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Preamble

Before the invention of photography, historical study relied almost exclusively on written materials. Although images
were produced in a variety of techniques, such as painting and prints, visual sources were rarely used for historical
purposes. The situation gradually changed after photography appeared in 1839, and images then began to take on an
important role as primary historical sources. Photographs and printed illustrations were first widely circulated in Western
pictorials in the last two centuries, and the success of these publications was owed to the impressive effect that the images
had on readers. Prints, pictures and photos go beyond the restrictions of words, and by providing a clearer visualisation,
they allow readers to gain a better insight into events and their background and thus produce a deeper empathy with the
people depicted. Printed illustrations were very popular in the 19th century, but as photography improved and developed
into a mature technology, prints were gradually replaced and photographs became the main source of visual information
in the media.

With a series of striking images not commonly found elsewhere, this collection aims to support the learning and teaching
of Chinese History and History at both junior and senior secondary level and thus address the needs of teachers and
students in the studying of the curricula of these two subjects. The collection 18 mainly divided into two categories,
photographs and printed illustrations, and consists of two volumes. Volume 1 covers the years from the Opium War to the
eve of the establishment of the People’s Republic of China, while Volume 2 encompasses the People’s Republic of China
from its establishment up to arcund 2000. There are 250 historical images in total, and they are provided in an electronic
album on DVD to allow teachers to browse them easily and then design supplementary teaching materials. Teachers
are advised to remind their students that images are often produced for particular purposes — concentrating on a certain
theme or capturing and portraying events from a certain angle or in a certain light in order to convey a specific message
or idea — and their usefulness can thus be limited in this way.

We would like to express our thanks to Mr Hsu Chung Mao for providing pictures from his personal collection to enrich
the study of history by the teachers and students of Hong Kong and to Dr Alfred H.Y. Lin, Honorary Associate Professor
at the School of Humanities (History) of the University of Hong Kong, for supplementing, proofreading and polishing the
captions.

The copyright for the pictures in this book and DVD belongs to Mr Hsu Chung Mao. Copyright for publication belongs to
the Hducation Bureau. Teachers may select and copy pictures from the DVD for teaching purposes and are not required
to apply for copyright clearance provided that the sources are acknowledged. All images in the electronic album are
watermarked to protect the copyright holder. NO part of this collection may be reproduced in any form for commercial
purposes.

For comments and suggestions, please write to:
Chief Curriculum Development Officer
Personal, Social & Humanities Education Section
Curriculum Development Institute

Education Bureau

Room 1319, Wu Chung House

213 Queen’s Road East

Wanchai, Hong Kong

OR

Fax: 2573 5299 / 2575 4318

OR

E-mail: ccdopshe(@edb.gov.hk
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