen words, or change the words.
2. Distribute a set of Paraphrasing Word Cards. Students choose the 6 cards 

belonging to their assigned sport based on the Internet printout.
3. One person from each team goes to the board, writes the name of the sport and 

sticks up their 6 chosen cards in a column.
4. Groups look at each selection and can challenge the choices of another group, for 

example:

    What does (love) mean in (tennis)? 

    If the challenged team can justify the inclusion of the word, the card stays with their 
sport and they get a point. If the word cannot be justified, the group must remove it 
and find another word from their sport and the challenging team gets a point.

5. Each group then paraphrases each of their words in turn. Teams use their printouts 
to help them but the explanation must be as simple as possible. If students think the 
paraphrase successfully explains the word (the teacher has casting vote!), the team 
gets a point; if not, the team loses a point.

6. When all the words have been paraphrased, the team with the highest number of 
points wins.
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Preparing for an Interview

(a) Categorising Information 

Activity 5 (a) Worksheet 1 is designed to help students to categorise their research 
findings.

 

Suggested procedures

1. Distribute Activity 5 (a) Worksheet 1. Model linking topics. For example, the topic 
‘achievements’ might include ‘best game’, ‘most valuable player’, ‘championship’. 

2. Ask students to transfer their research on to Worksheet 1. Encourage students to 
transfer brief notes only, so they are not tempted later to ‘read out’ their interviews.

Activity 5 (a): Categorising Information
In this activity, students categorise their research on the sportsperson 
using a mind map or similar graphic organiser. Using their graphic 
organiser, students will be able to link topics in their interview so the 
questions and answers flow more naturally.

Activity 5 (a) Worksheet 1: Categorising Information
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Activity 5(a) Worksheet 1: Categorising Information 

Name:     Class:___
  Categorising Information 

Sports 
person 

Future plans 
Background 

Achievements  

 
 

Basic structure of the presentation  
Possible topics: 

 Background to 
involvement in 
sport 

 Inspiration to do 
well 

 Achievements 

 Career highs 

 Teams played 
for/Competitions 
entered 

 Training 
programme 

 Essential sports 
knowledge 

 Future plans in 
sport 

 Personal 
information 
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(b) Revising Question Forms

Activity 5 (b) Worksheet 1 is designed to demonstrate the question forms best suited to 
interviews and draw students’ attention to the difference between neutral and leading 
questions. 

Activity 5 (b): Revising Question Forms
As necessary, students revise the basic form of ‘wh’ questions and 
verb inversion patterns. 
Student interviewers will need to consider the question types typically 
used in interviews, e.g. using a context-setting statement followed by 
the question. Student interviewees will need to pay attention to the 
intent of the question and listen for key words that give a clue to the 
interviewer’s opinion.

Revising Question Forms 
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Activity 5(b) Worksheet 1: Revising Question Forms  

Name:     Class:___

 

‘Wh’ questions 

 
1. What 

has been the highlight of your career so far? 
are your plans for the future? 
  
  
do you think of… 

Chelsea’s new line-up? 
your new goalie, Mita Akubo? 
the referee’s decision to red card Roberto Carlo today? 

  
  

 
2.     Who 

has inspired you in your great bowling career? 
would be on your all-time best basketball team? 
is going to open the batting for Hong Kong this Saturday? 
  

3.    When   
4.    Where   
5.    Why   
6.    How   
Verb inversion questions 

1. Are you happy that Coach Milivic finally named you in the team? 
2. Don’t you think drugs have spoilt the reputation of cycling as a sport? 
3. Have you been training for this event all year? 
4. Is this going to be another Gledhill walk-over? 
5. Can Japan pull something out of the bag for tonight’s game? 
  
  
‘Wh’ questions with a lead-in to establish context 

1. The crowd today was quite disappointing. Why do you think the fans stayed 
away? 

2. This was only Kowloon’s second win over Wan Chai. How do you feel about  
        Kowloon’s performance today?  

3.    Ten Master’s titles after today, Narelle. What keeps you winning? 
4. A gold medal and a world record, Assim; not what the critics were expecting.      
       Where did you find that extra effort? 
  Activity 5 (b) 

Worksheet 1: 
Revising 
Question Forms
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Suggested procedures

1. Distribute Activity 5(b) Worksheet 1. Start with the ‘what’ questions. Discuss the model 
questions and ask students to formulate their own ‘what’ questions relevant to their 
own sports personality.

2. Ask pairs to consider the other ‘wh’ questions and to formulate questions that are 
appropriate to their chosen sports personality.

3. Revise verb inversion questions, positive and negative forms. Ask pairs to formulate 
appropriate questions for their interview using verb inversion.

4. Consider the ‘wh’ questions with a lead-in. Ask students why the questions are asked 
this way and what effect it has on the answer. (The interviewer may want to give 
background information to the audience, but more likely s/he wants to force a certain 
response from the interviewee.) For example: 

This was only Kowloon’s second win over Wan Chai.  How do you feel about 
Kowloon’s performance today? 

Well, Wan Chai has a big budget for imported players and coaches, so I feel really 
proud that we beat those guys.

If only the second part of the question was asked, the answer could be quite different.

How do you feel about Kowloon’s performance today?

I think the guys did a great job.

Ask students to formulate questions of this type suitable for their interview.
5. Now consider the verb inversion questions. Ask students to identify the key words 

that show the intent or opinion of the interviewer. For example,

Are you happy that Coach Milovic finally named you in the team? 
Yes, it’s taken a long time for me to get on to the team. I’m thrilled.

If the question was asked without ‘finally’, the answer could be quite different.

Are you happy that Coach Milovic named you in the team? 
Yes, I’m thrilled to be chosen.
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(c) Preparing Prompt Cards

Suggested procedures

1. Introduce the need for establishing the focus of the interview, e.g. a sports star has 
been dropped from the team.

2. Model an introductory background statement. For example: 

Today the fans of Charlie Bogan were shocked to hear that he has been dropped 
from Liverpool’s team for Friday’s football match against Chelsea. Bogan has been 
a great player for Liverpool but his form lately has been disappointing. I spoke with 
Charlie after the team’s training session today.

Hi, Charlie. Bad news from Coach Turino today.

Ask the students what kind of questions the interviewer might now ask.
3. Repeat the above steps with these two models below – What is the focus of each 

interview? (Berry just became #1, Li Qi just had an unexpected win) What questions 
might be asked? 

Interviewer: I’m Jane Ling, and tonight on Hot Sports we’re pleased to talk to Mike Berry, 
who has just become the No. 1 tennis player in the world. Mike, you must 
be very pleased to reach the No. 1 ranking in tennis. Congratulations!

Sports personality: Thanks, Jane. It’s been a long time – 5 years of hard work – but it’s 
finally paid off.

Interviewer: Despite her great career in diving, which includes two Olympic medals, 
no one expected Li Qi to win this competition tonight. But here she is 
with another gold medal around her neck! Fantastic effort, Li Qi. Did you 
believe you could do this?

4. Ask pairs to discuss the focus of their interview and write a background statement. 

Activity 5 (c): Preparing Prompt Cards
Firstly, the pairs will prepare a brief opening statement to establish 
the focus of the interview they will perform. Then they will use the 
categorised information from Activity 5 (a) Worksheet 1 and their 
questions from Activity 5 (b) Worksheet 1 to plan a series of 8 - 10 
questions and answers. Students prepare prompt cards for the 
interview role-play.
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5. Ensure students understand the criteria of a good interview from the Activity 6 role-
play assessment form. 

6. Ask pairs to write 8 - 10 questions and answers on prompt cards using information 
from Activities 5 (a) and (b). 

7. Allow time for rehearsal of the interview role-play. Students should allow for some 
spontaneous questions and answers to flow from the interaction. Remind students to 
finish the interview by repeating the interviewee’s name and thanking them.

Conducting an Interview

Activity 6 Assessment Form sets out the criteria for a good interview. 

Activity 6: Conducting an Interview
Students role-play an interview with a famous sports personality. They 
use prompt cards and try to keep the flow of questions and answers as 
natural as possible. Other students use the role-play assessment form 
to assess their interview and then give brief feedback.

© NET Section, CDI, EDB, HKSAR Unit 3 – Interviewing a Sports Personality
Activity 6 Assessment Form

Interviewing a Sports Personality Assessment Form

Date:
Names of
Markers:
Task: Interviewing a Sports Personality
Text Type: Interview                         

Please tick (  ) Needs 

Improvement

Satisfactory Well 

Done

A. Content
1. Clear background statement was given.   

2. Relevant questions were asked.   

3. Informative answers were given.   

4. Information given was believable.   

5. Information about the sport was included.   

6. Interview was interesting for the audience.   

B. Language Use
1. Appropriate and accurate question forms were 

used.
  

2. Sports-related technical vocabulary was used 
appropriately.

  

3. Paraphrasing was used to clarify technical terms.   

C. Presentation
1. Order of questions/answers was logical.   

2. Conclusion to the interview was natural.   

3. Interviewee spoke conversationally, using notes 
but not reading answers.

  

4. Interviewer responded naturally to answers, e.g. 
commented; said ‘uh-huh’; laughed.

  

D. Comments

Activity 6
Assessment Form
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Note to teachers: Listening to 15 - 18 role-plays continuously may be an overload on 
audience attention. Students could do some presentations in different classes (e.g. S4 
presenting to S3) as a listening exercise for those classes. Alternatively, presentations 
could be done as an English activity in the lunch hour or at assemblies held in the hall. 
Giving students a wider audience than their classmates makes them more conscious of 
producing a good product.

Suggested procedures

1. Give student pairs the Activity 6 Assessment Form. Assign the assessment of each 
interview to 1 - 2 pairs.

2. Ask pairs to role-play their interviews by random choice.
3. Ask for brief feedback from the pairs doing the assessment and collect their completed 

assessment form.

4. Interviewing a Sports Personality Assessment Form

The Activity 6 Assessment Form may be used by the student writer for self-assessment, 
by a classmate for peer assessment or by the teacher for summative assessment.

5. Resources

Cricket   www.squidoo.co/cricketfordummies 
Volleyball      www.strength-and-power-for-volleyball.com/how-to-play-volleyball.html
Tennis           http://tennis.isport.com/tennis-guides/tennis-rules-regulations 
Table tennis  www.pongworld.com/more/rules.php 
Basketball    www.breakthroughbasketball.com/basics/basics.html 
Football        www.soccer-fans-info.com/soccer-rules.html 
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Survey Reports

1. Introduction

In this unit, students will report on a survey based on a sports-related research topic. 
Students will formulate a research question, write survey questions, administer the 
survey, and finally, interpret results and report findings. 

2. Objectives

By the end of this unit, students will be able to:
• understand the process of conducting a survey; 
• ask appropriate questions to conduct a survey; and
• report survey findings.

The language focus will be:
- formulating appropriate survey questions; and
- using discourse markers to connect ideas and structure content.

3. Overview of Activities 

Activity 1: Understanding the Process of Conducting a Survey
Activity 2: Trialling the Survey Questions
Activity 3: Planning and Conducting a Survey
                 (a) Describe the Background and (b) Develop a Research Question
                 (c)  Write and (d) Trial the Survey Questions
                 (e) Design a Questionnaire
                 (f) Administer the Questionnaire
Activity 4: Tabulating and Interpreting Data
Activity 5: Reporting Survey Results
Activity 6: Presenting the Survey Report
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Understanding the Process of Conducting a Survey

Surveys can be conducted for different purposes. For example, they can be conducted 
to collect information on:

- customer feedback, e.g. a company asking its customers about the services they 
provide;

- product review, e.g. a manufacturer asking users to rate the design or function of 
an appliance;

- behaviour, e.g. a scholar asking the public how they would react to a situation or 
respond to an issue; or

- employee satisfaction, e.g. a manager asking department members their opinions 
on working conditions.

Activity 1 Worksheet 1 is a listening activity designed to familiarise students with the 
technical terms used to describe the parts of the survey process.

Activity 1: Understanding the Process of Conducting a Survey
In this activity, students explore the purposes for which a survey may 
be conducted. Then, students listen to a discussion about a survey to 
identify the parts of the survey process.

Activity 1 Worksheet 1: Understanding 
the Process of Conducting a Survey

© NET Section, CDI, EDB, HKSAR Unit 4 – Survey Report
Activity 1 Tapescript: Understanding the Process of Conducting a Survey

Understanding the Process of Conducting a Survey

Yuki is a member of the Student Union at her school and she is reporting to 
the general committee on plans to conduct a survey for the PTA.

Speaker
Yuki Next month, we’re going to conduct a survey for the PTA. Let me 

give you some background info. The PTA has decided our sports 
uniform is too old-fashioned and should be changed. So they asked 
us to get opinions from students on what the new sports uniform 
should be like.

Steve So would the research question be ‘Do you want a new sports 
uniform?’

Yuki No. That’s been decided; there is going to be a new sports uniform.
What we want to know is ‘What kind of sports uniform would 
students prefer?’ That’s our research question.

Steve Does that mean that students will help to design the new uniform?

Yuki Yes, that’s the purpose of collecting their opinions. This data will tell 
us what the students want the new sports uniform to look like.

Philip Won’t it be a big job to collect opinions from a thousand students?

Yuki Sure, but we have to ask them. The students are our target group.

Nicky We don’t need to ask all of them. We can sample the student body. 
What if we choose only 5 students from each class to answer the 
survey. That way, all the classes will be represented and we won’t 
have too many students to ask. Wouldn’t that be an easier method?

Yuki Good idea. Maybe we can choose the students randomly by class 
number. And, we’ll have a mix of seniors and juniors, boys and girls,
so we don’t bias our findings.

Philip What do you mean ‘bias our findings’?

Yuki Well, if we just ask girls or just ask juniors, the findings might not 
represent everyone’s opinion. We need a representative sample,
so randomly choosing a few students from each class is the best 
method.

Nicky Another way to get more in-depth answers is to talk to small 
groups of 5 or 6 students. That way we can ask in detail what the 
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Activity 1 Worksheet 1: Understanding the Process of Conducting a Survey  

Understanding the Process of Conducting a Survey 

Name:     Class:___

SECTION 1: 
Listen to the recording and answer the questions below.  
1. What is the background of the study? _______________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

2. What is the research question? ____________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

3. What is the purpose of the survey? _________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

4.    Who is conducting the survey? ____________________________________ 

5.    Who is the target group? _________________________________________ 

6. What is the research method used? ________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
SECTION 2:  
Listen to the recording again. Write letters to match the explanation which best 
describes each part of the survey process. 

Parts of the Survey Process Explanation  

1. Research question A. who is being surveyed, respondents ____ 

2. Purpose B. questions requiring one-word 
answers 

____ 

3. Survey questions C. a description of how information is 
collected 

____ 

4. Closed questions D. why information is collected ____ 

5. Target group E. context or situation of the survey ____ 

6. Background of the study F. interviews to gather more detailed 
points of view 

____ 

7. Research method G. information collected and analysed ____ 

8. Representative sample H. what the researchers want to know ____ 

9. Focus group I. a small group with the same 
characteristics as the larger group 

____ 

10. Findings J. questions asked to collect specific 
information  

____ 

Activity 1 Tapescript
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Activity 2: Trialling the Survey Questions
In this activity, students evaluate sample questions and discuss 
whether they effectively support the research question or not.

Suggested procedures

1. Ask students to read the on-line survey, 
    http://www.surveyshare.com/templates/surveyquestions.html
2. Ask students general questions about the survey – Who is being surveyed? Who is 

conducting the survey? What information is being collected? What is the question 
the researchers are trying to answer? For what purpose is the information being 
collected?

3. Now, ask students to consider surveys on sports-related topics. For example, why 
would the Hong Kong government survey citizens on sports? Why would a sports 
store survey its customers on sports? 

4. Ask students why surveys are conducted in general. (The purpose of conducting 
surveys is to gather information to make a decision and take action.) 

5. Distribute Activity 1 Worksheet 1 and explain that the class will listen to a discussion 
about planning a survey. Play the recording. Students will firstly fill in the information 
about this survey. Then they will listen again, this time trying to identify the technical 
terms for parts of the survey process. Play the recording as often as necessary. 
Discuss the technical terms and clarify further if needed.

Trialling the Survey Questions

Survey questions must gather useful information that answers the research question. 
Questions must have a clear purpose, allowing respondents to give a clear and 
unambiguous answer. Questions should not be biased or have multiple interpretations.
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Activity 2 Worksheet 1 is designed to help students ‘answer’ a survey and evaluate any 
problems with the content or structure of the survey questions.

Suggested procedures

1. Explain the background to the activity. 
The Student Union members from the listening text have designed some questions 
for their survey on the sports uniform, and students will now test these questions to 
see if they will effectively gather useful information for the research being conducted.

2. Organise students into groups. Distribute Activity 2 Worksheet 1 to each student. Ask 
them to answer the survey questions as though they were students in the school 
being surveyed. 

3. After answering the ‘survey’, each student writes comments on the questions in 
terms of their effectiveness for this survey. Some issues to be considered are given 
on the worksheet.

4. Groups then discuss their opinions and come to some conclusions about the 
effectiveness of the questions. They should try to explain what is wrong with the 
question and how it could be improved.

5. Each group then contributes to a general class discussion. Students may write better 
versions of the questions on the board. Teachers should lead the students to an 
understanding of the technical label for the problem in each question, e.g. leading.

6. Teachers may also introduce some other faults with survey questions – faulty 
grammar, unclear reference items, faulty sequence of questions – according to the 
ability of the class.

Activity 2 Worksheet 1: 
Trialling the Survey 
Questions

© NET Section, CDI, EDB, HKSAR                                    Unit 4 - Survey Report 
Activity 2 Worksheet 1: Trialling the Survey Questions  

Name:     Class:___

Trialling the Survey Questions  
 

The Student Union members have formulated some questions for their survey on ‘What 
kind of sports uniform would students prefer?’ They now want to test the quality of these 
questions. Follow the steps below. 

School Survey 
What kind of sports uniform would students prefer? 

 

1. Which sports uniform style do you prefer?  
Choose one only.  
Polo shirt and shorts 
Sleeveless T-shirt and track pants 
Tracksuit 
T-shirt and skirt or shorts 

 
Q1.__________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 

2. Is polymicrofibre a good fabric for the new uniform?  
Yes       No 

Q2. __________________ 
 
_____________________ 

3. Do you agree the school colours—red and white—
are the best colours for the new uniform?  
Yes       No 

Q3.__________________ 
 
_____________________ 

4. The uniform must have a cap, a rain jacket and 
white sports shoes.  
Yes       No 

Q4.__________________ 
 
_____________________ 

5. We should change the school uniform as well. 
Yes       No  

Q5.__________________ 
 
_____________________ 

 
Q6.__________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 

6. On a scale of 1-5, rate the following qualities 
needed in a sports uniform:  

     Comfort              Fashion              Durability 
 
        1             2             3             4             5 

 

STEP 1: Answer the survey questions below.      STEP 2: Comment on how 
effective the questions are in 
gathering data to answer the 
research question. Consider 
meaning, ease of answering, 
choices given and question 
format.  
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Planning and Conducting a Survey

In order to conduct a simple survey on a sports-related topic at school, students need to 
follow the clearly sequenced process listed below.

Activity 3 Handout 1 provides a template to help students in designing their own class 
survey.

Activity 3: Planning and Conducting a Survey
In this activity, students follow the survey process from developing a 
research question to designing a questionnaire and finally conducting 
a survey. They are helped by reference to a model survey and an 
exemplar questionnaire.

Activity 3 Handout 1: 
Questionnaire
Exemplar

© NET Section, CDI, EDB, HKSAR                          Unit 4 - Survey Report 
Activity 3 Handout 1: Questionnaire Exemplar 

Research Question: What new sports could realistically be introduced into 
PE lessons? 
 
Question 1:  Tick the box beside the choice that describes you. 
 

A.     Male        Female             
 
B.    Senior (S4-6)         Junior (S1-3) 
 
C.    Like playing sport          Don’t like playing sport 
 

Question 2:    
Choose 4 of the following sports that you would like to learn in PE lessons. Rank 
them from 1 (most) to 4 (least). You may include another sport in ‘Other’. 
 

   Tennis        Yoga           Archery         Aerobics     
   Handball         Hula hoops      Other: ________________________ 

 
Question 3: 
Regarding your number 1 choice, circle the answer you agree with. 
 

 
Question 4:  Circle your answer. 
 
(a) I would like to play my number 1 choice sport in inter-school competition.   
        
      Yes         No        N/A 
 
(b) I would like to play my number 1 choice sport in inter-house competition.     
 
      Yes         No         N/A 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Questionnaire Exemplar 

(a)  I would be satisfied to learn only 
the skills. 

Agree          Don’t know          Disagree 

(b) I want to play a proper game. Agree          Don’t know          Disagree 

(c)  The equipment for this sport is 
expensive. 

Agree          Don’t know          Disagree 

(d)  This sport is difficult to learn. Agree          Don’t know          Disagree 
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Suggested procedures

1. Organise students into 5 or 6 groups. 
2. Review the process of conducting a survey: 

    a. Describe the background to the need for research
    b. Develop a research question    
    c. Write survey questions which gather data for the research question 
    d. Trial the survey questions and edit
    e. Design a questionnaire
    f.  Administer the questionnaire 

(a) Describe the Background and (b) Develop a Research Question

1. Model the development of the research question by giving students the following 
scenario, i.e. the background to the research.

The principal is concerned that students are so busy that they are neglecting 
health and fitness issues. She proposes that the school runs a Healthy Lifestyle 
Awareness Course for four weeks to encourage students to eat better and 
exercise more. Now she wants to find out what the students in the school would 
like included in such a course.

2. Ask students to choose the most important points in the scenario and underline them. 
Now formulate a research question that is relevant to the underlined information. 
Write up student suggestions or give them some samples to critique:

• Do you want to take part in a Healthy Lifestyle Awareness Course? (Will only 
tell us yes/no.)

• How healthy is your lifestyle? (Find out about eating, sleeping and exercise 
patterns; balance of work and relaxation of students – not really what the 
principal wants to know.)

• What activities should we include in a Healthy Lifestyle Awareness Course? 
(Would result in rating or suggesting activities which are possible in the course. 
This would be a good question.)

3. Tell students they are now going to develop the research question for their survey. 
Firstly, ask for some issues relating to sport in your school. For example, new sports 
that students would like to play at school; new events on sports day; health and 
fitness programs at school; after-school sports activities; inter-school competitions. 
Ask students to give some reasons for their choices, and discuss as a class.

4. Finally, students vote on their choice of topic for the survey and explain the background 
situation which is motivating the research. For example, students feel that the range 
of sports in PE lessons is very limited and would like to learn some other sports.

5. Now ask each group to suggest the research question and critique the suggestions 
until a suitable question is negotiated. For example, What new sports could realistically 
be introduced into PE lessons? 
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(c)  Write and (d) Trial the Survey Questions

1. Before students write their survey questions, ask them how they might answer the 
research question: 

What new sports could realistically be introduced into PE lessons?

Try to explore all aspects of the question that could be important. For example, if a 
student chose tennis as a new sport, ask them: Where could we play tennis? How 
many people take part in a game of tennis? Does tennis need special equipment? 
Can we learn tennis skills rather than play a game? Discuss the value of covering all 
aspects of the research question from the point of view of the research team, e.g. the 
notion of ‘realistically’ needs to be tested.

2. Give each group a piece of A3 paper and ask them to write in large print 6 - 8 survey 
questions, observing what they have learned about effective questions from Activity 
2. (You may decide to limit these to closed questions or allow a mix of open and 
closed.)

3. Ask group leaders to blu-tack their question sheets to the board, select some students 
to read them and choose the best 6 - 8 questions.

4. Write these questions on the board or screen. Discuss the wording and ways in which 
they might be answered.

5. Trial the questions as a class and edit to a final 4 - 6 questions.

(e) Design a Questionnaire

The class will now design the questionnaire. Show Activity 3 Handout 1 as a model of 
question types and layout. This may be used as a template with students or teacher 
at the keyboard creating the questionnaire according to class suggestions. Consider 
including general questions for respondents such as male or female, junior or senior 
and like or don’t like playing sport. (These questions may yield interesting categories of 
information to report.) Complete and print the questionnaires.

(f) Administer the Questionnaire 

1. Each group will be responsible for administering the survey. Decide on the size and 
composition of the target group sample. For more technical input if needed, see: 
http://www.surveysystem.com/sscalc.htm 

   In general, a sample of 100 - 150 from 1000 students will be adequate. Four to five 
respondents could be chosen randomly from each class by class number to get the 
representative sample.

2. Each survey team should be given about 20 - 30 respondents selected vertically from 
the sample group, i.e. all classes represented, about equal numbers of boys and 
girls. Each group administers the survey in the next 2 - 3 days.
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Tabulating and Interpreting the Data

Once the surveys have been completed, students must collate their data in ways that 
can lead to comparison and interpretation to answer the research question. 

Activity 4 Handout 1 is designed to show how data could be recorded from the model 
survey presented in Activity 3.

Activity 4: Tabulating and Interpreting Data
In this activity, students will tabulate the raw data from the survey, 
question by question, and then draw conclusions that will address the 
research problem. 

Activity 4 Handout 1: Data Tabulation Exemplar

© NET Section, CDI, EDB, HKSAR                                         Unit 4 - Survey Reports 
                                                                                                                                                                   Activity 4 Handout 1: Data Tabulation Exemplar 

 

Research Question: What new sports could realistically be introduced into PE lessons? 

Question Total answers No. of  each Boys Girls Seniors Juniors Like sport Don’t like 

1 28 N/A 13 15 12 16 18 10 

2 Tennis 28 for Q 2 
(No.1 choice) 

6 2 4 4 2 6 0 

2 Yoga  5 1 4 2 3 1 4 

2 Archery  12 7 5 9 3 8 4 

2 Aerobics  2 0 2 0 2 0 2 

2 Handball, 
Hula Hoops 

 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 

2 Other...  2 Cycling Golf 1 1 2 0 

3 (a) agree 28 for Q 3 (a) 16 7 9 6 10 7 9 

3 (a) disagree  9 6 3 5 4 8 1 

3 (a) don’t 
know 

 3 0 3 1 2 3 0 

3 (b) agree 27 for Q 3 (b) 10 4 6 7 3 9 1 

3 (b) disagree  16 8 8 4 12 9 7 

3 (b) don’t      
know 

 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 

         

Data Tabulation Exemplar 



42 Unit 4
Survey Reports

Activity 4 Worksheet 1: Interpreting the Data
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Activity 4 Worksheet 1: Interpreting the Data 

Name:     
Interpreting the Data 

Using the data from your tabulation sheet, comment on the most significant findings from each question. Give a 
possible explanation from your knowledge of the situation. 

 

Q. No. Supporting Data Conclusion Possible explanation 

Model 44% chose archery overall; 
75% of those were seniors. 

Archery was the most popular choice, 
especially for seniors. 

Archery may have been chosen because it’s 
a new skill for everyone and it doesn’t 
require a lot of playing area.  

Q1    

Q2    

Q3    

Q4    

Q5  

 

  

Q6    

Q7    

Q8    

Activity 4 Worksheet 1 is designed to help students interpret the data and offer possible 
explanations for their findings. 

Suggested procedures

1. Ask groups to ‘clean’ their small sample of the data. Groups sort through their 
completed questionnaires and discard responses that are unclear, e.g. two 
answers were ticked for a question, answer is illegible.

2. Using Activity 4 Handout 1 and Activity 3 Handout 1 as models, discuss ways 
of tabulating data with a variety of survey question formats. (See the Teacher 
Notes for some ideas.)

3. Using an appropriate format like Activity 4 Data Tabulation Exemplar (teacher- 
provided), groups tabulate data, question by question.  Now ask students to tabulate 
the data using different criteria, e.g. by gender, by year level. Students could also 
calculate percentages so that the data can be more easily compared. 

4. Each group deals with their own small sample to experience the process of sorting 
data. (They may also see more clearly the statistical variation of small samples.) Then 
an overall analysis of the data should be compiled on the blank tabulation template 
on screen. 

5. Ask groups to write some basic findings of the data. Ask students to analyse the data 
in different ways, e.g. by total, by gender, by year level, by liking or not liking sport. 
For example, 68% of respondents chose tennis as the sport they wanted to learn; 
72% of girls chose tennis; 63% of seniors chose tennis; 35% of respondents who do 
not like sports chose tennis.
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Activity 5: Reporting Survey Results
In this activity, students are shown how to organise a formal survey 
report using headings. They are given support on language use as 
needed.

6. Distribute Activity 4 Worksheet 1 – teachers may need to modify the given worksheet 
to suit the actual class survey – and ask students to consider the data and draw some 
conclusions for each question. Students can also offer explanations for their findings 
and conclusions. For example, 

What can we say about archery? 

Archery was the most popular choice as a new sport in PE, particularly with seniors. 

Can we offer an explanation? 

Maybe the movie The Hunger Games accounts for this choice and it might just be a 
fad. 

Note: Teachers need to ensure that the explanations relate reasonably to the school 
situation; otherwise the biased opinion of the researcher could affect the kind of 
reporting that will result. In the example above, is the explanation valid? Archery 
may have been chosen because it is a new skill for everyone; it does not require a 
lot of playing area. This explanation may be more valid in the school context. 

7. Ask students to give particular interpretations of the data, e.g. What can we say about 
the differences between seniors and juniors? Boys and girls? Students who like sport 
or do not like sport? Tell students to take notes during the discussion.

Reporting Survey Results

Researchers need to report their findings, draw conclusions and make recommendations 
towards solving the research problem or need.
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Activity 5 Handout 1: 
Reporting Findings
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Activity 5 Handout 1: Reporting Findings 

Reporting Findings 
 

 
Section 1: Background information 
 

 Why was the survey conducted? What was the problem or need that had to be 
researched? What was the research question? 

 
 
 
 
 
Section 2: Research Method 
Give a brief overview of the way the research was done, including the following 
information. 
 

 Who conducted the survey?  
 Who was the target group? How many participated in the survey? For what reasons 

were these participants selected? 
 What surveying method was used and why?  
 When was the survey conducted? For how long was the survey conducted? 
 Where was the survey conducted? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Section 3:  Survey instrument(s) 
Attach a copy of the questionnaire used and any focus group questions. 
 
Section 4: Presenting the data collected 
Give the raw data as graphs, bar charts and/or percentages. If any open questions 
were asked, collate the trend of the responses as much as possible. 
 

 What are the numbers of the responses that the participants gave in each question?  
 What tables and charts can be included to explain the responses? 
 What meaningful comments did the participants make, if any? 

 
 

Name:     Class:___  

Activity 5 Assessment Form
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Activity 5 Assessment Form 

Assessment Form  

Date:  
Name:  
Marker: (Circle ONE)       S elf   Peer   Teacher    
Task: Report on the findings and conclusions of a sports-related survey
Text Type: A Written Report                         
  

Please tick (  ) Needs  

Improvement 

Satisfactory Well  

Done 

A. Content
1.  Background information on the purpose of the 

survey and the survey question was given. 
  

2.  The research method was described.   

3.  The questionnaire was included/attached.   

4.  The data were presented in a variety of visual 
formats, e.g. bar graphs, pie charts. 

  

5.  Conclusions were made about the data.   

6.  Recommendations were made about the problem 
or need which prompted the research. 

  

B. Language and Style
1.  Appropriate tenses used, e.g. the past tense to 

report survey process and the present tense to 
explain findings and conclusions 

  

2.  Appropriate vocabulary used to report the survey 
process, findings and conclusions 

  

3.  Appropriate numerical expressions used, e.g. 
percentages, to describe data

  

4.  Appropriate discourse markers used to relate and 
explain ideas and information

  

C. Organisation
1.  Each section was headed and had a clear focus.   

D. Comments
  

Suggested procedures  

1. Tell the students they are now going to prepare for writing their survey reports. Ask 
them:

Who is the audience for this survey?

Will it be formal or informal?

What information should be included?

How can the data be presented?
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2. After eliciting some ideas from the above, distribute Activity 5 Handout 1 to each 
student and lead the class through it, section by section. The whole class should 
contribute to the discussion and take notes on their handout sheet. 

3. Teacher Notes:
With respect to language use, you may need to pay attention to the following:

i.   the use of the passive voice, e.g. The survey was conducted because… 
ii.  the use of the word ‘data’ which is plural, e.g. The data were tabulated…
iii. students writing the report by simply answering the given questions and 

just stringing those answers together. The report is meant to be written in 
continuous prose using paragraphs and linking words like any other piece of 
writing. Students should use the headings given and make sure the information 
they report in that section is relevant to the heading.

iv. linking words that might be useful are those signalling contrast – whereas, 
on the other hand, however; similarity – similarly; added ideas – additionally; 
consequences – as a result, consequently, therefore; generalisation – in 
general, on the whole; summing up – in conclusion, finally.

4. Distribute Activity 5 Assessment Form and ask students to use this as a checklist on 
the first draft of their report. After editing and rewriting, they should submit the report 
and their marked checklist for final assessment.

Presenting the Survey Report

Suggested procedures

1. Assign each group one of the following questions for a 5-minute oral presentation.

a. What did you learn about designing a questionnaire?
b. What did you learn about conducting a survey?
c. What did you learn about tabulating the data?
d. What did you learn about interpreting the data?
e. What did you learn about reporting the survey findings?

2.  Students could present these talks to another class which will find the report relevant,  
     e.g. maths, as a language across the curriculum activity.

Activity 6: Presenting the Survey Report
In this activity, student groups are assigned part of the survey process 
to report orally to the class. This will serve as a review of the process 
and provide an opportunity to use language about the process. 
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4. Survey Report Assessment Form

The Activity 5 Assessment Form may be used by the student writer for self-assessment, 
by a classmate for peer assessment or by the teacher for summative assessment.

5. Resources

eSurveyspro-Premium Survey Services
http://www.esurveyspro.com/article-reporting-survey-results.aspx provides details on 
writing and presenting a survey report.

Creative Research Systems
http://www.surveysystem.com/sscalc.htm provides a formula for calculating the size of 
the sample required for valid statistical results.
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Fan Pages

Unit 5

Activity 1  What is a Fan?

Activity 2  Exploring a Fan Page

Activity 3  Profiling an Athlete

                 (a) Identifying the Information in a Profile

                 (b) Identifying the Tone of a Profile

Activity 4  Creating a Fan Page

................................................................  49

.....................................................  50

........................  52

..................................  53

.......................................................  54



48 Unit 5
Fan Pages

Fan Pages

1. Introduction

The students will begin this unit by exploring the emotions of fans. They will then explore 
the purpose and content of fan pages on the Internet. Based on the understanding that 
fan pages are set up to show admiration for someone, the students will finally design 
a fan page using one of the online social-networking platforms, e.g. Facebook, for a 
sports-team member at the school or an athletic friend, which includes a short profile of 
the person.

2. Objectives

By the end of this unit, students will be able to:
• identify the purpose of a fan page; and 
• present information to show their admiration for a sport figure.

The language skill focus will be:
- using appropriate vocabulary and expressions to show admiration.

3. Overview of Activities 

Activity 1: What is a Fan?
Activity 2: Exploring a Fan Page
Activity 3: Profiling an Athlete
                (a) Identifying the Information in a Profile
                (b) Identifying the Tone of a Profile
Activity 4: Creating a Fan Page
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Introducing Fan Pages

Although fan pages have traditionally appeared in print in magazines, many are now 
websites on the Internet. They can be dedicated to a famous person, a group, a place or 
an idea. They are created by fans who spend a lot of time and resources on maintaining 
the sites. Famous athletes often have ‘official’ fan pages which are created and managed 
by someone associated with them. 

What is a Fan?

Suggested procedures 

1. Create PPT slides entitled: actors, actresses, singers, athletes, etc. and paste photos 
of three famous people in each category side-by-side on each slide. Make sure to 
include athletes. (See Resources for photo suggestions.)

2. Show slides one-by-one to the class and ask students to vote for who they like best 
among the three photos in each category. Record the names on the board. 

3. In groups, ask students to choose their favourite among the names on the board and 
answer the following questions:

    • Why did you choose this person as your favourite?
    • How do you feel about this person?

4.  Ask each group to name their favourite person and share answers to the questions.
5. Summarise students’ answers and point out that their feelings and reasons  

are shared by fans. 

Exploring a Fan Page

Fan pages on the Internet are often created by enthusiasts who share a strong interest 
in a famous person. They are likely to be platforms or forums in which fans can share 
and respond to others’ thoughts, feelings and adulation for the person, rather than 
being professional or commercial websites that seek profits from subscription or 
advertisements. Hence, fan pages are set up to provide opportunities for fans to make 
personal contributions. They are also set up to generate excitement for the person using 
graphics, photos, music, videos, etc. When exploring the purpose of a fan page, the 
reader should pay attention to both content and appeal.  
 

Activity 1: What is a Fan?
In this activity, students will explore why fans ‘go crazy’ over someone. 
They will discuss who they like among famous people from different 
fields, e.g. movies, music, sports, and choose their favourite person.
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Activity 2 Worksheet 1 is designed to help students identify and evaluate the information 
provided in the links on a fan page.  

Activity 2 Worksheet 1: 
Exploring a Fan Page

Name:     Class:___
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Exploring a Fan Page 

Name of fan page/famous person:        __ 
Created by:            __ 
 
Part A: Content  
1. Click on the links, e.g. Gallery, Bio, Videos, etc., on the fan page assigned to you. 

Record below the information that you can see and find.  
2. Tick whether you like/don’t like the information in the link. Explain your choice.  

 
Part B: Visual Appeal 
In your group, discuss the use of graphics, colours, animation and music (if applicable) 
and whether these design features make the fan page look appealing. 

Link Information in the link Like  Why Don’t 
Like 

     

Activity 2: Exploring a Fan Page
In this activity, students will first explore fan pages by reading and 
viewing the content of an example on the Internet. They will use the 
information to identify the purpose of fan pages. Then, students will 
assess the appeal of a fan page by exploring its visual (e.g. photos, 
video, colours, animation, etc.) and audio features (e.g. music).
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Suggested procedures

1. In the school’s computer lab, organise students into groups. 
2. Assign online fan pages of athletes to groups. Suggested pages:

    • David Beckham        http://davidbeckham.fans-online.com/
    • Roger Federer          http://www.rogerfedererfans.com/
    • Cristiano Ronaldo    http://cristianoronaldofan.net/
    • Michelle Kwan          http://www.michellekwan.info/
    • Liu Xiang                  http://liuxiang.sports.cn/english/
    • Yani Tseng                https://www.facebook.com/yanitseng
    • Serena Williams       http://www.serenawilliams.com/
    • Kim Yuna                  http://kimyunafanclub.weebly.com/

3.  Distribute Activity 2 Worksheet 1 and ask each group to complete one worksheet for 
their assigned fan page. 

4. Ask groups to show their fan page on a projection screen and orally introduce it 
to the class using Activity 2 Worksheet 1, while inviting the class to respond to the 
presenters’ opinions.

5. Guide students in identifying the common links in fan pages and making 
generalisations about how to make a fan page appealing.

Profiling an Athlete

Fan pages provide information not only on an athlete’s personal history but also on the 
qualities and achievements that make them special or admirable. 

Background information may include the athlete’s nationality, date and place of birth, 
family, schooling, etc. Qualities and achievements usually refer to the athlete’s record 
and the awards and competitions that they have won. The profile of an athlete is usually 
found on a website’s homepage or in a link, such as Bio or Info. Written in the style of a 
tribute, superlatives and praise are often used in profiling the athlete. 

Activity 3: Profiling an Athlete
In Part (a), students will read and identify the types of information in a 
profile. In Part (b), students will explore the tone in which the profile is 
written.



52 Unit 5
Fan Pages

(a) Identifying the Information in a Profile

Version A in Activity 3 Worksheet 1 is designed to help students identify the types of 
information in a profile of a famous person.

Suggested procedures

1. Distribute Activity 3 Worksheet 1. Use pre- and while-reading strategies to guide 
students in reading Version A of the profile. 

2. Check comprehension. 
3. Ask students to reread the underlined parts of Version A and guide them to identify 

the information as personal background. Suggested questions:

    • What do the underlined parts tell you about the athlete?
    • What kind of information is given in the underlined parts?

4. Ask students to reread the circled parts of Version A and guide them to identify the 
information as personal achievements. Suggested questions:

    • What do the circled parts tell you about the athlete?
    • What kind of information is given in the circled parts?

5. Summarise the two common types of information that a profile contains. 

Activity 3 Worksheet 1: Profile of an Athlete
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Version A Version B 
Oscar Pistorius is a runner from South Africa who was born on 
November 22, 1986. He was born without the bones that support 
the calf muscles in both of his legs. Refusing to put their son in a 
wheelchair for life, Oscar’s parents chose to have his lower legs 
cut off so that he could walk with the help of artificial legs or 
prosthetics. In spite of his disability, Oscar played sports when he 
was in school. He played soccer, water polo, tennis and even 
wrestled. 
 
At 17, Oscar competed in his first Olympics at the Summer 
Paralympics, which are games for disabled athletes, in Athens, 
Greece. Oscar started badly in his first event, the 200-metre 
qualifying race. He tripped and fell, but he got up, crossed the 
finish line and qualified for the race. He would eventually win the 
gold medal in the event with a world-record time of 21.97 seconds. 
Oscar went on to break many more world records.  
 
Then, Oscar wanted to compete with able-bodied athletes at the 
2008 Beijing Olympics. To do so, he had to qualify with a time of 
45.55 seconds or under in the 400-metre race. Unfortunately, he 
failed to make the qualifying time.   
 
Since 2008, Oscar Pistorius has improved. He has reduced his 
qualifying time to  under 45.55 seconds. At the 2012 Summer 
Olympics in London, Oscar became the first double leg amputee to 
participate in the Olympics.  

Oscar Pistorius might just be one of the best runners the world has 
ever seen. He was born in South Africa on November 22, 1986 
without the bones that support the calf muscles in both of his legs. His 
parents didn’t want him in a wheelchair for life, and so chose to have 
his lower legs cut off so that he could walk with the help of artificial 
legs or prosthetics. In spite of his disability, Oscar played many sports 
when he was in school, including soccer, water polo, tennis and even 
wrestling. Nothing was too difficult for Oscar! 
 
At  17,  Oscar  competed  in  his  first  Olympics  at  the  Summer 
Paralympics, which are games for disabled athletes, in Athens, 
Greece. Oscar tripped and fell in the 200-metre qualifying race, but 
courageously got up, and with the greatest confidence crossed the 
finish line and qualified for the race! He eventually won the gold medal 
in the event and won it with a most impressive world-record time of 
21.97 seconds. Oscar has gone on to break many more world 
records.  
 
Oscar then wanted to compete with able-bodied athletes at the 2008 
Beijing Olympics. To do this, he had to qualify with a time of 45.55 
seconds or under in the 400-metre race. Unfortunately, he failed to 
make the qualifying time.   
 
Since 2008, Oscar Pistorius has improved beyond all expectations. 
He reduced his qualifying time and at the 2012 Summer Olympics in 
London, Oscar became the first double leg amputee to participate in 
the Olympics. Oscar Pistorius is my Olympic Hero! 

 

Profile of an Athlete 
 

1. In Version A, what does the underlined information and the circled information refer to? 
2. Compare Versions A and B, and highlight the differences between the two in Version B.  
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(b) Identifying the Tone of a Profile

Version B in Activity 3 Worksheet 1 is designed to help students identify the tone of a 
profile written by a fan. 

Suggested procedures

1. Tell students that Version B is a profile written by a fan. Use pre- and while-reading 
strategies to guide students in reading Version B of the profile. Check comprehension. 

2. Ask students to compare Versions A and B and highlight the differences. 
3. Distribute Activity 3 Worksheet 2. Explain the instructions and example and ask 

students to complete the worksheet in groups. Discuss answers as a class.

Activity 3 Worksheet 2: 
The Tone of a Profile

Name:     Class:___
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The Tone of a Profile 

Write the differences you have identified between Versions A and B in the table below. In 
groups, discuss and explain the differences. An example has been done for you.  
 

Version A Version B Explain the difference 
E.g. a runner... a world-class runner... Version B tells us what a great runner 

Oscar is. 
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4. Write the following from Version B on the board and ask students what the two 
phrases have in common. 

one of the best runners
with the greatest confidence

   Guide students to identify the use of superlatives, if necessary, and ask them to 
identify additional superlatives in the text. 

5. Write the following from Version B on the board. Remind students that they were 
written by a fan, and ask why a fan might have written them this way. 

Nothing was too difficult for Oscar!
Oscar Pistorius is my Olympic Hero!

Guide students to identify the sentences as praise, if necessary, and ask them to 
identify additional praise. 

6. Explain that the fan’s admiring tone is expressed through the use of superlatives and 
praise in Version B. 

Creating a Fan Page

Having explored how fans feel about a person they admire, viewed a variety of fan 
pages, and identified the content and tone of a profile written by a fan, the students 
should be able to use this knowledge to create informative and appealing fan pages. 
There are many social networking sites that can help students create fan pages. The 
sites provide templates for students to upload and present information. In Activity 4, the 
template provided by Facebook is used. 

 

Activity 4: Creating a Fan Page
In groups, students will collaborate on creating a fan page for a member 
of a sports team at their school or a sporty friend whom they admire. 
They will collect information and write a profile before uploading it on 
to the template provided by Facebook. 
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Activity 4 Worksheet 1 is designed to help students collect and record information on the 
person they admire.

Suggested procedures

Note to Teachers: Assign students to groups. Ask each group to come to class having 
chosen a member of a sports team at their school or a sporty friend for whom they will 
create a fan page.

1. Tell students that in groups they are going to create a fan page for a 
spor tsperson at their school whom they all admire.

2. Demonstrate signing up for a new Facebook account with the name of the person for 
whom the fan page will be created.

3. Sign on to the newly-created Facebook account. Using the menu options on the 
homepage, demonstrate entering information into Info, uploading Photos, leaving 
comments on the Wall, etc., and changing and saving information using the Edit 
option.

Activity 4 Worksheet 1: Planning a Fan Page
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Activity 4 Assessment Form

Assessment Form

Date:
Name:
Task: Creating a fan page for an admired sportsperson
Text Type: Fan page                        

Please tick (  )
Needs 

Improvement
Satisfactory Well Done

A. Content
The profile of the sportsperson contains:
• personal data, e.g. nickname, hobbies   
• highlights of achievements in sports   
The fan page contains:
• a profile written by a fan   
• relevant photos of the person and descriptions

of the photos
  

• comments that show admiration from fans   

B. Language and Style
• Appropriate tenses used, e.g. the past tense 

to describe achievements and the present 
tense for facts

  

• A variety sentence structures and 
sports-related vocabulary used

  

• Superlatives and praise used to show 
admiration

  

• Informal language used in fans’ comments   

C. Task Completion
• The content of the worksheets is used to

complete the task.
  

• Information was uploaded on to the online fan 
page under the appropriate menu options,
e.g. Info, Photo, Notes.   

D. Comments
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Planning a Fan Page 
 
In groups, you will create a fan page for a sportsperson at your school whom you all 
admire. Use this worksheet to plan the content of the fan page and to collect the 
information about the person. 
 
 
I. About the Person 
 
A. Background information 
 
Name:         Gender:    
 
Age:    Sport/Position on the team:       
 
Birthday:      Live in :       
 
Primary school attended:           
 
Nickname:      Relationship status:      single/attached 
 
Hobbies:             
 
Favourite athlete:            
 
Favourite quote:            
 
Additional info:            
 
             
 
 
B. Awards and achievements 

Date/Year Event Result/Award 

   

   

   

   

   

Group Members:     _____   _____            Class:___

Activity 4 Assessment Form
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4. Distribute Activity 4 Worksheet 1. Ask each group to fill in as much information on 
the worksheet as possible. Ask group members to divide the required tasks among 
themselves and bring the collected information, photos and comments to the next 
class. 

5. In the next class, tell students that they are going to write a profile of their chosen 
sportsperson using Version B of Activity 3 Worksheet 1 as a model. Remind them to 
include information on the person’s background and achievements, and to write in 
the tone of a fan, using superlatives and praise. 

6. Distribute and explain the criteria in the Activity 4 Assessment Form. Use the Writing 
Process to guide students in drafting, revising and finalising their written profiles. 

7. In the school’s computer lab, ask students to create a fan page on Facebook for their 
chosen sportsperson. 

• Click on the Info option on the Facebook menu and tell students to enter the 
background information from Activity 4 Worksheet 1. 

• Click on the Photos option on the menu and tell students to upload the photos from 
Activity 4 on to the fan page.

• Click on the Notes option on the menu and tell students to enter the profile they 
have written.

• Click on the Wall option on the menu and tell students to enter the comments from 
fans from Activity 4 into the ‘What’s on your mind?’ box.  

8. Ask each group to display and explain their fan pages. Ask the class to provide 
feedback. 

4.  Fan Pages Assessment Form

The Activity 4 Assessment Form may be used by the student writer for self-assessment, 
by a classmate for peer assessment or by the teacher for summative assessment.
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5.  Resources

Actors:
Andy Lau
Jacky Chan
Brad Pitt

Actresses:
Gillian Chung
          
Charlene Choi
Angelina Jolie
           

Singers:
Eason Chan
      
Khalil Fong
Justin Bieber

Athletes:
Lee Lai Shan
Wong Kam Po
David Beckham

 

http://www.listal.com/viewimage/7620
http://realityglitch.files.wordpress.com/2010/03/jackie-chan.jpg
http://vicmackey.trakt.tv/images/people/1138.jpg

http://static.dramastyle.com/images/casts/China/1385/Gillian_
Chung_1385_10.jpg
http://www.popbee.com/image/2008/08/ah-sa-news-080808-1.jpg
http://www.magissue.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Angelina-
Jolie1.jpg

http://trialx.com/curetalk/wp-content/blogs.dir/7/files/2011/04/
gcelebrities/Eason_Chan-1.jpg
http://www.jpopasia.com/i1/celebrities/1/23078-khalilfong-qhk8.jpg
http://photos-3.posh24.com/p/1087709/z/justin_bieber/justin_bieber.jpg

http://www.chinalane.org/article_images/1661/02.jpg 
http://img04.taobaocdn.com/contribution/i4/T1U58pXoXFXXb1upjX.jpg
http://www.mundialsudafrica.com/imagenes/mundial-sudafrica/
beckham.jpg
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Sports Product Review

1. Introduction

In this unit, students will learn about the purpose and structure of sports product reviews. 
They will identify the range of language used in sports product reviews, from everyday 
language to technical sports or product terms to advertising jargon. Students will produce 
sentences using comparisons to state the negative in positive terms, a structure often 
used in product reviews. Then, students will produce a short sports product review.

2. Objectives

By the end of this unit, students will be able to:
• identify the main elements of a product review;
• understand and use some technical and jargonistic vocabulary from sports product 

reviews;
• use comparisons to state the negative in positive terms; and
• write a sports product review.

The language skills focus will be: 
- understanding technical terms and jargon from sports; and
- stating the negative in positive terms.

3. Overview of Activities 

Activity 1:  Introducing the Purpose of Product Reviews
Activity 2:  Identifying the Structure of a Product Review
Activity 3:  The Language of Product Reviews: 
                  Complexity of Structure and Use of Technical Terms
Activity 4:  Evaluating a Product Review 
Activity 5:  The Language of Product Reviews: Being Objective
Activity 6:  Writing a Sports Product Review
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Introducing the Purpose of Product Reviews 

There are many different brands and styles of sports products on the market. When 
buying a sports product, how do consumers choose which one to buy?

Some consumers buy sports products based on word-of-mouth, i.e. hearing about a 
particular product from friends or colleagues. Some consumers make choices based 
on fashion trends seen on television or in magazines, or buy products advertised by 
popular sports stars. 

Serious consumers may buy sports products after reading sports product reviews usually 
found in sports magazines or on sports websites. Product reviews tell consumers about 
a particular product often while making comparisons with similar products.

Reviews usually recommend the best product to buy, but can sometimes advise against 
buying a product. However, whether positive or negative, the purpose of a sports 
product review is to inform the reader. A good sports product review is a balance of 
facts and figures about the product and a well-supported recommendation based on 
personal experience.

Suggested procedures

1. Ask students to brainstorm features of their mobile. List-Group-Label. List the features 
on the board. Ask students to group the features into similar categories. Ask students 
to label the categories of features, e.g. colour, appearance, price, apps.

Note that students may need some prompts to begin this activity or to help them 
to think of the features of their mobile phones. Prompts might include: durability, 
quality, appearance, comfort, materials, design, function and performance. This list 
of feature prompts will be helpful in the final activity when students write their own 
sports product review.

2. Ask students why they bought their particular mobile phone and who they would 
recommend their mobile to.

Activity 1: Introducing the Purpose of Product Reviews
When introducing a new concept, it is helpful to associate the concept 
with what students might already know; that is, their prior knowledge. 
In the following activity, students need to use knowledge of their mobile 
phone to create a simple product review. Once they have understood 
the purpose of a product review on a familiar product, students will 
extend their analysis to a review of a sports product.
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3. Ask students the purpose of writing a product review (e.g. to provide information 
about, sell or recommend a product).

4. Ask students to write a brief review of their mobile phone, using the structure below.

My mobile phone is a (product information). It has a number of features, such as 
(description of features). I bought it because (reason for buying). I would recommend 
it to (description of who would like the product).

5. Ask a few students to present their reviews orally. Tell them to keep their reviews as 
they will return to them later.

Identifying the Structure of a Product Review

There is no single approach to writing a product review, whether it is a sports product or 
another kind of product. However, generally speaking, a sports product review includes 
four elements – general product information, introduction and description of the product 
features, the pros and the cons, and a recommendation.

A sports product review usually starts with some product information including a photo 
or graphic representation, brand, model, colour range and list price. 

The text usually highlights selected features of the product – details that the reviewer 
particularly liked or disliked. Other details of the product features may be given through 
a features chart and brief testimonials from users.

The last part of the review may sum up the overall opinion of the reviewer, leading to a 
recommendation as to who the product best suits. 

Activity 2: Identifying the Structure of a Product Review
In Activity 1, students presented a brief and informal product review of 
their mobile phone, a familiar product. The following activity analyses 
a sports product review to identify the typical structure of product 
reviews (as given above).
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Activity 2 Handout 1 is designed to provide students with a model of a sports product 
review and to aid their understanding of the structure of product reviews. 

Suggested procedures

1. Distribute Activity 2 Handout 1, Product Review for NIX GEL-O 10. 
2. Focus students on the picture and short text, and ask students what this information 

tells them – graphic, brand, model, colours and list price. Introduce the term product 
information to identify this part.

3. Now ask students to look at the last line of the text and ask them what it is – that is, the 
recommendation – ‘Recommended as a tough shoe that will last for a long time, and is 
suitable for training on hard roads and footpaths.’

4. Ask students to read the main body of the text to find the evidence for this 
recommendation, e.g. gives better balance and support to the runner; very 
comfortable; the gel makes the shoe feel softer on roads and footpaths; heel is softer. 
Introduce the term ‘features descriptions’ to identify this part of the review.

5. Now ask students to return to their mobile phone reviews to see if they used the same 
structure. Ask them to highlight the three sections. Ask how they might improve their phone 
reviews.

Activity 2 Handout 1:
Identifying the 
Structure of a 
Product Review
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Activity 2 Handout 1: Identifying the Structure of a Product Review 

Identifying the Structure of a Product Review 

Read the sports product review below.  
 
Identify the different parts in the structure of the product review.  
What is the purpose of each part? 

 

NIX GEL-O 10  
Price: $1440   
In blue, red, white 
Contact: nix.com 

 
 
 
 
The NIX GEL-O 10 sports 
shoe  has  a  solid  sole 
which  contains  many  sections  of  clear  jelly-like 
material. This material, gel, makes the shoe feel softer 
when running on roads and footpaths.  Last year’s 
model, the FEL-O 10, was lighter than the GEL-O 10. 
Although this new model is heavier,  this is not a 
disadvantage as the shoe gives better balance and 
support to the runner. The heel is softer, which stops 
the runner’s foot from hurting when the foot hits the 
ground. People who use the shoe like the fabric it’s 
made of – light material with small holes that allow air 
to come through – and think the fit, the way the shoe 
feels  on  the  foot,  is  very  comfortable.  They 
recommend the GEL-O 10 as a tough shoe that will 
last for a long time, which is suitable for training on 
hard roads and footpaths. 
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The Language of Product Reviews:

Complexity of Structure and Use of Technical Terms

The language found in sports product reviews may be quite complex: a combination of 
technical terms and jargon specific to the sport. Sometimes further complexity arises if 
the review is written for advertising.    

Technical vocabulary will include the names for parts of a specific product, e.g. shoe 
parts such as heel, toe, sole, tongue, laces, sole plate, arch support. These are the 
everyday words that an English speaker uses to talk about shoes. Some technical 
language in the review may concern the use or the user of the product; thus a review 
of sports shoes will likely include technical words from running or basketball or tennis.

However, other technical language found in descriptions of products may be more 
advertising-driven than genuinely technical. Such language is better described as 
jargon. Jargon is the language used by insiders in a specialist field as a kind of verbal 
shortcut in a shared environment. Speakers of jargon may also use common words 
in unusual ways, reflecting common usage among their group. Thus, jargon is often 
incomprehensible to people not familiar with the field or topic under discussion.

Realistically, students reading product reviews from specialist magazines or websites are 
going to find the language dense and difficult if they do not have very good knowledge 
of both the product and advertising jargon.

Activity 2 Handout 1 presented a relatively simple product review written in everyday 
language. Students will now look at two more complex versions of the same text to 
appreciate how the writing becomes more technical and jargonistic. They can also use 
the three texts to deduce the meaning of some of the challenging vocabulary. 

 

Activity 3: The Language of Sports Product Reviews: 
                   Complexity of Structure and Use of Technical Terms
In this activity, students read three increasingly complex versions of the 
NIX GEL-O 10 review. Students will match the sentences or phrases of 
each review which deliver the same information, and they will deduce 
the meaning of some of the technical or jargonistic vocabulary.



65Unit 6
Sports Product Review

Activity 3 Worksheet 1 is designed to help students identify and appreciate the differences 
between technical or jargonistic language and everyday English.

 

Suggested procedures

1. Distribute Activity 3 Worksheet 1. Ask students to look at Part 1: Matching Meaning. 
Tell students that Version 1 is the same text they read in Activity 2 Handout 1. Ask 
them to read the other two texts.

2. Ask students what they think Versions 2 and 3 are about. If they cannot identify them 
as different versions of Version 1, look at the highlighted sections and help them to 
‘pull apart’ and understand the meaning.

3. When students can identify the texts as different versions of the same product review, 
ask them to highlight each part of the reviews that carries the same information, 
matching the meaning by highlighting corresponding items in different colours as in 
the example. 

4. Check answers using the coloured answer key, or for a more interactive result, 
highlight the corresponding items on the screen as students volunteer answers.

Activity 3 Worksheet 1: 
The Language of 
Sports Product 
Reviews
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Activity 3 Worksheet 1: The Language of Sports Product Reviews 

Complexity of Structure and Use of Technical Terms 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NIX GEL-O 10 Sports Shoe Reviews 
Version 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Version 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Version 3 
 

Part 1: Matching Meaning 
(i)   Read the three versions of the sports shoe review. 
(ii)  Highlight the parts of the reviews that carry the same information, using the   

same colour highlighter. The first one is done for you. 

The NIX GEL-O 10 sports shoe has a solid sole which contains many 
sections of clear jelly-like material. This material, gel, makes the shoe 
feel softer when running on roads and footpaths. Last year’s model, the 
FEL-O 10, was lighter than the GEL-O 10. Although this new model is 
heavier, this is not a disadvantage as the shoe gives better balance and 
support to the runner. The heel is softer, which stops the runner’s foot 
from hurting when the foot hits the ground. People who use the shoe like 
the fabric it’s made of – light material with small holes that allow air to 
come through – and think the fit, the way the shoe feels on the foot, is 
very comfortable. They recommend the GEL-O 10 as a tough shoe that 
will last for a long time, which is suitable for training on hard roads and 
footpaths. 

With its multiple see-through Gel pockets within a solid support sole, the 
GEL-O 10 provides a soft landing for regular road running. Though it’s 
heavier than last year’s FEL-O 10, the shoe provides better stability and 
a more cushiony heel for impact protection. We especially liked the 
shoe's breathable mesh exterior and comfortable fit. Recommended as a 
durable everyday trainer for road and hard surfaces. 

The NIX GEL-O 10 sports shoe has a solid sole with a lot of transparent 
gel sections inside. These make the contact or landing of the foot on a 
hard road surface feel softer. This new model is heavier than the older 
model, the FEL-O 10, but provides a more solid and supported feel to the 
foot. It also has a softer layer under the heel to prevent painful striking 
when the heel hits the ground. Runners who tested the shoe liked the 
open-weave fabric which can ‘breathe’, and the comfortable fit. They 
recommend it to runners who often train on hard surfaces and therefore 
need a tough, long-lasting shoe. 
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5. Ask students to underline any words they do not understand in Version 3, then 
Version 2, then Version 1. Write up or underline some of the words. Tell students that 
they will return to the words after the next activity.

6. Turn to Part 2: Matching Vocabulary and model the meanings of ‘multiple’ as given in 
Versions 1 and 2. Ask the students to complete the vocabulary table, finding all the 
meanings from the three texts, not a dictionary.

7. Discuss answers, directing students to the words and phrases in the texts. Students’ 
answers must be concise and precise.

8. Now look at the words students originally had difficulty with and address any further 
vocabulary clarification.

Evaluating a Product Review

When reading sports product reviews, readers need to be aware of the difference 
between advertising ‘hype’ and real information. Advertising hype uses exaggerated 
language to impress and contains little or no useful information. Readers of product 
reviews need to recognise hype and read for useful information to help them become 
informed consumers.

Activity 4: Evaluating a Product Review
In this activity, students read two reviews of the same product and 
decide which information is useful and which is just advertising hype. 
Students then discuss whether these reviews would influence them to 
buy the product and why/why not.
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Activity 4 Worksheet 1 is designed to help students understand the difference between 
exaggerated or meaningless information and useful information, and to use the texts to 
aid their group discussion on the value of reading product reviews.

Suggested procedures

1.  Organise the class into groups and distribute Activity 4 Worksheet 1 to each person.
2. Ask students to read the reviews and discuss any unknown words or phrases 

within their groups; for example, from Review A, they may be able to clarify ‘fashion 
spotlight’, ‘seamless’, ‘swish’.

3. Make a list of any problem vocabulary still remaining, e.g. ‘chafing’, and clarify 
the meanings by using various reading strategies, such as ‘getting meaning from 
context’ – how would the pants leg feel if there were no seams? (smooth). If ‘chafing’ 
is ‘uncomfortable’, is it good or bad? (bad). When there is a seam, the pants leg rubs 
your leg and can cause uncomfortable redness – this is ‘chafing’.

4.  Ask students to answer questions (a), (b) and (c) individually.
5. With the texts on the screen (projector or visualiser), ask for words and phrases 

students highlighted. Discuss these choices with the class, e.g. exaggerated 
language might include ‘Look hot, feel cool…’, modelling suitable language for the 
discussion they will have. 

6. Ask groups to discuss the topic given. Ask one group member to summarise the 
group’s arguments for a brief oral presentation. Teacher and students give feedback.

Activity 4
Worksheet 1: 
Evaluating a 
Product Review
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Activity 4 Worksheet 1: Evaluating a Sports Product Review  

Name:     Class:___  

 

 

 
Evaluating a Product Review  

 
Read the two product reviews and answer the questions below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Review A by Mika 
The Praya range for men and women puts you in the fashion spotlight at the gym. 
Look hot, feel cool in the sleek lycra microfibre that hugs your body in all the right 
places. The neat zipped pockets hold all the little things you must have with you. 
You’ll never lose your locker key again! The inner legs are seamless so there’s 
no uncomfortable chafing. The fabulous pink swish will give you extra fire! These 
pants are for everyone who wants to look good and feel good while they work out. 
 
a. Highlight the information you found useful. 
b. Highlight the information  you thought was exaggerated or meaningless. 
c. What was the main purpose of this review?  
 

 

Review B by Peppi 
I bought the Praya pants because I liked the smooth fit and I haven’t been 
disappointed. They stretch easily for a range of gym work and don’t pull 
uncomfortably. The fabric feels good although it makes you rather hot. The 
pockets are not really needed and the zipper tags can get caught on my i-pod 
cable—very annoying! The colours are too bright, especially the yellow with the 
pink swish. I would prefer black. I think these pants will suit someone who takes 
lots of classes like dance and step because they are so flexible and comfortable. 
 
a. Highlight the information you found useful. 
b. Highlight the information you thought was exaggerated or meaningless. 
c. What was the main purpose of this review?  
 
 
Group Discussion:  
Would you buy these pants after reading these reviews? Why? Why not? 
 

 
 
 
Praya stretch 
$380 
Green, yellow, 
red 
gymfits.com 
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The Language of Product Reviews: 

Being Objective

People who write product reviews need to be objective in their reviews. Being too positive 
or too negative discourages the reader from reading the review seriously.  Being objective 
often results in a negative comment being joined to a more positive interpretation. 

Reviewers who report on more professional sites will generally be more objective than 
‘one-off’ users who simply want to describe their experience of the product. Readers 
of such one-off reviews may get a lot of differing and personal opinions and be just as 
confused and uninformed as when they started reading about the product! 

 
Activity 5 Worksheet 1 is designed to help students make a product review statement 
more objective by highlighting the positive aspects of the product feature and using 
modality to express negative possibility.
  

Activity 5: The Language of Product Reviews: 
                 Being Objective
In this activity, students will rewrite negative statements about products 
to make them more objective and balanced by stating both positive and 
negative factors. They will then try to explain why their new statement is 
more objective.

Activity 5 Worksheet 1: 
The Language of Sports 
Product Reviews
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Activity 5 Worksheet 1:  The Language of Sports Product Reviews 

Name:     Class:___  

 Being Objective  

 

Rewrite the following sentences to make the descriptions and recommendations 
more objective. Explain your answers. 
An example - from a phone review - has been done for you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(a) The colours are too bright. I would prefer black. 
________________________________________________________________ 
Explanation: ______________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
(b) The fabric feels good although it makes you rather hot. 
________________________________________________________________ 
Explanation: ______________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
(c) This shoe is made of mesh which is too weak to take hard wear. 
________________________________________________________________ 
Explanation: ______________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
(d) Don’t buy this shoe if you want to train on hard roads. 
________________________________________________________________ 
Explanation: ______________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
(e) RunReady claim this shoe is more flexible than last year’s model but I think 
it’s too cushiony with so much gel in the sole. 
________________________________________________________________ 
Explanation: ______________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
 

SENTENCE:  The ringtones are very boring so I had to download my own. 
 
REWRITTEN: The ringtones may not suit everyone but it is easy to download  
          your own. 
 
EXPLANATION: The negative comment (‘very boring’) has become more neutral 
(‘may not suit everyone’). I added but to contrast and a positive comment (‘easy to 
download your own’) to make the sentence more balanced. 
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Suggested procedures

1. Introduce the concept of objectivity in product reviews by referring to statements 
made in texts used in previous activities. For example, show students the text from 
Activity 3 NIX GEL-O 10 review Version 2. Consider the sentence, 

‘This new model is heavier than the older model, the FEL-O 10, but provides 
a more solid and supported feel to the foot.’ 

Ask students if being heavier is positive or negative. (negative)

Then ask students what the but signals. (something contrasting, a 
counter-argument)
The new model is heavier but more solid and supported.

                          (negative)       but        (positive)

Explain that the reviewer maintains a balance between positive and negative 
comments and so appears objective (not biased) to the reader. The reader can 
decide if the added solid, supported feel offsets the added weight.

2. Now show the texts from Activity 4, Reviews A and B. Ask students to compare the 
descriptions of the pockets.

‘The pants have zipped pockets.’ 

‘The neat zipped pockets hold all the little things you must have with you.’ 
(Review A)

‘The pockets are not really needed and the zipper tags can get caught on 
my i-pod cable – very annoying!’ (Review B)

Ask students whether the descriptions are positive or negative.

The first description is simply information – neutral.

Review A: Positive – ‘neat’ and ‘must have’

Review B: Negative – ‘not really needed’ and ‘annoying’. 
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Explain to students that a user who likes pockets to hold small things might feel this 
reviewer is a bit biased and may not trust the reviewer’s opinion on this and other 
aspects. Ask students how reviewer B could be more objective.

‘The pockets are zipped to hold things safely but the zipper tags can get caught 
on things.’ 

The pockets are zipped to hold things but the tags can get caught.
                                              (positive)       but        (negative)

Explain that now the description is more objective and the reader can decide whether 
the usefulness of pockets offsets the possibility of the tags getting caught on things.

3. Now give students Activity 5 Worksheet 1. Discuss (a), the model, and the reason 
given for changing it. 

4. Ask students to complete (b) and then discuss it with a partner. Share answers 
and discuss the variations given. Clarify any problems the students may have 
in understanding the task.

5. Ask students to complete Activity 5 Worksheet 1, rewriting each sentence to 
convey the same information more objectively. Discuss answers.

Writing a Sports Product Review

 

Activity 6: Writing a Sports Product Review
In this activity, students write a review on a backpack as a sports 
accessory (i.e. not as a school bag for carrying books). Students who 
do not have one in class can use a classmate’s backpack. Teachers set 
the length of the text to be written.
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Activity 6 Assessment Form is designed to help students write their sports product 
reviews. 

  

Suggested procedures

1. Distribute Activity 6 Assessment Form and discuss the features that should be present 
in the sports product review. Tell students they will assess a partner’s writing using 
the assessment form.

2. Students begin by planning the product information they will comment on in their 
review. Students look at their backpacks and note some obvious features – brand 
name, colour, fabric, size, number of pockets, strap arrangements. They may need 
some support with vocabulary.

3. Now ask students to make some notes on more technical issues such as quality, 
durability, comfort, design and performance. These points may be positive or 
negative. Finally, students should recommend who is best-suited for the product. 

Activity 6 
Assessment Form
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Activity 6 Assessment Form

Sports Product Review Assessment Form

Date:
Marker:
Writer:
Task: Write a sports product review on a backpack
Text Type: Product Review                         

Please tick (  ) Needs 

Improvement

Satisfactory Well 

Done

A. Structure
1. Illustration included   

2. Product information given – product name, 
model, company name, list price

  

3. 3-4 product features discussed   

4. Recommendation given   

B. Language and Style
1. Comments are objective

Give an example:
  

2. Comments are relevant   

3. Use of descriptive, creative language
Give examples:

  

4. Use of technical terms
Give examples:

  

5. Accuracy of language use   

C.Comments
Positive:

Negative:

Overall:
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4. Ask students to draft their sports product review, using the assessment form as a 
writing guide. 

5. Students should then share their reviews with a partner for peer assessment and 
feedback.

6. Once students have edited their drafts, ask them to submit the assignment for formal 
assessment. 

4. Sports Product Review Assessment Form

The Activity 6 Assessment Form may be used by the student writer for self-assessment, 
by a classmate for peer assessment or by the teacher for summative assessment.

5. Resources 

A few websites with sports product reviews:

Sports Product Review: New sports products, gear and gadgets reviewed weekly, http://
www.sportsproductreview.com/. This site contains longer reviews. Click on the sport of 
choice to the right of the page for lots of product reviews related to that sport.

Consumer search: Love what you buy, http://www.consumersearch.com/. This site has 
LOTS of reviews on all sorts of topics – Fitness & Sports, Family & Pets, Health & Beauty 
and more…

Consumer Guide: Products.  Look at this site for reviews on fitness and recreation,  
http://products.howstuffworks.com/backpack-reviews.htm (see backpack reviews for 
some very technical language).

eHow: Discover the expert in you.  This site has examples of descriptive language for 
backpacks,  http://www.ehow.com/list_7307598_kelty-4300-st-backpack-specifications.
html.
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Sports Communication Olympics

1. Introduction

In this unit, students will apply the skills and knowledge they have acquired in the previous 
units by competing in the Sports Communication Olympics. Classes will be divided into 
four teams and groups of three from each team will compete in a heptathlon, an overall 
event made up of seven parts. The whole competition should take about 2-3 lessons.

2. Objectives

By the end of this unit, students will be able to apply the skills they have learnt in the 
module in a fun way.

The language focus will be using the new language they have learnt throughout the 
module.

3. Overview of Activities 

Activity 1:  Rapid-fire Card Matching
Activity 2:  Come on – Ask me!
Activity 3:  What does it Mean?
Activity 4:  What is in the Survey?
Activity 5:  Call the Editor!
Activity 6:  Slick Pitch
Activity 7:  I’m Hearing You!
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In this final unit, students compete in the Sports Communication Olympics. Students 
apply the skills they have learnt in the entire module in a fun way.

Suggested procedures to set up the competition

1. At the front of the classroom, arrange four desks (or double desks) with three chairs 
around each desk. 

2. Explain to students that the competition is a seven-part event called a heptathlon, 
which is meant to show the abilities of an all-round ‘sportsperson’. Points will be 
awarded to 1st, 2nd and 3rd place – 10 points for 1st, 6 points for 2nd and 2 points for 3rd. 
The teacher will be the referee and have the final decision-making power.

3. Divide the class into four teams and explain that three players from each team will 
compete in each of the seven events. (Thus each student should compete in about 
four to five events.)

4. Ask the teams to give themselves a team name and select a team colour. Label the 
team desks at the front. The teacher/referee keeps a score sheet throughout the 
event without revealing the scores until the end.

Heptathlon Event 1:  Rapid-fire Card Matching

Event 1: Rapid-fire Card Matching
In this activity, students match cards with people, equipment and 
sports terms to particular sports.

Event 1 Game Cards:
Rapid-fire Card
Matching
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Suggested procedures

1. Teams select their three competitors before knowing what the event is. They move to 
the competitors’ desks.

2. Explain Event 1. Each team will be given a set of mixed cards with names of sports, 
sports terms, sports equipment and sportspeople. The team must pile all the cards 
belonging to one sport together. Teams compete until all have finished, or the teacher/
referee may impose a time limit. To get points, the answers must be completely 
correct. If no team is correct, allow another minute. Award part marks if no team is a 
clear winner.

3. Distribute the Game Cards face down to each team. Fire the starting gun! http://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=M27_cYTcZJI&feature=relmfu

4. Complete the event as per the rules above and record points awarded.

Heptathlon Event 2:   Come on – Ask me!

Event 2: Come on – Ask me! 
In this activity, students read a news item about a sports match and then 
prepare interview questions for one of the players.

Event 2
Worksheet 1:
Come on – Ask me!
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Event 2 Worksheet 1: Come on - Ask me! 

Event 2: Come on - Ask me! 
Team:   __________  

You are a sports reporter who has to interview David Beckham 10 minutes after an 
important game.  Read what happened in the game in the newsflash below. Then 
write 4 suitable questions you could ask him about the game**. 

** Your questions will be judged on: 1) how relevant they are to the game that has just 
been played (4 points); 2) how balanced and fair to the interviewee they are (3 points); 3) 
whether they are logically ordered (3 points); and 4) how accurate the question forms are 
(4 points). 

Reporter’s Questions: 
 

Q1: __________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 __________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Q2: __________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 __________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Q3: __________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 __________________________________________________________ 
   

 

 
 
 
 

 
David Beckham has just failed to land a goal in the dying seconds of the World Cup 
final. England would have equalised if the shot had landed in, but it just tipped the 
crossbar and skimmed over the goal. Spain won 3-2. 

Beckham had earlier landed England’s two goals to stay in touch with Spain. Torres, 
Silva and Cazoria scored for Spain in a hard-fought match. 

Beckham was visibly upset after the missed goal and left the pitch immediately after 
the final whistle. Some sections of the crowd booed his departure while others cheered 
him. 

Newsflash 
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Suggested procedures

1.  Teams select their three competitors before knowing what the event is. They 
move to the competitors’ desks.

2. Explain Event 2. Teams are going to read a short news item about a football 
match and then, in their roles as sports interviewers, prepare four appropriate 
questions to ask a player in the match. The teacher/referee may impose a time limit.

3.  Distribute Event 2 Worksheet 1 and fire the starting gun!
4. The teacher/referee or guest judges award points for the questions asked and 

announce the winners from 3rd to 1st. Record points awarded.

Heptathlon Event 3: What does it Mean?

Event 3: What does it Mean? 
In this activity, students will match some common sports idioms to their 
sports of origin by noting the key words related to the sport. They will 
then match the idioms to their meanings by considering the literal and 
extended meaning.

Event 3
Worksheet 1:
What does it 
Mean?
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Event 3 Worksheet 1: What does it Mean? 

Event 3: What does it Mean? 
               Team:   ___________   Class:___ 

Match the idioms to the sports. An example has been done for you. 

 
Now match some of the idioms above to the meanings below by writing the letter 
beside the meaning. 
 
(   )  to do something too soon 
 
(   )  to come to a mistaken conclusion 
 
(   )  to try to do something you don’t have the ability to do 
 
(   )  to try to control a difficult situation 
 
(   )  to cause to lose energy and enthusiasm 
 
(   )  to prepare thoroughly 
 
(   )  to win 
 
(   )  to lose 
 
 

 Idiom  Sport 

A Chip in  Athletics 

B To bark up the wrong tree  Bullfighting 

C Behind the eight ball  Horseracing 

D Jump the gun  Archery 

E Out of your depth  Baseball 

F Take the wind out of your sails  Swimming 

G Cover all of your bases  Sailing 

H Down for the count A Gambling 

I Hit the bull’s eye  Hunting with dogs 

J First past the post  Boxing 

K Take the bull by the horns  Snooker 
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Suggested procedures

1. Teams select their three competitors before knowing what the event is. They 
move to the competitors’ desks.

2. Explain Event 3. Teams match sports idioms to the sports of origin and to 
their meanings. The teacher/referee may impose a time limit on this event.

3.  Distribute Event 3 Worksheet 1 face down and fire the starting gun.
4. On completion, collect the worksheets and award one point for each correct 

answer. Announce winners from 3rd to 1st and record points awarded.

Heptathlon Event 4:  What is in the Survey?

Event 4 Worksheet 1:
What’s in the Survey?
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Event 4 Worksheet 1: What’s in a S urvey?

Event 4: What’s in the Survey? 

The three figures below represent the findings of a survey conducted at two 
secondary schools – Mickey Mouse Secondary School and Superman 
Secondary School. 

Figure 1 shows the percentage of boys and girls who take part in sports at 
Mickey Mouse Secondary School. 
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Fig. 1: Percentage of students who take part in sports at Mickey Mouse Secondary School 

 

 
 

Event 4: What is in the Survey? 
In this activity, students will interpret data in bar graphs using a variety 
of strategies.
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                                                                          Event 4 Worksheet 1: What’s in the Survey?

Heptathlon Quiz
 
Part A: (2 points each) 
Indicate whether the following statements about the survey data are True or 
False by writing T or F after the statement.  
 
 True or False 
1. At least twice as many boys as girls play basketball at 

Mickey Mouse Secondary School. 
 

2. More girls than boys at Superman Secondary School 
prefer swimming. 

 

3. Volleyball was about equally popular with boys and 
girls at both schools 

 

4. Football is the most popular spectator sport.  

5. Students like playing volleyball but don’t seem to like 
watching it on TV. 

 

6. Mickey Mouse students watch more sports than 
Superman students. 

 

 
Part B: (3 points each) 
What questions were asked about the data to get the following answers?  
(a) has been done for you.  
 
Question  Answer 
(a) What percentage of girls play football at Mickey 

Mouse Secondary School? 
18% 

(b)  About 35% and 55% 
respectively 

(c)  
 
 

Golf at Mickey 
Mouse SS and 
basketball at 
Superman SS 

(d)  Volleyball at both 
schools 
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Suggested procedures

1.  Teams select their three competitors before knowing what the event is. They 
move to the competitors’ desks.

2. Explain Event 4. Teams are given bar graphs drawn from data collected by the 
same sports-related survey at two secondary schools. Teams answer a number of 
questions about the survey data. The teacher/referee may impose a time limit.

3.  Distribute Event 4 Worksheet 1 and fire the starting gun.
4.  When teams are finished or time is up, collect the worksheets and mark answers 

according to the points scheme indicated. Accept any reasonable answers. 
Announce winners from 3rd to 1st and record points awarded.

Heptathlon Event 5:  Call the Editor!

Event 5: Call the Editor! 
In this activity, students will sequence a jumbled sports article.

Event 5
Worksheet 1:
Call the Editor!
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Event 5: Call the Editor!
 
The following sports article about the Wimbledon tennis tournament has 
become all mixed up! Not only is the text out of order, but also parts of other 
sports articles have been included. 
Put the article together in the right order and leave out the parts not relevant to 
tennis. The article starts with the word Wimbledon.  

Wimbledon is seen as the crowning glory in tennis achievement and once 
again players are wearing their traditional white gear on to the green grass 
courts. What will the weather be like? 
It’s late June and it might be hot, it might rain and it might be cool; that’s 
English weather.
But the tennis will be hot, that’s guaranteed!
Top seeds in the men’s singles are the expected trio of Djokovic, Nadal and 
Federer with all the UK hoping that Andy Murray can finally win.
The women’s game is more open with Maria Sharapova in the top position 
with several other recent Number 1 players snapping at her heels.
Former top player Serena Williams is always a force to be reckoned with, 
even without much match practice.
As always, members of the Royal Family, patrons of the tennis association, 
will be honoured spectators.
Prince Charles is expected to attend for the first time in many years much to 
the delight of the media.
As usual the media coverage will be thorough and fans who can’t get a ticket 
to top matches can sit on the outer lawn and watch the big serves on the big  
screen display.
Linesmen ready? Ballboys ready? Play!
Wayne Rooney has kicked goals for Manchester United, but his form has 
been poor.
Steve Garrard will captain the team and is confident the team is ready to win.
However, English fans should hope the result will not hang on a penalty 
shoot-out!
All sports facilities in the UK have had a facelift or been expanded.
The London Olympics have put sport firmly on the map in a country noted for 
its high levels of obesity.
Perhaps the Olympics can raise awareness of the need to be fit and healthy.
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Event 6:  Slick Pitch
In this activity, students will write a sales pitch for a shirt and then deliver 
it convincingly to the class.

Suggested procedures

1.  Teams select their three competitors before knowing what the event is. They move to 
the competitors’ desks.

2.  Explain Event 5. Teams are given a sports article which is jumbled and has parts of 
other articles included. Teams have to sequence the Wimbledon article in the correct 
order, discarding the irrelevant information. The teacher/referee may impose a time 
limit.

3. Distribute Event 5 Worksheet 1 cut up into strips. Display the instructions on the 
screen or give each team a copy. Fire the starting gun.

4. When teams are finished or time is up, check the results of each team. If no team is 
correct, allow them to continue for another minute. Award part marks if no team is a 
clear winner. Announce winners from 3rd to 1st and record points awarded.

Heptathlon Event 6:  Slick Pitch

Event 6
Assessment Form
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Activity 6 Assessment Form

Sales Pitch Assessment Form

Date:
Name:

____________________________________________________

Team:
Presenter:
Task: Deliver a sales pitch on a sports product
Text Type: Persuasive oral text

Please tick (  ) Needs 

Improvement

(1 mark)

Satisfactory

(2 marks)

Well 

Done

(4 marks)

A. Structure
1. Product introduced clearly   

2. 2-3 interesting product features given   

3. Recommendation given   

B. Language and Style
1. Comments were creative   

2. Comments were believable   

3. Descriptive and technical language were used   

4. Presentation was cohesive   

5. Language was accurately used   

C. Oral Presentation
1. Clear speech and good pronunciation   

2. Connection with the audience   

3. Convincing – I want to buy this shirt!   

D. Comments

TOTAL: ________
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Suggested procedures

1.  Advise teams that this will be a speaking activity and they should choose their team 
accordingly. Teams move to the competitors’ desks. 

2.  Explain Event 6. Each team will be given one picture of a sports shirt, each one just 
a little different in colour and style. (The pictures of sports shirts can be found on 
Google images or similar and printed and distributed to teams.) Tell the teams that 
they have 10 minutes to prepare a sales pitch for this shirt, and 2 minutes to present 
their sales pitch and ‘sell’ the sports shirt to the class. Give the teams and the 
audience Event 6 Assessment Form for criteria for making the pitch and for judging 
the effectiveness. 

3.  After the 10-minute preparation period, ask each team to deliver the sales pitch. The 
audience fills in marks on Event 6 Assessment Form and each team averages their 
marks to get a total. In the case of a dispute, the teacher/referee’s decision is final. 
Announce winners from 3rd to 1st and record points awarded.

Heptathlon Event 7:  I’m Hearing You!

Event 7: I’m Hearing You!
In this activity, students will listen to an interview with a sportsperson 
and fill in information on a fan page.

Event 7
Worksheet 1:
I’m Hearing You!

© NET Section, CDI, EDB, HKSAR                      Unit 7 - Sports Communication Olympics 
Event 7 Worksheet 1: I’m Hearing You! 

 

Event 7: I’m Hearing You! 
 
Reporter Nicki Liu is interviewing rising stars from school sports teams. Listen to the 
information this sportsperson gives her and fill in the blanks on Worksheet 1. 
 

  
      
   Name: 
 
Nickname: 
 
    Age: 
 
         Birthday: 
 
              Star sign: 
 
                    Lives in: 

Sport: 
Plays for: 
_____________________ 
Secondary School 

________________________ 

Athletics Club 
Awards: 
Tsing Yi Inter-school 
Volleyball Competition:  

_____________________ 
Athletics Club award: 
___________________ 
 

Slogan: 

Ambition: 

Hobbies: 

Inspired by... 

Height: 

Schools Attended: 
_______________________________________ 
 
________________________________________ 
 
       _________________________________ 
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Suggested procedures

1.  Advise teams that this will be a listening activity and they should choose their team 
accordingly. Teams move to the competitors’ desks.

2.  Explain Event 7. Teams will listen to an interview with a local sportsperson and fill in 
the information they would use to set up a fan page.

3.  Distribute Event 7 Worksheet 1. Play the interview once for general comprehension. 
Then play again for teams to complete the fan page information outline. The teacher/
referee may choose to play the recording again if needed.

4.  Mark answers. Announce winners from 3rd to 1st and record points awarded.

Suggested procedures to finish the competition

1.  Now calculate total points for the heptathlon events. 
2. Set up a presentation dais and announce medal winners from 3rd to 1st. Present 

medals or prizes.

4. Assessment Form

There is no formal assessment task and rubric included because the purpose of this 
final unit has been to provide opportunities for students to apply the skills they have 
learnt in the module in a fun way. Teachers could assess students informally on groups’ 
performance.
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