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Marco Polo Bridge with Wanping city in
the distance

The picture shows Marco Polo Bridge in July 1937 with the
walled city of Wanping visible in the distance. The bridge
is located outside the West Gate of Wanping city in the
district of Fengtai some 13 km southwest of present-day
Beijing. Construction of this bridge crossing the Yongding
River was commenced in 1189 (29th year of the Dading
reign in the Jin dynasty) and completed in 1192 (third year
of the reign of Mingchang in the Jin dynasty). With a history
dating back over 800 years, it is the oldest multiple arch
stone bridge in Beijing. 212.2 m long and 9.3 m wide, it
has a total of 11 arches. At the two ends of the bridge are
280 baluster columns, on which stand 498 stone lions in a
variety of lively postures, which were carved mostly during
the Ming and the Qing dynasties, but also in the Jin and
Yuan dynasties. Four Chinese characters, iR (lugou
Xiaoyue, means morning moon over Lugou,), written by
the Qing emperor Qianlong are carved on the stone tablet
at the eastern end of the bridge. Thanks to its long history
and beautiful structure, the Marco Polo Bridge has been

named one of the ‘Eight Sceneries of the Imperial Capital’.
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Chinese troops inside Wanping city mobilise quickly

As the mood of conflict intensified in 1937, it seemed only a matter of time before fighting would break
out. In January that year, Japanese troops garrisoned in north China began demonstrating a strong desire
to instigate conflict by conducting large-scale parades in Beiping and Tianjin. In view of domestic and
international developments at that time, the Chinese government adopted a firm attitude in response.
Starting from 25 June, Japanese troops held a series of military exercises in the regions north and west of
Marco Polo Bridge in the nearby suburbs of Beiping. In the evening of 7 July, the 8th Company of the 3rd
Battalion of the 1st Regiment of Japan’s China Garrison Army stationed in Fengtai carried out a night-time
military exercise in the area north of Marco Polo Bridge, led by Unit Captain Shimizu Setsuro. At some time
past 11, the Japanese troops suddenly claimed that they had been shot at by Chinese troops and that a
soldier was missing. They demanded that they be allowed to enter Wanping city to search for the soldier
and at the same time requested reinforcements from their garrison in Fengtai. Fearing the prospect of
trouble late at night, Ji Xingwen, commander of the 219th Regiment of the 37th Division of the 29th Army
stationed in Wanping, rejected the demand. The Japanese then laid siege to Wanping on 8 July 1937. The
reinforcements from Fengtai soon arrived and, without waiting for the outcome of negotiations between
the two parties, began to bombard the city at 4.45 a.m. Ji Xingwen ordered his troops to return fire. Thus
began the Marco Polo Bridge Incident .The photo shows Chinese troops, who were stationed inside and

outside the walled city, mobilising quickly to strengthen their defences.
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Chinese troops from Wanping run to
the battlefield

The picture shows Chinese troops running from the
Wanping walled city to the battlefield on 8 July 1937. In
the afternoon of that day, commanders of the 29th Route
Army including Feng Zhian, Zhang Zizhong and Qin Dechun
Jjointly telegraphed the central government to express their
determination to resist the Japanese aggression, reporting:
‘The Japanese demanded us to retreat to outside the city
at Marco Polo Bridge if we wanted to avoid aggravating
the situation. However, we are not in a position to give in
easily, as this is a matter of territorial sovereignty. If they
keep on forcing us, we shall have no choice but to stand
up and fight them for the sake of our defence.’ In fact,
late in the night of 8 July, Qin Dechun, acting commander
of the 29th Route Army and also mayor of Beiping,
entered into negotiations with Matsui Takuro, chief of the
authority responsible for Stationing Japanese troops in the
area, and the two sides reached a verbal agreement on
three points: firstly, a ceasefire would be put into effect;
secondly, Japanese troops would retreat to Fengtai and
Chinese troops would retreat to the west of Marco Polo
Bridge; and thirdly, the city’s defences would be handed
over to the Chinese civilian constabulary numbering
200 to 300 men, which would take over control at 9.00
a.m. on 9 July. The Japanese soon broke the agreement,

however, and resumed their attack on Wanping on 9 July.
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Chiang Kai-shek makes a speech in Lushan, Jiangxi, calling for
nationwide resistance against the Japanese aggression

Following the Marco Polo Bridge Incident on 7 July 1937, Chiang Kai-shek, President of the Executive Yuan
and Chairman of the Military Council of the Nationalist Government and the de facto supreme leader of
the Republic of China, made the renowned Lushan Proclamation in Lushan, Jiangxi, on 17 July — as shown
in this photograph - in which he called for nationwide resistance against the Japanese aggression. This

marked the start of China’s prolonged anti-Japanese war.

“... when we reach the limit of endurance, we must throw every ounce of energy into the struggle for our
national existence and independence... once that stage is reached, we can only sacrifice and fight to the
bitter end... If we allow one inch more of our territory to be lost, or our sovereignty to be again infringed,
we shall be guilty of committing an unpardonable offence against our race. There will then be no way left
but to throw all the resources of our nation into a grim struggle for ultimate victory... We hope for peace,
but we do not seek an easy path to peace; we prepare for war, but we do not want war. When we reach the
point where the whole nation must take up arms, then we know we shall have to sacrifice to the very end
without the slightest hope of avoiding suffering by some sudden turn of fortune. Once the battle is joined
there can be no distinction between north and south, or between old and young. Everyone, everywhere,
will have to shoulder the responsibility for protecting the country and for resisting the foe. Everyone will

have to give everything that he has.”
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Wanping County Magistrate Wang Lengzhai describes the Marco Polo
Bridge Incident

Wanping County Magistrate and Administrative Supervising Commissioner of Hebei Province, Wang
Lengzhai witnessed the Marco Polo Bridge Incident at first hand and one year later, on 7 July 1938, wrote
an article recalling this significant historical event. He is pictured here holding a press conference in July

1937 to explain how Japanese troops came to attack the Marco Polo Bridge.
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Japanese troops occupy Wanping

Serving as a record of their victory, this picture was taken by Japanese troops after they seized Wanping

City on 29 July 1937.
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JE TR e9pr 2 Defence of Beiping

19374 8 A 5 H » 5 <MIMEH) BN The German newspaper Berliner Illustrierte Zeitung
A SEANEE - EE S [JEE] - published a report on the Marco Polo Bridge Incident
EE SR b | WAL under the headline ‘Kriegsschauplatz Peiping’ (‘Beiping
SEAA RIS e BB A L AR A I Battleground’) on 5 August 1937. Photos such as the ones
B0 B P B T o AL S T R b7k T i in the report taken by German correspondents in Beiping
AP R R BRI AR ) - LR during the Marco Polo Bridge Incident are very rare.
. N ‘ . Although there are no scenes of fierce fighting, the tense
WRAEIE B T B A SR AE B i
2 F LSRR -

situation at the time is reflected by the Chinese troops
bearing broadswords on their backs on the city wall of
Wanping (a bridge on Beiping-Hankow (Hankou) Railway
can be seen in the background), defences set up on the
streets of Beiping and a runner wiping the sweat from his

brow after delivering a message.
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An advance detachment of Japanese troops passes through
Zhengyang Gate

After the Battle of Beiping-Tiangjin, Chinese troops were ordered to retreat, and they withdrew from the
city and the surrounding areas. The Japanese troops later held a military parade marking their capture of
Beiping on 13 August 1937. An advance detachment, the Mutaguchi squad, can be seen here entering the

city along the main street under the arch of the south entrance in front of Zhengyang Gate.
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X FIpkig Le9iREE Posters on the Tiananmen Rostrum
FEHIBBIRHKIET » XM E a8 Under the rule of the Japanese-sponsored puppet
BOR TR | BEERE o government, posters with characters meaning ‘Establishing

a New Order in East Asia’ were displayed on the

Tiananmen Rostrum.
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The highly disciplined Central Training Division stands at attention

Shown here fully equipped and ready to take the fight to the Japanese on the frontline, the Central Training
Division was regarded as China’s trump card in the early stage of the War of Resistance. China and Germany
boosted their military co-operation during the 1930s: delegations of German military advisers were sent to
China to assist it in setting up its defence industry, and they brought with them large quantities of modern
weapons, helped train more than 200,000 Chinese soldiers and also played a part in formulating China’s
long-term plans for resisting the Japanese invasion. China’s aim with the co-operation had been to reorganise
its military forces and strengthen its military power within three to four years, and its success in doing so was

demonstrated in its ability to resist the fierce attack of Japan’s elite forces during the Battle of Shanghai.
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IZII A ZOWEITRE Still standing;: the Sihang Warehouse

1937 4F- R 2 PUAT B BE A b ¥ il b I g 6 The Sihang Warehouse was located on the northern bank
R AL R PEIRISAE IVEdL A o & H of Suzhou Creek and the northwestern corner of Xizanglu
AR VR R AR > M o DUAT AT A Bridge in the southern part of the Zhabei district of
1931 4B > R — 8 5 TR B - A5 R Y oS Shanghai. Japanese troops had to pass through the area
JE I > M R A o B2 A U in order to reach the British concession in the city. Named
SRAT (S BRORAT - PIEARAT - KBESRAT - Sihang, which literally means ‘four banks’, because it was

jointly financed by the Kincheng Banking Corporation,

BiSEERAT) R E R AR > B A
Zs TRUAT ] o AR S BT R > % o o [
5% 88 WFWIR » AR I KRR &Y - %
e FH it S

China and South Sea Bank Limited, Continental Bank and
Yien Yieh Commercial Bank, the warehouse was built in
1931 as a six-storey concrete and steel construction and
was the tallest building in the area at the time. During the
Battle of Shanghai in 1937, the warehouse was turned
into the headquarters of the 88th Division of the Chinese
army and was also used to store large quantities of food,

equipment and ammunition.
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Chinese troops launch a full-scale
attack on the Japanese

Chinese soldiers show their bravery as they shoot at
Japanese troops in a lane. When the Japanese attacked
Chinese troops in Shanghai on 13 August 1937, Zhang
Zhizhong, the commander of the Ninth Army Group,
ordered its 87th and 88th divisions to strike back in the
districts of Yangshupu and Hongkou on 14 and 16 August
1937, and they inflicted significant casualties on the

enemy.
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Chinese troops don gas masks to fight

Confronted with the likelihood that the Japanese would use chemical weapons, Chinese soldiers were

issued with gas masks for the battlefield.

51



52

THESH A fmna
@ DB m o

BHEFBEE

OO AN JE A B I b i 1 R
BA W o W2 P B R R TR o B Ay
HEZME R > BB 5 RE R E S
fq e

Japanese troops enter a house

Fierce gunfire turned prosperous urban areas of Shanghai
into battlefields in an instant, and many buildings suffered
serious damage. Japanese soldiers can be seen here
entering a house during street fighting with Chinese

troops.
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A protracted war

Chinese troops wearing gas masks hide inside a bamboo forest waiting for an opportunity to attack the
Japanese. Contrary to the expectations of international military experts, who had predicted that Chinese
troops would be able to resist for a week at most, the Battle of Shanghai took a very different course,
as the Chinese held out for more than a month, attracting the attention of the international press at the

same time.
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The Eight Hundred Heroes

Chinese soldiers fire at Japanese troops from their stronghold on the roof of the Sihang Warehouse. The
Chinese public was told at the time that the building was defended by 800 soldiers and officers, and the

fierce resistance they put up earned them the name ‘The Eight Hundred Heroes'.
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A dying child

On the verge of death after being injured in an explosion,
a child lies at the side of a street waiting to be saved while

his parents look on helplessly.
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Challenges confront the transportation
of refugees

The liner was filled up with refugees who escaped from
battlefield. Trying to get masses of refugees out of
Shanghai proved a major problem for the relief agencies
in the city during the war. There was a serious shortage
of suitable transportation, and the escape routes were
fraught with danger: ships and vehicles carrying refugees

were frequently searched or even bombed.
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Refugees

A family tries to flee the calamity that engulfs Shanghai when the Japanese attack.
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Refugees

As the Japanese attack Shanghai, ordinary citizens flee the

calamity with their belongings.
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Civilian rescue squad

A civilian rescue squad formed by monks and volunteers.
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EERITORE A slogan warning Chinese traitors

BN BAEE B RAME 3 55 T A government official writes a slogan on the exposed
TEEE o wall of a house with a warning for Chinese traitors about

serving Japanese interests.
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Shanghai destroyed by fire

Shanghai in August 1937: once a prosperous and growing metropolis in the Far East, the city was turned
into a theatre of war in the Battle of Shanghai as Japanese troops rained down their fire indiscriminately
on the streets. The bombardment left parts of the city in ruins, and the hardest hit were the many ordinary

residents who were left homeless.
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Chinese refugees in the Shanghai
International Settlement

French weekly L’lllustration published a report on
Shanghai refugees under the headline ‘La grande pitié
de la population civile a Changhai’ (‘The terrible pity of
the civilian population in Shanghai’) accompanied by
this photo taken from the newly constructed Broadway
Mansions. As the battles in the city’s Zhabei district
became fiercer, many Chinese citizens fled the fighting
across Waibaidu Bridge (Garden Bridge) to seek sanctuary

in the Shanghai International Settlement.
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PREARBFRHRR« The determination of a Chinese soldier
B 1937 48 o1 fe Coe (O defend his motherland
) B A SOl - AR R British weekly magazine The lllustrated London News
[ 5% — H il SE A A € i B DL published a report on 21 August 1937 on the soldiers
PR - P RBUGEE T BRI of the Chinese Nationalist government fighting against
—%+t] o mEH RS HEBNSE the Japanese under the headline “The Chinese soldier —
Y BETE » PR - B an enigmatic factor in the present conflict with Japan:
PR A o e e op [ EE O\ 5146 [ R iR e 0 o a private of the modernized armies maintained by the
B fE A REH > 154 NBJNLE T o central government’. The front page was dominated by

the portrait of an ordinary soldier ready for the coming
battle. The resolute look on his rough-hewn face reflects
the determination of the Chinese soldiers to defend their
motherland, an image that still fires people’s blood even

today.
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Quarter when Beiping was in Japanese hands

British weekly magazine The Illustrated London News published a report on 28 August 1937 on the
situation in the Legation Quarter in the district of Dong Jiao Min Xiang during the Marco Polo Bridge
Incident under the headline ‘Tense days while the Japanese were securing Peking: protecting the legations;
defeated Chinese troops’. What concerned European governments most when Beiping (Peking) fell into
Japanese hands was the safety of their citizens and commercial undertakings in the city, and the Illlustrated
London News describes, on two facing pages, the situation in the legation zone at that time. The tolerant
stance adopted by the British government towards Japan’s invasion of China was very soon to have a

negative effect on its interests throughout Asia.
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RFAEH AR Satirising the Japanese invasion

g (mBcHEEHR) N 193744 8 A 28 The caption below this photo headlining a report about
HERbiEP AL E3E - BFTH Japanese soldiers during the war between China and
B R LB MENRE : — 4 HE Japan published in The Illustrated London News on 28
R, HAFER EXEEDEGTH] o August 1937 reads: ‘The Fatalist with the machine-gun:
TSR AR EH 5 > 5 FEe a Japanese soldier, the unquestioning instrument of his
B L > AF 7 v B TR B 2 3 R country’s war lords in China’. The resolute and courageous
P T AR RS 5 TN o A appearance of this young Japanese soldier with a machine
H AR5 B 2 28 A A o SRR R )
BRAIBLES > b IS 5% H ACHR 5 Rl 4m i )
FRGR T H AR o

gun on his shoulder could not conceal the fact that, rather
than liberating the Chinese people as claimed by Japan,
he was invading their country. The British correspondent
took the widely shared view that the soldier was also a
victim of Japanese militarism, and he used this picture,

taken by a Japanese photographer, to satirise the invasion.
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The Red Cross performs humanitarian
rescue work

Red Cross vehicles packed with wounded people: up to
500 staff and around 50 vehicles of the Coal Industry
Voluntary Rescue Team of the Shanghai Red Cross went to
the frontlines to provide aid to people injured during the
fighting and help transport refugees caught up in the battle

away from danger.
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Young Chinese from Shanghai studying in Japan return to China to fight
for their country

Confronted with national calamity when the War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression broke out in
1937, many overseas Chinese students terminated their studies and returned to China. Those pursuing
their education in Japan were especially angry and unhappy, and they packed up to go home right after
the war began. Almost 4,000 of the over 6,000 students overseas came back to China within two months.
Here, a new group of students returning from Japan are welcome at a pier in Shanghai by the Association

for the National Salvation of Shanghai Students Studying in Japan.
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Shanghai suffers under heavy shelling

British magazine The lllustrated London News published a report on the Battle of Shanghai on 4 September
1937 under the headline ‘The Tragedy of Shanghai and the Settlement’. The almost continuous shelling of

the city by the Japanese resulted in the wide-scale destruction of houses and heavy civilian casualties.
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EBAHBROFHER A peaceful scene in the Shanghai

1057420 F 4 HAEB Cll 508 85 International Settlement

PR LR S HOE > BUER [P 1 The International Settlement became an increasingly

AU 5 v A2 W) ] v R O L A A 3 isolated sanctuary during the Battle of Shanghai. While
FAA FEAE L8 | o WAIE & U - nearby districts such as Zhabei saw fierce fighting, the
LV AL R A IS o b % A2 Bk settlement maintained a peaceful appearance, and
IEHE s TAEXHARNARE—FEmRE Nanjing Road remained busy and noisy. British magazine
ERE R EARIEN » AR ED R The lllustrated London News published a report on the
BT IMERFEERERE - situation in the city on 4 September 1937, accompanied

by this picture with the caption ‘Peace in the Nanking
Road, Shanghai, scene of war tragedies during the Sino-
Japanese fighting: Chinese women strolling along the main
thoroughfare of the international settlement’: two women
walk leisurely down the road, chatting with each other and
looking for all the world as if a war was not being waged

on their doorstep.
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Full-scale war expected

French magazine L’ lllustration published a report on the situation in China on 11 September 1937 under
the headline ‘La guerre de Chine’ (‘The War in China’) using a map of China to show that Manchuria and
Taiwan had already fallen under Japanese control by this time and also featuring a picture of foreign

warships berthed along the banks of the Huangpu River.
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HEBER Nanjing, the capital

193749 A 25 H » 9o {M3op =) On 25 September 1937, British magazine The Illustrated
OB e, HAmAE s [E > P London News published a report on the danger facing
M EE » BUIE ~ gt » WE|H AR KB Nanjing under the headline ‘Nanking-threatened with mass
MiZeil | o BN B RG> HE air raids by Japanese: China’s capital, official, commercial,
TR K B R I E R - R Chinese and Westernised’. The Nationalist government
B R4 1% © 193748 H 15 H » H had established Nanjing as the capital of China, and, in an

attempt to force it to surrender, the Japanese continuously

PR 22 B R A > AR T R R
S e IR R MR T P L e
SEHLAL o O RF R T o S AR
JH S B RCBE 2 T 12 3 R Bk i R R
Bo

strengthened its military threat against the city. Launching
air raids on 15 August 1937, they attacked not only the
Nanjing Dajiaochang Airport and Ming Palace Airport ,
but also places such as Central Hospital, causing severe
civilian casualties. The British magazine chose to publish

12 photos of Nanjing before the air raid in folio format.
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[talian painting reflects Fascist aesthetics

Published in an Italian pictorial on 26 September 1937, this drawing shows 12 Japanese soldiers being
shot by Chinese troops as they make a forceful attempt to cross a small river hindering their progress
during the invasion. The work of the Italian artist turned China’s just resistance into a war in which bare-

chested, unarmed Japanese soldiers heroically sacrificed their lives for victory.
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Legendary heroism in the War of
Resistance

A wall of the Sihang Warehouse is pockmarked with bullet
holes after Japanese troops launched a major attack on
30 October 1937 with a hail of fire from small artillery
and machine guns from the ground and from the air with
the help of several fighter planes. Despite the intense
onslaught, the isolated Chinese troops fought calmly,
repelling each assault and inflicting heavy casualties on the
Japanese. The major general commander of British troops
in the Shanghai International Settlement was deeply stirred
by their bravery: in addition to donating food for the ‘Eight
Hundred Heroes’, he entered the warehouse to meet the
officer in charge, Xie Jinyuan, in person and suggested that
the British Embassy would be willing to offer its assistance
if he chose to retreat via the concession. Xie replied, ‘As
soldiers, obeying orders is our vocation. Even if we are to
retreat, it has to be on the orders of Generalissimo Chiang.

Otherwise we would rather fight to the death.’
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Italian pictorial praising Japanese militarism

Italy was already under the fascist rule of Mussolini when the War of Resistance broke out. This report from
Italian weekly newspaper La Domenica Del Corriere on the invasion of China by Japanese troops under the
headline ‘Il Giappone in armi’ ('The Japanese at arms’) focuses on Japan, primarily its weaponry, warships,

armoured cars and other munitions.

83



THESH A fmna

84

DD m o

TEARAE B R G

1937 48 11 H > HEBOA 7 — BEVL BB > — ik H S L Seql 8 7 — i B R » S A6 B B 28 b v 82 Y AGE iR
FHIRE o Bl % H RIS RO H sk B0 SO T R B AR o AR MR BRI > LB
BRI > [ S ~ RN~ TR~ ST AR PR ARERN - MEBIAE > BTN > BRI s M
HIRWIA R > Wb A > RS - S EIDRER o HEIVEBUMRH » BESi -

The arrogance of the conquerors

Showing a group of Japanese soldiers celebrating their victory with broad smiles among the debris in
the courtyard of a civilian house after occupying a city in southern China in November 1937, this photo,
taken by a Japanese war correspondent, suggests the arrogance and unruliness of the invaders. Under the
command of General Matsui Iwane, Japanese troops advanced into the heart of China along three routes:
the north route progressed along the two sides of the Beiping-Shanghai railway towards Wuxi, Changzhou,
Danyang, Zhenjiang and Jurong; after passing Suzhou, Wuxi and turning south to Jintan, the central route
headed directly towards Nanjing; the southern route started south of Tai Lake and moved along the Beiping-
Hangzhou highway towards Nanjing after passing Guangde and Xuancheng. On their way, the Japanese

attacked cities, seized land, torched buildings, looted and Kkilled civilians.



th
The 7 0 anniversary of the victory of the War Of Resistance
against ]apanese AggreSSion: by Selections from the Hsu Chung Mao Collection

BERAFFEFFT

19374 12 A 8 H » HEFEIRBRUEN » BATRI PP o HEEBOGIEM 2218 > M B HEPLERAL
BT R o S G 2 7 B R o P EESH 88 BINE S B HL  IRRARABFH ek A o AU -
12 HBhBEEE » H H B FRME - KAt - S i 23 M - 3R M R - H B b <% — K > WAE & il -
SR A A AR A AR AT -

Japanese troops force their way through Zhonghua West Gate

After crossing the Qinhuai River, Japanese troops attacked Zhonghua West Gate of Nanjing on 8 December
1937. They suffered an initial setback in their assault on Guanghua Gate, but reassigned their main forces
to Yuhuatai and the Zhonghua Gate, shelling these areas without cease. The officers and soldiers of the
88th Division defending the city resisted bravely, with many of them, including brigade commander Zhu
Chi, heroically sacrificing their lives. Starting at dawn on 12 December onwards, the Japanese deployed
planes, artillery and tanks to launch an intense bombardment on the various city gates. Positions such
as Yuhuatai, the second peak of Zijin Mountain and at the city gates were eventually breached, and the

Japanese poured through into the city on that day.
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Japanese troops ascend Guanghua Gate

Led by their commander with the ruthless expression of a conqueror on his face, Japanese troops ascend

the Guanghua Gate after seizing Nanjing on 13 December 1937 to pay homage to the Meiji Shrine in Tokyo.
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Execution of resistance fighters

Blindfolded and lined up in front of an ancient city wall, a
group of civilians who took up arms to resist the Japanese
and save the nation face a Japanese execution squad after
the invaders occupy cities and towns south of the Yangtze
River. Shed on the soil of their motherland, the blood of
these valiant fighters bears witness to a solemn and tragic

chapter in the fight for national salvation and freedom.
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LIFE exposes the Nanjing Massacre for the first time

Publishing stills from films shot by a US missionary using a 16mm movie camera, US magazine LIFE
exposed for the first time atrocities committed by Japanese troops in Nanjing after they occupied the
city on 13 December 1937. Eventually published after making their way through Japanese inspections,
the photos show a variety of scenes that constitute ironclad evidence of the Nanjing Massacre, including
civilians with gunshot and bayonet wounds as well as terrible burns; there is even a photo of a 19-year-old

girl who had been stabbed 29 times with a bayonet.
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Iwane Matsui leads Japanese troops
into Nanjing

General Matsui Iwane (front, mounted), the highest
ranking Japanese commander in Central China, enters
Nanjing through Zhongshan Gate on 17 December 1937
at the head of victory march marking the occupation
of the city. The imposing look of the Japanese troops,
turned out in full kit, symbolised a new stage in Japan’s
invasion of China. Following the Marco Polo Bridge
Incident, Japan occupied Shanghai on 12 November
1937, and Matsui subsequently directed the 6th, 16th,
18th and 114th divisions to converge on Nanjing from
different directions. In the face of the Japanese advance,
the Nationalist government decided to trade space for
time and issued the Declaration on the Relocation of
the Capital to Chongqing on 20 November, expressing
its determination to put up a long resistance. On 24
November, Chang Kai-shek appointed Tang Shengzhi as
garrison commander of Nanjing, placing him in charge
of the 14 divisions of the 2nd Army Group defending
the city. The first Japanese detachments arrived on
the outskirts of Nanjing on 6 December, where they
were forced to engage in fierce fighting with Chinese
troops. Despite their brave resistance, the Chinese
were overwhelmed by the ferocious Japanese gunfire.
After launching a general attack on 10 December, the
Japanese forced their way through Zhonghua Gate on 12
December. Tang was ordered to retreat, and Nanjing fell

into Japanese hands.
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Bodies on a river bank

Bodies pile up on the bank of the Yangtze after being dumped in the river by Japanese troops during their

massacre of Chinese soldiers and civilians in December 1937 following their capture of Nanjing.
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Japanese bayonets

Japanese troops savagely bayonet Chinese soldiers to
death in a ditch which the prisoners of war had just been
ordered to dig, and which thus became their own grave, in
late 1937. Taken by Corporal Itamoto Takiji, a medic at a
Japanese military hospital, this picture and others showing
similar atrocities shocked the public when they were
published after the war.
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British media report details of barbaric acts committed by Japanese
troops

In a report published on 8 January 1938 under the headline ‘Japanese Outrages on the Yangtze: The U.S.S.
“Panay”’, British magazine The Illlustrated London News detailed the plight of sailors on the US gunboat
after it was sunk during an unprovoked attack by Japanese troops on the Yangtze River. Photographers
had fortunately been on hand to capture the pictures that accompanied the report, which graphically show
wounded sailors rescued from the Panay as well as the damage inflicted during the incident on British
gunboat the HMS Ladybird, its port side pocked with bullet holes.
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Britain actively prepares for war in Hong Kong

British magazine The lllustrated London News published a report on the training of Hong Kong’s regular and
volunteer troops on 5 February 1938 under the headline ‘Ensuring the efficiency of the Empire’s Eastern
Outpost: Hong Kong regulars and volunteers train’. Although Hong Kong was ruled by Britain at the time, it
was closely connected to China and was an important international port. To try and prevent the war from
spreading to Hong Kong, British troops stationed in Hong Kong stepped up their own drills and their training
of volunteers. Despite the efforts of its government, Hong Kong was attacked by Japanese troops on 8

December 1941 and fell into their hands just 18 days later.
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DEpEITE Defensive works undertaken by
‘ Chinese troops

Wil % A6 AR M & MU (1938 £ 3 H £ 6 p

Ao W LTS R Al 2 A city wall on the frontline in Shandong is reinforced with
SO o v R S BR E DA HR ST H B A o clay by Chinese troops in order to withstand Japanese
FIR > o B S 7 WA SR AR 0 5 ) gunfire during the Battle of Xuzhou (March — June 1938).
TR o A A P 28 B AT Bh BELAE H 4T Chinese officers and men hid inside the trenches to avoid
#E o shrapnel during the day and, when night fell, launched

sudden attacks on the Japanese to disrupt their advance.
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Renowned Chinese leaders

General Li Zongren (left), Commander-in-Chief of the
5th War Zone (Jinpu frontline), and General Bai Chongxi
(right), Deputy Chief of the General Staff, pose for a
photograph near the command headquarters of the

northeastern battlefront during the Battle of Xuzhou.
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A typical scene in Shandong

Chinese troops march along the side of a lake in the region of Taierzhuang.
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Poster distributed by the Japanese celebrating victory

In the spring of 1938, Japanese troops launched a joint attack on Chinese troops in eastern China from
both the north and the south. Arrogant about their supposed superiority, an isolated detachment of
Japanese troops on the northern front advanced deep into the region of Taierzhuang, but were ambushed
there by the Chinese and almost completely annihilated. The first major setback experienced by the
Japanese since the initial invasion China, the Battle of Taierzhuang provided proof that Japanese troops
were not invincible. The Japanese subsequently reorganised their troops and fought back, finally achieving
their objective of joining up their forces in the north and south as the Chinese retreated from Xuzhou in
order to preserve their strength. However, they failed in their strategic aim of eliminating the main body
of Chinese troops. The Japanese later exaggerated their success by distributing posters celebrating their
victory in the Battle of Xuzhou for propaganda purposes, while omitting any mention of the Battle of

Taierzhuang.
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Canton suffers heavy bombing

On 20 June 1938, US magazine LIFE published a pictorial
report on the heavy bombing of Canton (Guangzhou), in
which the main picture shows a mother squatting and
mourning the death of her child. Tragic scenes of this
Kind were an all too common sight during the Eight-year
War of Resistance, which brought only endless suffering
to ordinary people. The Japanese launched their first air
raids on Canton on 31 August 1937 and conducted almost

a hundred more over the following 14 months.
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Confiscated drugs are burnt in public

During Japanese invasion of China, in order to cope with the growing military expenditure, Japanese army
planted and sold opium to the Chinese to make huge profit. As a result, many Chinese became opium
addicts. A pile of confiscated drugs is burnt in public in Hankou on 22 June 1938 as part of the anti-opium

campaign launched throughout China to reinforce the country’s anti-drug war.
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The CCP calls for donations

The Nationalist Party (Kuomintang, KMT) and the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) began working closely together
in the first year of the War of Resistance, and a concrete
outcome of this was the expansion of anti-Japanese
propaganda. The Political Bureau of the Military Council of
the Nationalist Government was set up in January 1938,
with Zhou Enlai as its deputy director. With his support,
Guo Moruo was appointed chief and Yang Hansheng chief
secretary of the Third Office of the Political Bureau, under
which three departments, the fifth, sixth and seventh,
were ordganised, mainly managed by the communists.
Various activities promoting anti-Japanese resistance were
held from April of that year onwards, including a campaign
calling on people to donate money that was launched in
the three towns of Wuhan on 7 July, the anniversary of
the start of the War of Resistance, as Japanese troops
prepared a large-scale attack on the area. The people
responded enthusiastically: many ordinary citizens — from
hawkers and rickshaw pullers to housewives and even
children — gave as much as they could, and on the three
consecutive days of the campaign in Hankou the various
sectors in the city generously donated up to million yuan
for the salvation of China. Here, a CCP donation collection
squad drives around the streets broadcasting the call for

people to give generously.
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Anniversary of China’s War of Resistance in Hankou

Paying tribute to the soldiers who had died in battle protecting their country, people stand in silence for
three minutes in Zhongshan Park in Hankou in July 1938 on the first anniversary of the start of China’s War

of Resistance against Japanese Aggression.
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Mao Zedong and the communist base in Yan’an

British magazine The lllustrated London News published a report on 6 August 1938, accompanied by
photos of Mao Zedong, on the life of military personnel and civilians in Yan’an. This small city in the
northwest of Shaanxi was turned by the Chinese Communist Party into a base where it could produce food
and conduct military training in 1937, as the fighting in the War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression
became ever fiercer. A large number of young people from different parts of China were inspired to move
to the city, and their life, working and studying there attracted international attention. Following Edgar
Snow’s visit to Bao’an, which is also located in the northern part of Shaanxi in 1936, Agnes Smedley and
her photographer travelled to Yan’an in 1937 and sent back a large volume of reports to the Western world,

which triggered international assistance and support for the Communists.
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Work to promote military service

A large-scale resistance campaign launched in Hankou in
August 1938 on the eve of the Battle of Wuhan included
work to promote military service carried out by the
Association of Chinese Sailors for Providing Support
behind the Frontlines in the Fight against the Enemy. The
banner here reads ‘Good iron is used to strike nails, and

good men serve in the army’.
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SH > 1938 47 8 J7 [] Bk PHEE A JRA A i With their belongings on their back, a group of refugee
HEAT E B S AT IR EE A children from a several hundred-strong theatrical troupe in
B B> SR B PR 3 2 B BUR R Shanghai listen to a farewell speech given by the director
1= B 0 28 N B0 o of the Political Bureau of the Military Council, Chen Cheng,

before setting off from Hankou in August 1938 for the
countryside and the frontlines to perform propaganda work.
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Chinese female soldiers head for the battlefield

Having just formed a battalion and completed three months of intensive military training in Wuchang in
August 1938, a group of Chinese female soldiers are reviewed by Chen Cheng, the director of the Political
Bureau of the Military Council, before setting off for the eastern front. Anti-aircraft camouflage has been

added to their hats.
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Chinese army telegraph room

A telegraph room in the headquarters of the Chinese army during the Battle of Wuhan in September 1938,

where staff dispatched orders to the frontline and quickly decoded situation reports received from the

troops fighting there.
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Chinese armoured cars advance towards the frontline

A group of Chinese armoured cars advance towards the eastern front, where military commanders hope

that they will be able to obstruct a Japanese attack on Hankou.
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HESENHEFE X Interrogation of Japanese prisoners of

R EAER BN s

8 T Y I — % B B L o S SR A A A Chinese official interrogates Japanese prisoners of war
H IR in Wuchang; the woman by the wall covering her face in
her hands is a Korean woman who had been forced to

serve in a Japanese military camp.
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Chinese officers on the defence line

Officers of the Chinese troops defending the south bank of the Yangtze River during the Battle of Wuhan.
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Pessimistic view of the US media in the
first year of the war

‘Japan Conquers North, South and Central China
and Chiang Kai-Shek becomes a “Lost Cause”’ is the
headline of this report published in US magazine LIFE
on 25 October 1938, which represents the view of the
mainstream media in the US during the first year of the
war. However, as the Japanese offensive slowed and
the war ground on, the US press began to recognise
the positive meaning of China’s resistance. After Japan
launched its surprise attack on Pearl Harbour three years
later, the US media began to report more sympathetically
on China’s struggle and with more insight into the
important contribution that China had made in its efforts
to defeat the Japanese invasion over the previous four

years.
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Italian soldiers in the foreign
concession in Hankou welcome
Japanese troops

Italian soldiers in the foreign concession in Hankou line
up to welcome Japanese Sano troops as they enter the
city on 26 October 1938. After four long months of fierce
fighting during the Battle of Wuhan, Japan seemed to have
dained a complete victory, but in fact the battle was just

another stage in the beginning of the war.

121




	前言
	Preamble
	目錄Table of Contents
	第一部分抗戰之前：1937 年7 月之 前 
Part One The Pre-war period: before July 1937
	第二部分抗戰初期：1937 年7 月至1938 年10 月 Part Two The First Phase of the War: from July 1937 to October 1938
	第三部分抗戰後期：1938 年11 月以後 Part Three The Second Phase of the War: after November 1938



