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INTRODUCTION TO
OBJECT-BASED LEARNING

© The Palace Museum

Objects are everywhere| They are ubiguitous in nature and offer great diversity. They
can be new or old, large or small, familiar or unfamiliar, all with a story and myriad
ways to be understood. Objects are found in the natural environment—pine cones,
flowers, rocks, shells, and gems—but also represent the innovative thinking of human
beings—from ancient pots and everyday dishes to regal garments or commonplace
shoes. From the earliest days of a child's life, objects are a source of information and
allow a child to construct meaning about his world.

The idea of learning from objects is relevant for educators in the formal learning
environments of schools as well as for professionals working in informal learning spaces
like museums, libraries, and other cultural institutions. Objects offer rich opportunities
for children to learn about themselves, their culture, and the greater world. This is an
idea that has been valued within the museum field for some time, yet is new for many

educators in schools.

Learning from objects is a concept deeply embedded in museums, with their emphasis
on collecting, studying, preserving, displaying, and interpreting objects. As caretakers of
collections. museum professionals value objects and understand that each represents a
unique account of some happening in the world. Museumns draw from their collections
to tell stories through exhibitions that will enlighten the visiting public. This focus on the
concrete stuff of the world defines the nature of the museum.

Educators in formal learning environments also have a unique opportunity to enrich
children’s understanding of their world through the power of objects. Lessons crafted
around carefully selected objects offer possibilities to engage students in thoughtful
and meaningful exploration of ideas as well as create habits of mind that are essential
in the twenty-first century. Objects can be commonplace and inexpensive or treasured
artefacts examined on visits to museums. In either case, an object-based approach
to learning inspires curiosity, increases engagement, and offers new insights into

educational content.

Collections  are equally appropriate for
classroom learning. In preparation for a new
story or class novel, select a few meaningful
objects from the story and display the

collection as an introduction to the study.

This decorative gardening pot is a perfect
object for introducing The Empty Pot by Demi
(1996). Other objects that could be added to
the collection would be other pots, packets

of seed, or gardening tools. This simple
collection of objects can be the catalyst for
a ronversation about an upcoming story for
young children. This approach encourages
children to think critically about the objects
and then propose how these objects might be
relevant to the stary. After reading the book,
return to the conversation and the children's

new insights.

The Power of Objects:

. B EMEE RSB https://www.hkpm.org.hk/tc/learn/learning-resources

© The Palace Museum
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MAKING CONMECTIONS — THE FAMILIAR

AND THE UNFAMILIAR

Many museums collect objects from long age. Collections from

the past often include unfamiliar artefacts and are a source of

-
curiosity for children. Simple, unfamiliar objects gain meaning h E A D \
when compared to present-day objects. - - 7 D D

§
=
H
&
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These beautiful HAIRPINS, believed to have been worn by an
empress of China's Guangxu period at an imperial wedding, can
be compared to hair fasteners/accessories that young children
wear today, although the latter are certainly not made with the

same precious stones or materials.
15
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Stories of the Hong Kong Palace Museum Treasures —
Picture Book Creating Competition (Primary) 2024/25

ZEHFFFE Entry Submission Form

EEEERE  AERE DEEESNESIEFES LRHELBERELSEMN -

Please scan and upload the completed form together with the entries and relevant infarmation to the
Competition webpage for submission.

#0F R M Toral Mumber of Entries Submitted

HAER (I —FEhZ) ARl (EED )
e Lower Primary Division Upper Frimary Division
Primary {Primary 1 to 3) {Primary 4 to &)
School

(FBH+THER ) ( AER+ 28R ) (B _+HER)
{up to 12 entries) {up to 12 entries) {A maximum of 20 entries]

BT E 7 Name of School :

B WEEMME Name of Teacher-in-charge :

B Email Address

BHEESE Contact No.

HAZMHERASERE CEEMERELIEAHARE - 2o RHAERAERIERERER
HERENER  DTHERTRERRERENW -

We authorise the Education Bureau and the Hong Kong Palace Museum to retain the right to edit, modify,
publish and usge the submitted entries in any forms for exhibition and education purposes, and have the
final decision of the above actions.

1 T2 Name of Principal

HEHE signature of Principal :

B Date :
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Please attach this form to the first page of the PDF file of the picture book
HEHENEVNIEHEMEERMONBE—BFBI{ELLE (/M8 ) 2024/25

Stories of the Hong Kong Palace Museum Treasures —
Picture Book Creating Competition (Primary) 2024/25
B4 £ Name of Scheol

(L2 {English}
€ 0 2 £ Participant

4% Name of Participant |

{47 Sex :

L] (English)

# F Picture Book

fERETE Title of Work !

(L] {English)
F B Number of Pages | 0 5T B o jexcluding this page and Annex &)

15 M F 3 Responsible Teacher(s)

3 Name BRI sublect(s) Taughy BiESEEEE Contact No.

=) {English}

=) [English}

EAMEMBIT Picture Book Synopsis

(Dl EE ) ® FAAEASRSFHNEFRTREEBEMIER -

Please write the synopsis to explain the ideas and the relevant messages of the chosen theme of the picture
book [in English or Chinese) in the box below.

SFERE b= = ) FE G 50 "E No more than 50 words for Lower Primary Division [Primary 1 to 3)
S EARN (M ) FE R 100 % No more than 100 words for Upper Primary Division (Primary 4 to 6)
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Gross floor area

30 000

SEFK (sqm)

SRR BN
Construction cost

3.5

= billion

9 (EEEE

9 Exhibition galleries

/7800

SEFK (sqm)
=B ER

Palace Museum exhibits

1541

15 items

SEGFEFO
Learning centre

1 600

SEFTAK (sqm)

JE:EEE (400RE(y])
Auditorium (400 seats)

570

SEF5K (sgqm)
{EYIRERE

Museum shop

470

SEFTAK (sqm)
15 3tRE A

Venue hire

1250

SEFTAK (sqm)

A

Promenade cafes

370

SEFTAK (sqm)

K EE (420FE(7)
Restaurant (420 seats)

1300

SEFTAK (sqm)
FEETEFERRE

Expected annual visitors

1.5-2

BE million

FiF H A
Opening date

/

20225
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https://digicol.dpm.org.cn/cultural/detail?id=7b88c576a5da4103b7c06f6745fe3192

Efh

REE
Gallery

12iE &
Floor Theme
G/F EER B, HEEXbEE

Entering the Forbidden City: Architecture, Collection, and Heritage

RE—HB— R EEEFHEEMN

1/F
/ From Dawn to Dusk: Life and Art in the Forbidden City

’/F FAEE W EYREARREED R

Brilliance: Ming Dynasty Ceramic Treasures from the Palace Museum

2/F BEEEFEERRY  UEMHE—NEEYREERAAMERm

The Hong Kong Jockey Club Series: Stories Untold — Figure Paintings Of The Ming Dynasty from The Palace Museum

- BHERF— ERRHHEERTIE
The Quest for Originality: Contemporary Design and Traditional Craft in Dialogue
3/F ME AL . FENECEYESHZEREmE

Passion for Collecting: Founding Donations to the Hong Kong Palace Museum

3/F BEEEREERRI— LM | BEERH=

The Hong Kong Jockey Club Series - Dwelling in Tranquillity: Reinventing Traditional Gardens

PEIERTT (FE ) =R PEXXRHIR

3/F Bank of China (Hong Kong) Presents: The Origins of Chinese Civilisation
4/F EEEERE  EREENEMEYERETEIXE 2

Adorned Bodies: Fashion and Jewellery from the Musée des Arts Décoratifs, Paris
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Founding Donations to the Hong Kong Palace Museum
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Clockwise from the upper left corner: The Ninth Panchen Lama from The Origin of the Panchen Lineage, gift of Dr 5 Y. ¥Yip Collection. Rectangular ritual cauldron with animal masks, gift of Nancy Maria Chang. Plague in the shape of horned and winged horses, gift of

Mengdiexuan, Altar table with flowers and plants in pots and vases, gift of Hei Hung Lu & Chang Ping Wen, Locomotive clock, gift of Henry Ng Chun For, Jar with spirals, gift of Warren Cheng. Dish with a lotus bouquet, gitt of Dawentang. Ruyi sceptre with shou character, dragons,
and lotus scrolls, gift of Carrie Li. Dynasties, gift of Prof Raymond Fung @ Prof Raymond Fung. Regaining Strength, donated by Mr W Chie Hong, Fair of horseshoe armchairs, gift of Grace Wu Bruce. Vase with flowers and rocks, gift of Cheung Kee Wee. ©@ Hong Kong Falace Museum
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