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Foreword

This folder of exemplars is prepared to complement the report on “Learning to
Learn - The Way Forward in Curriculum Development” (June 2001) prepared by the
Curriculum Development Council. The exemplars are intended to illustrate the ideas
and recommendations in the report with authentic local experiences, to help readers to
understand them, and also to see how they happen in Hong Kong.

As the review of the school curriculum in the report is comprehensive, the exemplars
cover a broad range of curriculum matters (e.g. learning and teaching strategies,
assessment, school-based curriculum development, homework, time-table, etc) for
different levels of schooling. Each exemplar attempts to bring out the key messages of
the final report, rather than to provide a “manual” for everything at this stage. Therefore
they are presented in various forms suited for the messages, such as: episodes, extract
of dialogues, snapshots of learning activities, lesson plans and diagrams.

Teachers, school heads/principals and all those interested in curriculum
development could use the exemplars in the following ways:

1. scan through the exemplars and have a general picture of curriculum
development in Hong Kong;

2. select a few that suit their needs and find out more about them;
3. reflect upon some of them in terms of their work contexts;

4. discuss some of them with colleagues and other parties, and include them
in future planning;

5. try some of them;
6. generate the desire to share the useful experiences with others;

7. send feedback to the Curriculum Development Council for consideration
of developing more helpful information to teachers and schools.

The exemplars are no by means exhaustive nor models to be replicated. They are
set in specific contexts such as encouragement by school heads/principals, enthusiasm
of teachers. They are crystallised experiences to be shared, discussed, built and improved
upon. We sincerely hope that these exemplars could inspire readers to create more
meaningful learning experiences for our students and enhance their capabilities for
learning how to learn.

We have presented the exemplars in the original form as far as possible to maintain
the authentic flavour. Our heartfelt thanks are given to school heads/principals,
teachers, students, parents, educators in tertiary institutions and other partners who
have shared their valuable experiences with us.
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