Path to Moral Excellence
Interpersonal Development :
Keeping One’s Promises and Commitments

\\_-—,@ Story : Zeng Zi Killed a Pig

1. Learn from a Story

Story adapted from (Warring States Period) Wai Chu Shuo Zuo 1, Han Feizi (by

Han F eizi)1

! Information : Han Feizi

Han Feizi is an iconic work about the thinking of Legalists in the Pre-Qin Period. This piece
of political classics was by Han Feizi of the late Warring States Period and it focused on the
skills of how the emperor and the political system could drive the officials. The book
followed the thinking of the early Legalists, which told the difference between the ancient
and contemporary situation and changes varied with time. It also absorbed the philosophy of
Xunzi and Laozi ; thus forming the theory of law and order with “Fa, Shu, Shi" (0%, fii, £%)
as the centre. The masterpiece was full of sound arguments and thorough reasoning and had

an enormous influence to the political systems and society of the later generations.
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2. Let Us Discuss
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3. Let Us Discuss
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Chapter 2 "The Secret in Government", The Analects
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(We have no way to find out how capable a person is if he is not trustworthy. It is

just like a carriage or a cart that cannot move if it has no crossbar at the end of the
pole.)

LA ori ginal Text:
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(Spring & Autumn Period) Chapter 63, Tao Te Ching (by Lao Tzu)
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(People who disregard the importance of a promise are seldom trustworthy.)
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(Han Dynasty) "Biographies of Ji Bu and Luan Bu",
Records of the Grand Historian (by Sima Qian)
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(A promise is as valuable as a thousand ounces of gold. We must fulfill the

promises we made to others.)




