
Name   Class            (        ) 
 

NET Section, CDI, EDB, HKSAR  Worksheet 2.6: Physical Appearance 

Physical Appearance 
 
Another way to develop a character in a short story is to describe the character’s 
physical appearance.  

A description of a character’s physical appearance might include: 

Characteristics Descriptive words and phrases 

body big/small, tall/short, heavy/thin, fat/slim, of average build, well-
built, strong, muscular, athletic, big-boned, bony, skinny, petite, 
etc. 

face round, thin, freckled, pimpled, scarred, bearded, clean-shaven, 
attractive, handsome, pretty, beautiful, ugly, prominent/small nose, 
thick/thin lips, straight/crooked teeth, pointy chin, square jaw, red 
cheeks, shiny forehead, etc. 

skin  dark/light, rough/smooth, dirty/clean, hairy, spotty, wrinkled, etc. 

hair  long/short, shoulder-length, straight, curly, wavy, permed, dyed, 
black, brown, blonde, grey, silver, white, tied in a pony tail, shaved 
head, receding hairline, bald, etc. 

eyes big/small, round/narrow, almond-shaped, bright, brown, blue, 
green, hazel, bloodshot, teary, watery, watching, a black eye, 
bags under the eyes, thick eyebrows, long eyelashes, etc. 

clothing white shirt, blue jeans, grey jacket, long dress, short skirt, black 
hat, red scarf, old shoes, etc. 

other appears confident/weak, wears glasses, wears earrings, wears a 
watch, wears lipstick, walks with a cane, walks with a limp, has a 
nervous tick, speaks with a stutter, speaks with a lisp, drools, etc.    

 
You can create a mind map about a main character like the one below: 
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This is a description of one of the characters in the story ‘Victim’ by Adrian Tilley. 
Highlight the details about the old man’s physical appearance.  

The old man was slumped close to his plate, shovelling the rice in clumsily 

with his shaking hands. Alvin took in the details he knew so well. The pink 

shiny head with the greasy strips of hair stuck to it like wisps of string. The 

thin, wrinkled face, the squashed, pitted nose. The eyes glassed over with 

age, always watering but always watching. Alvin hated the way he was 

always watching. The slack, distorted mouth, twisted to one side after last 

year’s stroke. The thin arms, bulging veins… he couldn’t look at him anymore. 

He thought he could smell him though – a waft of stale piss. 

 
Questions 

1. What is the old man doing?   

2. Who is observing the old man? 

3. How do you think the two characters are related?  

 

4. How does the character who is observing the old man feel? 

 

5. How do you know this?  

 

 

 


