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Apollo had been mocklng the God of Love, Eros (also known as Cupid). In

\

retaliation, Eros fired two arrows: a gold arrow that struck Apollo and made him
fall in love with Daphne, a Naiad nymph, and a lead arrow that made Daphne
hate Apollo. Under the spell of the arrow, Apollo continued to follow Daphne,
but she continued to reject him. Apollo told Daphne that he would love her
forever.

Daphne turned to the river god, Peneus, and pleaded for him to free her from
Apollo. In response, Peneus use metamorphosis to turn Daphne into a laurel tree.
Apollo used his powers of eternal youth and immortality to make Daphne’s laurel
leaves evergreen. It’s believed that Daphne has to sacrifice her body and turn into

a tree as this was the only way she could avoid Apollo’s sexual advances.
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® ‘Theogony’ of Hesiod: From Chaos came forth Erebus and black Night (Nyx); but
of Night were born Aether and Day (Hemera), whom she conceived and bare from
union in love with Erebus. And Earth first bare starry Heaven, equal to herself, to
cover her on every side, and to be an ever-sure abiding-place for the blessed gods.
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