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 Beginning the Story  
 
Part 1: At the beginning of a short story, the setting does not have to be described in 
great detail. It only needs to be described in enough detail to get the story started.  

It is important to set the time and the place and to establish the mood at the 
beginning of a short story. Here are a few examples of ideal settings for different 
types of short stories. 

Type of story Ideal setting 

A ghost story an old house in the countryside on a rainy night  

A detective / crime story a hotel in the city where guests mysteriously disappear 

An adventure story an old ship on a stormy ocean in the days of pirates 

A science fiction story a spaceship travelling to a distant planet in the future 

A fantasy an enchanted island with talking trees and animals  

 
1. What type of story is your group writing? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

2. What is the setting of your story? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

3. In the box below, draw a picture of your setting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Name   Class            (        ) 
 

NET Section, CDI, EDB, HKSAR          Worksheet 2.9: Beginning the Story 

Part 2: Once you have established a setting that is ideal for the type of story you 
plan to write, you will need to think about how to begin your story. 

Skilful writers know how to begin their stories in an interesting way. Compare the 
following story openings. Tick the box of the one that is more interesting.    

1. 
a. It was a sunny day. Five friends went to the beach. They went swimming, 

then had a barbecue lunch. Everyone was happy.           
 

b. It was a sunny day. Five friends went to the beach, but only four returned.  
 

 

2. 
a. “Let’s go to the beach!” Tony suggested.      

John looked at him in surprise and replied, “You hate the beach!” 
“But today’s special. I’m going to love it today!” 

 
b. “Let’s go to the beach!” Tony suggested.      

“Yes. That’s a good idea,” John replied. 
“It’s a good day for a swim and a barbecue,” Tony said. 
“I agree. What do you want to take to eat?” John asked. 

 
 

3. 
a. Last Sunday was cool and cloudy. The wind from the sea made people 

feel uncomfortable. Everybody wore lots of clothes when they went 
outside. John and his sister Sarah wore their new jackets when they went 
to visit their grandparents. 

 
b. Last Sunday was cool and cloudy. The wind from the sea made people 

feel uncomfortable. Everybody wore lots of clothes when they went 
outside – except John and his sister Sarah. They were different from other 
people, and other people laughed at them. However, that day people 
would stop laughing forever. That day people learned to be afraid – very 
afraid! 
 

 
 
 

Note 
Try to put a mystery, problem or question at the beginning of your story. This will 
make the reader interested enough to want to read the next sentence, the next 
paragraph, and so on. 


