Path to Moral Excellence
Personal Growth : Being Active and Enterprising
Follow a high standard; try one’s best

g@ Story : Not to be Ashamed to Ask

1. Learn from a Story

Story adapted from Chapter 5 "Kung-yeh Ch’ang", The Analects’

1 Information: The Analects
The Analects has twenty chapters recording Confucius's words and deeds (including
questions and answers between Confucius and his disciples, Confucius’s teachings, etc.) and
his proposition. The information was presented in conversational form. The book was highly
recommended as a classical work of Confucianism. Confucius raised the idea of humanity,
defined the standard of moral ethics and promoted extensive teaching without class
distinctions. The Analects conveyed impressive meanings with simple wordings in short
paragraphs and many of the contents were later extracted and became mottos and idioms.
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2. Let Us Discuss
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3. Quotations from the Classics
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Chapter 5 "Kung-yeh Ch’ang", The Analects
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(When we learn we should be quick and perceptive, diligent and never slack off.
We should also be humble and not think that consulting an inferior is shameful, so

that we will not miss any chance to learn more.)
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(Warring States Period) Chapter "Ru Xiao", Xunzi (by Xunzi)
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(Hearing news is better than turning a deaf ear to it. Seeing the fact with your eyes

is better than merely hearing the news about it. Understanding the fact is better than
just seeing it. Apply the knowledge that you have learnt from your understanding is

better than just mere understanding.)
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Chapter 8 "Surely T'ai Po", The Analects
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(Learning is similar to catching up with something. You are afraid you cannot catch

up with it. Even if you can, you are still afraid that you will lose it.)
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