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The Northern Expedition and the Jinan Incident

Under the headline ‘La victoire des sudistes Chinois’ (‘Victory of the Southern Chinese’), the edition of
French newspaper L’ lllustration published on 16 June 1928 reports on the Jinan Incident during the
Northern Expedition, the Kuomintang (KMT) campaign to unify China. The National Revolutionary Army
entered Jinan on 1 May 1928 to take it from the rule of warlord Zhang Zongchang and achieve one of the
major victories of the expedition. However, with Japan keen to undermine the threat posed by a unified
China, a tense standoff developed between the National Revolutionary Army and the strong Japanese
presence in the city. Sent to negotiate a peace, Cai Gongshi and his team were slaughtered on 3 May by
Japanese troops, who proceeded to gun down Chinese soldiers and civilians in the city and seize full
control of Jinan on 11 May. It is known as the Jinan Incident or May 3 Tragedy. The photos at the top of
the newspaper report page show Japanese defences on the streets of Jinan, while the one at the bottom

records part of the ceremony marking the entry into Jinan of the National Revolutionary Army.
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Victims of the Mukden Incident

Japan’s Kwantung Army, stationed in Manchuria, used the
sabotage of a railway line as a pretext to shell Mukden
(now Shenyang) on 18 September 1931 and launch a
large-scale invasion of northeastern China. In four months
it occupied the whole of Manchuria. This is known as the
Mukden Incident. Japan then installed Puyi, the dethroned
Qing emperor, as the head of its newly established puppet
state of Manchukuo, and exercised complete control of
the region and considered it a Japanese colony. Taken by
the South Manchuria Railway Company, which operated
the railway but also served as a Japanese intelligence
organisation, this photo only came to light in 2001. It
shows the gruesome sight of a group of anti-Japanese
Chinese patriots lying on the ground after being tied up and
shot by the Japanese in a suburban area during the Mukden
Incident. Japanese soldiers carrying guns can be seen on
the right, while the men in the foreground are plain-clothes

Chinese traitors who worked for the Japanese.
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Devastated area after Japan’s bombing

During the January 28 Incident in 1932, Japan deployed its great military strength to gain superiority at sea,
on land and in the air and force the Chinese troops defending Shanghai to surrender. Many areas of the city

were devastated by Japan’s fanatical bombing.
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Campaign to boycott Japanese goods launched in Shanghai

When a number of sectors in Shanghai launched a campaign to boycott Japanese goods, several patriotic
organisations produced posters like this one calling on Chinese citizens to unite in the fight against Japan’s
growing influence in China and not to buy Japanese products in order to avoid unwittingly encouraging and

subsidising the looming invasion.
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Traitors

Shanghai security guards arrest a Chinese citizen
suspected of spying for the Japanese. In the run-up to
the invasion, Japanese intelligence agents established
networks of small-time local criminals to collect
information and conduct other work in Japan’s interests.
These traitors were kept even busier by their controllers
during the war, and the Chinese police had to increase
their vigilance as they sought to put an end to the
activities of these lowlifes who were considered the dregs

of Chinese society.
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The 19" Route Army puts up a fierce fight against Japanese troops

The 19% Route Army was one of the main Chinese forces that fought the Japanese. It saw its first action in
fierce street fighting against Japanese troops in the district of Zhabei during the Battle of Shanghai, and it
was also engaged in bloody clashes at the fortress of Wusong and in the districts of Jiangwan, Yunzaobin,

Miaoxing and Liuhe, where it halted numerous Japanese offensives.
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Volunteers and the 19th Route Army join forces to fight the Japanese

Workers, students and other ordinary citizens in Shanghai formed volunteer troops, death squads, transport
corps and rescue teams to help fight the Japanese, hurrying to the frontlines under heavy gunfire to fight

alongside the 19th Route Army and giving a great boost to the morale of regular soldiers.
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Preparing for action

Soldiers make sure they have a full stomach as they

prepare to fight the enemy.
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Confrontation between Chinese and Japanese armies

Chinese officers and soldiers fought with great bravery and inflicted heavy casualties on the Japanese,
Killing and wounding more than 3,000 of the invaders and forcing Japan to change its commander three

times and bring in 100,000 reinforcements, thus smashing the myth that Japanese troops were invincible.
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Italian marines in a foreign concession

Italian marines build defences and guard a major road junction on the boundary of the foreign concessions
in Shanghai. Foreign troops in the concessions cautiously observed the fighting between Chinese and

Japanese troops.
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Delegation of the League of Nations

A delegation sent by the League of Nations arrived in
Shanghai on 16 February 1932 to investigate how the
January 28 Incident arose. Dr Wei-ch’ing Williams Yen (Yan
Huiqing), the Chief Representative of China’s delegation
to the League of Nations, argued before the General
Assembly that Japan’s actions represented an invasion
of China and urged the League of Nations to sanction the

aggressor.



th
The 7 0 anniversary of the victory of the War Of Resistance
against ]apanese AggreSSion: by Selections from the Hsu Chung Mao Collection

TREBALER KRS

i (193248 3 H 9 HRoL) W > B J AL Rl 2B A B 7 > SRASUIRIGRISEAIE © ~FoOoTiii - FHAS
A SECATIG ST ] > 79 0 o VT ek T AP 35 L PR — T > B UMb e T R B SEE T > 346 L A RBSP BE A B > AR
ASBUR A LA SRR > 25 v B i T B U 3L

Chinese and Japanese students on a picnic

Showing Chinese and Japanese students going on a picnic together in the puppet state of Manchukuo (founded
on 9 March 1932), this photo was intended to signify the peaceful co-existence between the Chinese and
Japanese populations. In fact, basic human nature meant that ordinary people of the two countries could still
live together peacefully during the Japanese occupation of Manchuria, with neighbours helping each other out.
However, to gloss over the illegal, imperial nature of its invasion, the Japanese government deliberately drew a

veil over the sadness and anger of the Chinese people at being ruled by a foreign power.
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Memorial service for officers and soldiers killed in the Battle of
Shanghai

To commemorate the January 28 Incident, a memorial service for officers and soldiers killed in the Battle of
Shanghai against Japan was held in Suzhou on 28 May 1932. More than 10,000 representatives from various
sectors of Chinese society attended, and many emotional speeches were made amid the solemn atmosphere.
The officer second from the right in the photo is the commander of the 19th Route Army, Cai Tingkai.
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Cries that share a common hatred of the enemy

Sharing a common hatred of their enemy, officers and soldiers attending the memorial service for officers
and soldiers killed in the Battle of Shanghai against Japan held in Suzhou on 28 May 1932 shout slogans of

resistance and vow to protect China with their lives and to take revenge for their fallen comrades.
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Tokyo is isolated internationally

Upon China’s request, the League of Nations sent a
commission to China in December 1931 on a fact-finding
mission to determine the causes of the Mukden Incident.
After a four-month investigation, the commission, led
by former British Acting Viceroy of India Victor Bulwer-
Lytton, submitted a draft report in Beiping in September
1932 confirming that Japan was at fault for invading
Manchuria. However, under Japanese pressure, the
report also proposed that Manchuria be granted ‘high
autonomy’. The League of Nations discussed the report
submitted by the Lytton Commission on 24 February
1933, and 42 countries subsequently voted in favour of a
motion condemning Japan for invading Manchuria; Japan
voted against, and one country, Thailand, abstained.
After reading out a declaration of protest, Japanese
plenipotentiary Matsuoka Yosuke (standing) led the
Japanese delegation out of the chamber. Japan formally
withdrew from the League of Nations on 27 March and

became more isolated internationally.
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Standing tall to call for the defence of the motherland

Muto Nobuyoshi, Commander of the Japanese Kwantung Army, led its 6th and 8th Divisions, 14th Mixed
Brigades, 33rd Brigade, 4th Cavalry Brigade and more than 40,000 troops from the air force and the navy
as well as more than 30,000 soldiers from the Manchukuo army in an attempt to occupy the section of
the Great Wall east of Rehe and Gubeikou and eventually the eastern part of Hebei in January 1933. The
Nationalist government in Nanjing gathered more than 200,000 soldiers from 11 armies to prevent the
Japanese from advancing through the Shanhai Pass. Fighting was fierce and reached a climax three months
later when the Japanese attacked the strategic points of Xifengkou, Lengkou and Gubeikou. The Chinese
troops put up brave resistance: soldiers of the 29th Route Army engaged in hand-to-hand combat with
the Japanese at Xifengkou, and positions changed hands several times. Anti-Japanese sentiment raged
throughout the nation when this battle, known as the Defence of the Great Wall or the First Battle of Hebei,
broke out in March 1933, and a number of anti-Japanese organisations sent missions north to show their
support for the Chinese troops. Here, a man in a city in Rehe Province calls on the local people to rise up
and fight for China.
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An army broadsword squad demonstrates
its skills

In March 1933, female students from Guangdong
presented the 29th Route Army with a large quantity of
Chinese broadswords in a show of support during the
Defence of the Great Wall and were then treated to a
performance of traditional fighting skills by soldiers of the
army’s broadsword squad. During the battles along the
Great Wall, Chinese and Japanese troops engaged in fierce
hand-to-hand combat, the ferocity of which shocked both
the nation and the rest of the world.
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Road maintenance squad from Qinghua University

With the entire nation stirred in March 1933 by the Defence of the Great Wall, people contributed money
or their own labour to the cause if they were able to. The most active and direct reaction was provided by
citizens in northern China, who were the first to be affected by the outbreak of the conflict. Here, the Road
Maintenance Squad formed by the Association for Resisting the Japanese Invasion and Saving China at

Qinghua University rushes to the frontline to support the work of engineers.
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The rise of Hitler

In January 1933, Adolf Hitler took office as chancellor of Germany, as the National Socialist (Nazi) party
that he led became the governing party and subsequently established a comprehensive fascist regime.
This was a turbulent period in Germany, with the country feeling humiliated after the First World War and
by the conditions imposed upon it by the Treaty of Versailles. Hitler gradually rose to power by promising
to restore Germany to its past glory. When the Great Depression hit the world in 1929, large numbers
of unemployed workers, peasants and even intellectuals in Germany turned to the Nazi Party. After he
was appointed chancellor, Hitler seized all power for himself through a series of political manoeuvres.
The Gestapo, or secret police, was set up in April 1933, and it proceeded ruthlessly to suppress dissent
and arrest opponents. Hitler also advocated German racial superiority, rearmed the nation and pursued

expansion by force. The nation was gripped by an all-encompassing fanaticism.
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Naval Power in the Pacific: U.S. and
Japanese strength compared

Under the headline ‘Naval Power in the Pacific: U.S. and
Japanese Strength Compared’, The lllustrated London
News in Britain published a report on 8 February 1936
on the relative military strengths of US and Japanese
naval forces in the Pacific Ocean. The most powerful
fleets in the region before the Sino-Japanese War were
the US and Japanese fleets, and the British newspaper
used diagrams to compare the two: the US had 15
battleships, 15 10,000-tonne cruisers, with three more
under construction, and five aircraft carriers, including
two under construction; Japan had nine battleships, eight
10,000-tonne and four smaller cruisers and six carriers,
including two under construction. The two countries
were thus equally powerful, although Japan enjoyed
superiority in carriers, which suggested it could engage in
battle over a wider area. This may have contributed to its
decision to launch a sudden air strike on the US Pacific
Fleet in Hawaii in order to annihilate its greatest rival in
the region, but the attack prompted the US to enter the

war and ultimately hastened Japan’s defeat.
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Japan turns to militarism

The power of the Japanese military greatly increased after the Manchurian Incident in 1931, and two
factions of radicals subsequently emerged, the Kodoha or Imperial Way Faction and the Toseiha or Control
Faction, each with different views on military tactics and domestic political issues. In 1936, a group of
young Japanese military officers belonging to the Imperial Way Faction led more than 1,400 soldiers
in an attempted coup d’état in what is known as the February 26 Incident. Three political leaders were
Killed and one was seriously injured, while Okada Keisuke, the prime minister, only narrowly escaped. On
learning of the mutiny, the emperor demanded its swift suppression. The soldiers eventually surrendered
and their leaders were executed. Although the coup was put down, the Japanese military made use of this
internal pressure to consolidate its power, and militarism then came to dominate the political scene. This
picture shows one of the leaders of the coup, Lieutenant Niu Yoshitada (standing), speaking to his fellow

mutineers.
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unite all forces in the country to resist the aggression.
Sino-Japanese relations deteriorated, and the threat of a
Japanese invasion of China in a full-scale war drew ever
closer. The situation became increasingly grave, as can be
seen in the pictures in the report, which show Japanese
troops on patrol and on parade in cities such as Hankou

and Shanghai.
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