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Challenges of Learning Chinese for Non-Chinese Speaking Students Progressing to Secondary Schools

To Secondary 1 entrants, a new school year signifies more than just bidding farewell to their primary schools and
familiar faces after years of study, it also entails embracing a new learning environment in secondary schools.  As for
non-Chinese speaking (NCS) students, they face different challenges when it comes to learning Chinese.

Why is it important for NCS students to master the Chinese language?

o0 tr  Hong Kong is a multicultural city, and proficiency in Chinese helps NCS students
@ integrate into the community, unleash their potential, and ultimately use their strengths in

the workplace, thereby contributing to Hong Kong.

How does Chinese learning differ after progressing to secondary schools?
Secondary schools place greater emphasis on fostering students’ independence in language learning, including
developing their skills and habits in information search, note-taking and lesson preparation.

Students will have more exposure to classical Chinese prose and a wider variety of reading materials.

Modes of assessment are more diverse, ranging from interviews and project-based learning to the use of
learning portfolios.  Students will also engage more in self-assessment and peer assessment.
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To prepare for Chinese learning in the upcoming school year, NCS students should make
good use of the summer holidays to learn Chinese. They are encouraged to actively
participate in school-based summer bridging programmes organised by their allocated
secondary schools and make reference to the information below to equip themselves.
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Develop self-learning skills in language acquisition and achieve learning to learn:
Learn ways to find reading resources, adopt reading strategies suitably, and
cultivate reading interests and habits;

Broaden knowledge by actively participating in a variety of language activities,
such as reading clubs, dramas, debates and cultural study tours, both within and
outside of school;

Take part in different types of language competitions, such as the “Chinese Talent
Competition for NCS Students” organised by the Education Bureau (EDB), to
foster interest and confidence in learning Chinese; and

Recite more Chinese texts (including short and simple classical Chinese poems and
prose) to appreciate the range of emotions contained therein.

Make good use of different resources for self-learning:

EDB’s “Online Chinese Language Self-learning Resources for NCS Students”
offers a diverse range of e-learning materials, including characters learning, audio
storybooks, Chinese classics series (such as famous quotes, idioms, poetry and
couplets), small books and learning Cantonese pronunciation; and

Other learning resources including resources provided by schools, resources of
EDB Educational Multimedia, as well as books and electronic resources available
at Hong Kong Public Libraries.

Strive to achieve goals:

The Curriculum Development Institute of EDB has produced different videos, such
as “The Series of Supporting NCS Students in Learning Chinese” and “Spread the
Wings of Your Dreams: NCS Students’ Dreams Come True”, to motivate NCS
students to master the Chinese language.

How can parents of NCS students obtain information on supporting their children in
learning Chinese and multiple pathways available to them?
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EDB has provided a series of parent education programmes for parents of NCS
students to help them support their children’s learning, encourage their children to
master the Chinese language, and have a more comprehensive understanding of the
multiple pathways available to their children.

“Chinese Talent
Competition for NCS
Students”

“Online Chinese
Language Self-learning
Resources for NCS
Students”

“The Series of Supporting
NCS Students in Learning
Chinese” & “Spread the
Wings of Your Dreams:
NCS Students’ Dreams
Come True” (Video)

Parent education
programmes for parents of
NCS students
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