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History of Yau Ma Tei




1841 I MLFEL ERYIH Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon Peninsula, 1841

Growth of a city: Yau Ma Tei
Population (2011) = 22,218 inhabitants
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Growth of a city: Yau Ma Tei
Origin of name JE FR3 (literally, "land of oil and jute")

Yau #Hll = tung oil for sealing boat hull #i#i Ma Jik = jute rope for mooring and rigging k4R
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Image source: (top row) www.eyeinhand.com; www.hemp.com; (bottom row) www.picturechina.com.cn

Growth of a city: Yau Ma Tei
Kowloon Peninsula, 1860
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Growth of a city: Yau Ma Tei
Kowloon Peninsula, 1860
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"Around here, there's nothing but
HE hills, a barren land"
U k

Image source: Public Records Office

Growth of a city: Yau Ma Tei
Kowloon Peninsula, 1860 — a "barren land" A&
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Image source: Hong Kong Museum of Art




Growth of a city: Yau Ma Tei
Kowloon Peninsula, 1860 — a "barren land" A&

Image source: Gwulo

Growth of a city: Yau Ma Tei
Kowloon Peninsula, 1860 — a "barren land" A&
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Growth of a city: Yau Ma Tei
Kowloon Peninsula, 1863 — the growth of a city, starting with infrastructure

KOWLOON 1863
PROPOSED ROADS

Image source: Public Records Office

Growth of a city: Yau Ma Tei
The beginning of Yau Ma Tei (1868 map)

Image source: Information Services Department
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Growth of a city: Yau Ma Tei
The town of Yau Ma Tei (1875 plan)
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Image source: HKBRAS

Growth of a city: Yau Ma Tei
The town of Yau Ma Tei (1880s photo)

Image source: lllustrated London News, 6 Oct. 1860
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Growth of a city: Yau Ma Tei
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Growth of a city: Yau Ma Tei
The urban district of Yau Ma Tei (1934 photo)

Image source: www.uwants.com



Growth of a city: Yau Ma Tei in 136 years

The urban dlstrlct of Yau Ma Tei, 2011 The town of Yau Ma Tei, 1875
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Cantonese opera: popular entertainment before the advent of movies

CHINCSE THEALT

(Wati- DN 4:0) | =l Gt ) |5 G B

Cantonese opera houses forerunner of Hong Kong s movie theatres (cmemas)
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What's in a name: theatre or cinema?

HEHFEX =cinema
X [BEJEX = movie theatre
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Hong Kong's earliest (temporary) cinema
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FHE— M = NELE/BBE Hong Kong's first indoor opera-cum-movie theatre
[ B8 B% Bl /i B Tung Hing Theatre (1867-1910s)
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FHFE M ENEE/EBBE Hong Kong's first indoor opera-cum-movie theatre
[E1 B8k 1B /8% B% Tung Hing Theatre (1867-1910s)

FHFE M ENEE/EBBE Hong Kong's first indoor opera-cum-movie theatre
[E1 B8k 1A /8% B% Tung Hing Theatre (1867-1910s)
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FHE— = NEE/BLBE Hong Kong's first indoor opera-cum-movie theatre
[E1 B8k /8B Tung Hing Theatre (1867-1910s)
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- W = WELE/BEBE Hong Kong's second indoor opera-cum-movie theatre
=R ER B /BRE% Ko Shing Theatre (1870-1970s)
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Growth of a city: Tai Ping Shan

1842 - "commercial town" in Central and "garrison town" in Sheung Wan

"Commissariat store house, now used as Barracks" Possession Point Marine Lot No. 1
Today's Ko Shing Street Today's Hollywood Road Park Around today's Gilman's
1 Bazaar and Wing Kut Street
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Growth of a city: Tai Ping Shan

1840s — the formation of Hong Kong's "Chinatown"

The beginning of Today's Nam Pak Hong area Today's Peel Street/Gage
Tai Ping Shan district S Street market area

Hong Kong in 1843

Image source: Public Records Office
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Growth of a city: Tai Ping Shan
1850s-60s — the growth of Hong Kong's largest "Chinese quarters"

The fully formed
Tai Ping Shan district

Hong Kong in 1856

Image source: courtesy of Dr. Patrick Hase

1889 KR AT AT & (#858) Pre-Ko Shing Street in 1889 (praya)
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From the 1860s through the 1880s, the land that would become Ko Shing Street was a Praya (from
Portuguese, a waterfront promenade), built on land reclaimed from the Victoria Harbour in 1859.
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1900 F KBS Ko Shing Street in the mid-1900s
Ko Shing Street Ships on Victoria Harbour
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Ko Shing Theatre
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From 1889 to 1904, n?ore
Shing Street
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Bk EShing G661 todeyKo Shing Street in the 1890s (praya)
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T M= NERE/BLBE Hong Kong's second indoor opera-cum-movie theatre
EfEEEl /8% BT Ko Shing Theatre (1870-1970s)

T M= NERE/BLBE Hong Kong's second indoor opera-cum-movie theatre
E R EEE /8RBT Ko Shlng Theatre (1870-1970s)
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Floral panels outside a Cantonese opera performlng theatre/cmema (1952)

T M= NERE/BLBE Hong Kong's second indoor opera-cum-movie theatre
EfEEEl /8% BT Ko Shing Theatre (1870-1970s)
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T M= NERE/BLBE Hong Kong's second indoor opera-cum-movie theatre
EfEEEl /8% BT Ko Shing Theatre (1870-1970s)
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T M= NERE/BLBE Hong Kong's second indoor opera-cum-movie theatre
EfEEEl /8% BT Ko Shing Theatre (1870-1970s)

L ELE /Bt & % Ko Shing Theatre advertisements — 1937, 1941, 1947 and 1951
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NIEFE—RIBBE Kowloon's first cinema
¥ B &R Po Hing/Astor Theatre: (1{t) 1900-1927; (2{£) 1928-1955; (3{%) 1957-1987 [1,788 & {iseats]; (4
1X) 1990-2000 [at the podium of Eaton Hotel]

NIEFE—RIEBE Kowloon's first cinema
e Er= T - R HE)E Po Hing/Astor Theatre — now Eaton Hotel
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TH R 31 55 — P BRP% Yau Ma Tei's first cinema
' BLF% Kwong Chee Theatre (1919-1968, 365 J& 4 seats)

ATy

AR FLABEBE "The Big Five" movie theatres of Yau Ma Tei

1. JEEYERPT Kwong Chi Cinema
Temple Street / Kansu Street, 1919 — 1968

2. S—EiBt First Theatre
Pubic Square Street, 1925 — 1960s

3. KEEELBT Majestic Cinema
Nathan Road / Saigon Street, 1928 - 1940s / 1940s — 1988 / 1992 — 2000

4. JtHAEEPE Kwong Ming Theatre
Public Square Street, 1930 — 1960s

5. SHIRiHEEREE Yau Ma Tei Theatre
Waterloo Rd / Reclamation St, 1930 — 1998 / 2012 - extant

4/11/2015
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T FRHEERBE Yau Ma Tei Theatre (1930-1998)

TR HLEREE < = K32 2

Three Heritage Mysteries of Yau Ma Tei Theatre
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Heritage Mystery No. 1: unidentified completion date

THARHLEREE Yau Ma Tei Theatre
H—EFEH? What year of completion?

CO R B PR A ST R S E R R EEEREEED
BAT Bt bt - MMM RRER - _hF > &F T ZRKEH KRGS FN
THEAREEMERSS > 2 N FERBILRE  REF - UILNEERE
EoRATHEEERNGEEAKLER -

Excerpt from the 2006 article (ifigifw ) by the then Secretary for Home Affairs, Dr Patrick Ho i &5 B4
(http://www.hab.gov.hk/file_manager/tc/documents/whats new/from the desk of secretary for home affairs/shaarticles197 20061214YMT c.pdf)

WRONG! %!
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THARHLEREE Yau Ma Tei Theatre
H—EFEH? What year of completion?

"Although the completion date of the cinema is uncertain, there are clues that support the late
1920s completion date. The late 1920s period was a time when Neo-Classicism was on the
wane as Art Deco is emerging as the architectural trend of the next decade. The severe Neo-
Classical fagade of the building, which was once obscured by large advertising panels and other
modern decorative elements, featured decorative elements of Art Deco influence. This strongly
suggests that the building was a product of the late 1920s period when architectural design was
caught between architectural trends."

Excerpt from a 2000 report commissioned by the Hong Kong Tourism Association,
"Heritage Tourism Development Consent for Yaumatei Theatre and the Surrounding Area,"
by Lee Ho Yin, Lynne DiStefano and Tiffany Gibbs

THARHLEREE Yau Ma Tei Theatre
H—EFEH? What year of completion?

"Another clue is provided by the manufacturer’s labels found on the two vintage film projectors
that are still kept in the projection room. Both projectors were manufactured by Strong Electric
Corp. of Toledo, Ohio, USA, and one of them bears the patent registration years of 1927 and
1928 (1937 and 1938 on the other projector). Based on this information, the cinema could
have completed and begun operating in as early as 1929."

Excerpt from a 2000 report commissioned by the Hong Kong Tourism Association,

"Heritage Tourism Development Consent for Yaumatei Theatre and the Surrounding Area,"
by Lee Ho Yin, Lynne DiStefano and Tiffany Gibbs

4/11/2015
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THARHLERPE Yau Ma Tei Theatre
H—EFEH? What year of completion?

B.0.0 Wark. Q2 ; The completion of Yau Ma Tei Theatre is listed on page 22 of the
gt o et copla i Report of the Director of Public Works for the Year 1930

10 Furopean houses on 11 2060, Shankiwan Hoad sod
lau 8in Sirest,

Bite formatian for War Memorisl Nuning Home on
BDL 217, Mount Kellett

Hite formation on 5.1.L s 105, 107 and 108, Shaukiwan

Bungalow o U.1. 70, Ktanley.

& European houses (& shops and 15 flata) on K1 L, 412
1P, Nothan Hosd

13 Chinese houses on K. 1L 216, Canton Koad,

Sive formation for o Chorch and Mapse on K1 L. 2174
Jordan Youd

Cinema Thestre on Crown Lamd, Waterloo Rosd amd
Hoclamation Siroet

l Reclamation Strewt,
Ry onermiing o Thoweams, TR T e
on K.LL. 2111, Nathan Road.
92 Chinese houses on K. LL. 1578, Argyle, Tung Chei
sod Fa Yoo Streels.

10 Chinese bouses on K LL. 1706, Larch Street amd
ord Hoed.

Sugel Factory om MK LL. 821 Seetion A, mew road
esr Castle Prok Kead.,

Kuittiug Factors on K.LL, 1540 Section F, Fuk Teuan
Bireed,

10 Chiness houses on K 1.L. 2195, Lai Chi Kok Howd,

13 Chinese houses on K.l L. 2175, Lai Chi Kok Howi,

10 Chingse heouses en K.LL. 220, Tai Nam Strect

10 Chinese bouses va K.1LL. 271, Tai Nan Street.

12 Chiness howses on XK 1T 1348, Cheung 8ba Wan
Hoad,

14 Chinese houses on XKLL 1285, Cheung Sha Wan
Road.

12 Chinese houses om K.L1. 228, Sai Yeung Chai
Htrvel,

17 Chitsse busises oo %KLL 1234, Ei Lung Street,

le;in"rm and Qrarters oo ¥ K.1L. 1R Casthe

8 Godomras cm ¥ X1 1IN, Hung Chans Brvest Thank-you to Mr Ma Koon-yiu F55& #5454 (former ArchSD Senior Structural Engineer),

Vermilion Factary an XKLL, 1205, Caatle Peak Hasd Mr Cury Tse (ACP Part-time Assistant Professor) and Mr Donald Leung (ArchSD
Architect) for providing this piece of information.

THARHLERPE Yau Ma Tei Theatre
H—EFEH? What year of completion?

HHREVEPEIR PR RENSA SRR !

Mystery solved by Mr Wong Ha-pak, project researcher at the Hong Kong Hilm Archive
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Yau Ma Tei Theatre's opening on
June 14, 1930 (Wah Kiu Yat Po,
June 14, 1930).

HEMBUENE

AUIN ORHNZARIEIZDAND CBON
AP INRORRRPELE B HHBENDS

i

4/11/2015

26



4/11/2015

SN2 K AN SR

Heritage Mystery No. 2: unidentified architectural style

VE PR b R B I B2 SRR AT Architectural Design of Yau Ma Tei Theatre
BEAMERR A \A_larehouse design

W SR s

amn
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VH PR HLEERE Yau Ma Tei Theatre
S AM? What architectural style?

"Although the completion date of the cinema is uncertain, there are clues that support the late
1920s completion date. The late 1920s period was a time when Neo-Classicism was on the
wane as Art Deco is emerging as the architectural trend of the next decade. The severe Neo-
Classical fagade of the building, which was once obscured by large advertising panels and other
modern decorative elements, featured decorative elements of Art Deco influence. This strongly
suggests that the building was a product of the late 1920s period when architectural design was
caught between architectural trends."

Excerpt from a 2000 report commissioned by the Hong Kong Tourism Association,

"Heritage Tourism Development Consent for Yaumatei Theatre and the Surrounding Area,”
by Lee Ho Yin (Z=#54R), Lynne DiStefano and Tiffany Gibbs

WRONG! %!

VH PR HLEERE Yau Ma Tei Theatre
HEEEEAM? What architectural style?

HERESHHREZEE? Whatis Neo-classical architecture?

AL R A S AR TR B R AR AR

Architecture of the mid-18th century to early 20th century inspired by the monumental architecture of ancient Greek and
Roman

HAEE S BEME Ancient Greek and Roman Temple

4/11/2015
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VH PR HLEERE Yau Ma Tei Theatre
S AM? What architectural style?

HERESHHREZEE? Whatis Neo-classical architecture?

AL E =AM S AR TR B R AR AR

Architecture of the mid-18th century to early 20th century inspired by the monumental architecture of ancient Greek and
Roman

HAEE S BEME Ancient Greek and Roman Temple

'! i

o | Hﬂln 'lrrrlh

VHRHEERPE Yau Ma Tei Theatre
B SEEM? What architectural style?

BETH BB S AR EAT B ITLER Mixed Classical and Art Deco architectural elements

Classical volute pediments & S &R 5% /R LIRS
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TR EEBE Yau Ma Tei Theatre
S AM? What architectural style?

What is Art Deco? Ei7EEafiEAME

HINETERT O CONMIRCE 1T OF LiNOUSTRIC

| PARLS 2D
- BT

Image: lartnouveau.com

Art Deco is a decorative style stimulated by the Paris Exposition Internationale des Arts Decoratifs et Industriels

Modernes B T AT BHTEEIEE & of 1925, and become the dominant architectural style through the 1930s;
characterized by sharp angular or zigzag surface forms and ornaments.

Text adapted from Cyril M. Harris (ed.), Dictic y of Historic

(New York: Dover Publications, 1977), p.32.

PR EEBE Yau Ma Tei Theatre
HEEEEAM? What architectural style?

Classical design: popular before the 1930s
1919 Kwong Chi Cinema

N

Art Deco design: popular from the 1930s to 1950s
1940s Majestic Theatre

i’ T

Y
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W FEHLERSE Yau Ma Tei Theatre

ZHEREAE=TEARIH: BRIV M i o SR B AR S AR [0 IR R ARG
Mixed-style design in-between transition from Classicism and Art Deco in the late 1920s and early 1930s
Late 1920s and early 1930s Singapore Shophouses

1931 Lui Seng Chun, Hong Kong

g
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THARHLERPE Yau Ma Tei Theatre

—NEFFRAH R EREENTRATRERTAR

A 1930 transitional architectural style of mixed Classical and Art Deco elements
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JHARHLELSE Yau Ma Tei Theatre
EE)
—h=F BT B — L= = RN AT AL R RS B

1930 Yau s ’h’ RS tre (mixed Classical and Art Deco style) vs 1933 former Collyer Quay (purer Art Deco style)

SRR EAR BB E2 SR Cinemas of Art Deco Architectural Style
SR HLE (I IR FE 252 7 R
Coinciding with the golden age of movie industry at Hollywood, from the late 1920s to the 1950s

UNIVERSAL
PICTURE

=
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SEAHEEHT EAL BEBE B SR Cinemas of Art Deco Architectural Style
B ELE (ORI &R A R

Coinciding with the golden age of movie industry at Hollywood, from the late 1920s to the 1950s

EA%= (1901-1970)

Xz = AR RRYIRE

Heritage Mystery No. 3: unidentified structural objects

4/11/2015
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THARHLEREE Yau Ma Tei Theatre

VH PR HLEERE Yau Ma Tei Theatre
FHARRBE SR B E L cinema screen aspect ratlo in early movie theatre

I 1932-1953

I US Academy I
Standard screefi

I 1.375:1

mmun
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JHFRHIEREE Yau Ma Tei Theatre—

AR nidentified sfruciur@liobjects

Alabama Theatre, Birmingham, Alabama (1927)

PR ELBE Yau Ma Tei Theatre
NOH#5FEYIRE unidentified structural objects
e . B e .3

.

T b

The Royal Cinema, Plymouth (1930s)
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T BKHBEREE Yau Ma Tei Theatre
AE%EIEYIRE unidentified structural objects

'! BACK-STACE
§ AMPURER |

VBE
SPOKER |

State Cinema, London (19305)

HBKHLEREBE Yau Ma Tei Theatre
AUALEREYIEE unidentified structural objects

YEB2 BB Roxy Theatre, HK, Causeway Bay (Yee Wo & Sugar Streets) (1949)
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HIBKHLERPE Yau Ma Tei Theatre
ARUA&EFEYIEE unidentified structural objects

YEB2 BB Roxy Theatre, HK, Causeway Bay (Yee Wo & Sugar Streets) (1949)

1896 A.p YEE WO STREET . s
PESED THEATRE, 3 ‘ me - 3 8 qu B FE,

ROUND FLOTT. Blas

Plans of the Stalls and Dress Circle and of the service and office section.

JHARHBEERT Yau Ma Tei Theatre
NOH#5FEYIRE unidentified structural objects
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Intangible Heritage: bygone cinema professions

HRTHIBRTSE: BERMER

Bygone cinema professwn movie narrator
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1920 advertisement for a movie narrator (Cheng Po-hung)
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HRTHBRTSE: BERMER

Bygone cinema professwn movie narrator
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1920s advertisement for a movie narrator (Cheng Po-hung)

HRTHIBRTSE: BERMER

Bygone cinema professwn movie narrator
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1920s advertisement for a movie narrator (Cheng Po-hung)
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HRTHBRTSE: BERMER

Bygone cinema profession: movie narrator — revived in Taiwan!
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HRT KEBEATE : BRIGIERE

Bygone cinema profession: live band
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1927 —MEBER The Jazz Singer BEEIRAMSIERE. BT 1935, F#ITHE KRB
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1927T4E R BT HI 2L KEREE Alabama Theatre, Birmingham, Alabama (1927)
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HRTHIBEEATE: FRBPRESENM

Bygone cinema profession: movie signboard painter
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Bygone cinema profession: old-style cinema usher
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Heritage of Yau Ma Tei Theatre: movie projector

T R HEER B LY Heritage of Yau Ma Tei Theatre
BRI movie projector

"Another clue is provided by the manufacturer’s labels found on the two vintage film projectors
that are still kept in the projection room. Both projectors were manufactured by Strong Electric
Corp. of Toledo, Ohio, USA, and one of them bears the patent registration years of 1927 and
1928 (1937 and 1938 on the other projector). Based on this information, the cinema could have
completed and begun operating in as early as 1929."

Excerpt from a 2000 report commissioned by the Hong Kong Tourism Association,
"Heritage Tourism Development Consent for Yaumatei Theatre and the Surrounding Area,"
by Lee Ho Yin, Lynne DiStefano and Tiffany Gibbs
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T R HEER B LY Heritage of Yau Ma Tei Theatre
BRI movie projector

BRI B BR R R B R R NO! This s a post-war US-made
Is the projector on display at the lobby the earliest? 35mm movie projector, consisting of:

1. Carbon arc lamphouse BRI 5H
Peerless Magnarc
Cinearc Type "G" (first produced in 1951)

2. Sound projector 45 B FRUHL i
Century Model "C" (1940)

3. Soundhead B TH

Western Electric (Westrex) (licensed to
Century)
Model R3 Reproducer (1947)

4. Electric motor B EiE

Kingston-Conley Electric Co. (Division of
The Hoover Company)

NEMA M6, 1/6 HP, 115 V, type SB (motors
with smooth surface and without
overblower), ball-bearing A.C. motor

(definitely post-1945, probably 1950s)

T R HEER B LY Heritage of Yau Ma Tei Theatre
BRI movie projector

NO! This is a post-war US-made
35mm movie projector, consisting of:

1. Carbon arc lamphouse BRI 58
Peerless Magnarc
Cinearc Type "G" (first produced in 1951)

t | Ei ALONGSIDE THESE LAMPS STAND
b THE WORLD'S FINEST
ook’ ) Poorlest PROJECTIONISTS

SINEANCY CINEDRE oy /o6 covrrmunn
Selected for ’ Widely used MﬁNﬂc “HY-AX" ARC MAGHET

m.?nyl :\?rrunt Incn:se of i “HY-LUMEN" REFLECTOR
installations its | —_—
from coost ‘ moderate initial i | t =17 A
to , and p »
coast, \ operating cost.

" fimd

; “TFIRST WITH

P p—— T

FINEST"

5 J. E. McAULEY MFG. CO.

30 CITY PARK AVENUE TOLIDD 1, GHID

L T e re———

DIVISION OF THE STRONG ELECTRIC CORPORATIOM m ‘
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T R HEER B LY Heritage of Yau Ma Tei Theatre

B movie projector
\ f NO! This is a post-war US-made

35mm movie projector, consisting of:

1. Carbon arc lamphouse BRI 5H

Peerless Magnarc
Cinearc Type "G" (first produced in 1951)

PR EEBE Yau Ma Tei Theatre
W RRHLERF SO - BRI Heritage of Yaumatei Theatre: movie projector

And you can buy one on-line!

s CART - HELP

AM=RICAN H=RITAG=

S0°S MEMORABILIA - ANTIQUES - COIN OP ( SEARLCH |

| e

TIN SIGNS | STREET SIGNS | FLANGE SIGNS | YINTAGE WOOD SIGNS | DRIGINAL SIGNS | LICENSE PLATES | MUMMERT SIGNS | HOME
L J

Peerless 35mm Movie Projector, circa Ms 1950's

Peerless 35Smm Projector, circa 1940's, measures 667 tall by 36 long
by 24* wide. Operational but offerede as a display item only. Used
the carbon rods to produce a high intensity arc to create the light
Intensity to project the image. Includes original films and reels. A

5 Museum quality investment,

Y Your Price: $4,500.00

Model Number: HW112

TFAODTO GART |

i

Click above for larger image.

SERVICES - SHIPPING - LOCATION - CONTACT
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YH R b JBR B
Yau Ma Tei Theatre
A4 Born: 14-06-1930 . FEjA Died: 31-07-1998

4 Reborn: 17-07-2012

46



