Path to Moral Excellence
Interpersonal Development : Caring for Others
Respect the elderly; love the peers; care for the young

\\-_»,('JJ Story : The Timely Help in the Snowy Winter

1. Learn from a Story
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Story adapted from (Qing Dynasty) The Story of Mister Wen Mu (by Cheng
J infang)1

! Information: The Story of Mister Wen Mu

The Story of Mister Wen Mu, a work by Cheng Jinfang of the Qing Dynasty, was mainly
about the poverty-stricken and frustrated life of Wu Jingzi, author of the book The Scholars,
his characters and his writings. In the book, the author also showed his respect to Wu Jingzi.
Cheng and Wu were good friends and both of them were living in poverty. After the death of
Wu, Cheng Jingfang recorded Wu’s anecdotes in his lifetime and compiled the book The
Story of Mister Wen Mu. Cheng highly recommended Wu’s The Scholars and believed that
had enriched Wu’s life and promoted his knowledge. In Cheng’s eyes, The Scholars was also

a mission appointed by God.
1



2. Let Us Discuss
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3. Quotations from the Classics
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(Qing Dynasty) Essays on Ancient Chinese Wisdom (by Zhou Xitao)
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(Find a real gentleman to help you. Help someone who really needs help. When
you are thirsty, even a drop of water will make you feel tasty. When you are drunk,

drinking one more glass of wine is a waste since you cannot taste it at all.)
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(Song Dynasty) Xun Qing (by Wang Anshi)
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(If you care for yourself, you then begin to have the virtues of being tolerant and

kind. With these virtues you will know how to love and care for others.)
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Chapter "Emperor Hui of Liang 1", Mencius

ZEE  RBRAZIE ; $hEY > ARAZY -
(I respect my own seniors and extend that respect to others’ seniors. I care for my own

juniors and extend that care to others’ juniors.)

L Original Text:
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