Vocabularies for Describing Visual Phenomena

Line

straight
horizontal
wave-like / wavy
zigzag
continued / continuous
fluent

contour

implied

thick / bold
strong

wide

light

long

soft

elegant

natural

orderly

Value

bright / vibrant
strong / bold
light

harsh

Colour

primary colour
tertiary colour
neutral
saturated

harmonious
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curved

vertical / upright
diagonal

jagged
discontinued./ discontinuous
hatching and cross-hatching
gestural
expressive

thin Llight

weak

narrow

hard

short

sharp
unrestrained / free
unstable

chaotic / clutter

subdued / diffused
subtle / pale

dark

diffused

secondary colour
complementary colour
intermediate
achromatic

dissonant

Flips
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analogous
dominant
pure

warm

strong / bold
light

dull

bright
simple

vivid / vibrant
transparent
fluorescent
white

pale

light grey
black

silver
magenta
rose red
pink

peach

bright yellow orange

yellowish
cream

gold mustard

tan (yellowish brown)

brown
camel

green

deep green
pale green
dark green
yellow green
cyan blue
sky blue
pale blue

marine blue
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contrasting
diffused
blended

cool

subtle / pale
dark
subdued
gloomy / dim
colourful
fresh
opaque
muted

ivory

grey
dark-grey
gold //golden
red
autumnired
pale red
orange

beige

vivid / moon / canary

yellow

lemon yellow
ochre yellow
olive

bronze
greyish brown
coffee

vivid green

light green

emerald green

grass green
mint green
bluish

deep blue
cobalt blue

indigo
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turquoise blue
navy blue
purplish

deep purple

pale purple

Surface / Texture

smooth / glossy
soft

thick

wet

rigid / stiff
sharp / acute
fine

spongy
slippery

uniform / consistent
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Shape / Form / Structure /

two-dimensional
positive
geometric
concave
mechanical
realistic

natural

overlapped / overlapping

rounded / bulbous
cuboid

open

spatially extended
weighty

heavy / bulky
solid

massive
volumetric

angular
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royal blue

purple / violet

vivid purple / mauve

light purple
greyish purple

rough / coarse
hard

thin

dry

crisp / brittle
dull / blunt
furry

elastic

flowing

faceted /'broken

three-dimensional
negative

organic

convex

free form

abstract

distorted
silhouetted

flat

cylindrical

closed

self-contained / compact

light

slight / delicate
ethereal

modest / slender
wispy

curvilinear
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rigid
brittle

Space / Architectural

two-dimensional
symmetrical
positive

open

empty

crowded

uplifting

vertical

contained / compact
harmonised with
surroundings
externally oriented
axially aligned

airy

Composition

linear
multiplistic (multiple
unity)

planimetric

(close to picture-plane)

simple
symmetrical
balanced
centrally focused
organised

static

restful

flowing

minimal
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plastic / pliable

elastic

three-dimensional
asymmetrical
negative

closed

dense

oppressive
earthbound
horizontal

expansive /'sprawling

placed.in contrast

internally oriented

clustered

suffocating / oppressive

painterly

unified

recessional (distant)

complex
asymmetrical
askew

off-center
chaotic

kinetic / dynamic
agitated

choppy
detailed
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