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QP T RS E A0 IR Deng Xiaoping visits Singapore

1978 SR 11 A - ks Bl £ & - BB KB HEH AT Deng Xiaoping is received by Lee Kuan Yew, Prime Minister of Singapore,
FEFMH I - MEEXE NS - BRI A% at the airport on his first visit in November 1978. This trip by Deng, Vice
i Chairman of the CCP Central Committee and Vice Premier of the State

Council, marked the beginning of a new strategic situation.
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Deng Xiaoping visits the US

US President Jimmy Carter and Deng Xiaoping together with their

wives wave from the White House during Deng’s visit from 28 January
to 5 February 1979 at the invitation of the US.
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Jiang Qing reads the written record of her
inquisition

In sharp contrast to her arrogant appearance at the height of the Cultural
Revolution, Jiang Qing lowers her head to read a written record of her inquisition
in late 1980. Jiang had been a film star in Shanghai in her youth, when she was
known by her stage name Lan Ping; a passionate woman prone to love and
hate, she left behind a string of romantic scandals. When the War of Resistance
against Japan broke out, she moved to Yanan, where she married Mao Zedong.

She wielded almost supreme power during the Cultural Revolution.
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Ronaid Reagan visits China

US President Ronald Reagan delivers a public speech at Fudan University in Shanghai during his
state visit to China in April 1984. On his right is Shanghai Mayor Wang Daohan, on his left Xie
Xide, the university’s president. A US Republican, Reagan originally promoted close political
ties with Taiwan, but after being elected president he actively strengthened US interaction with
China and became the first incumbent US president to visit China following the normalisation
of US-China diplomatic relations. In his speech, Reagan talked about the concepts of American
democracy and freedom. During his eight years in office, US-China cultural and educational
exchanges reached new heights. At the same time, China was seeking a new path for its
development after Deng Xiaoping launched his policy of reform and opening up. A large number
of university graduates were choosing to study in the US, and they brought back information
about the outside world. As a result, there was a fundamental change in how intellectuals as well

as ordinary people perceived the US.
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Second—generation leaders of the CCP

From left to right, Deng Xiaoping, Hu Yaobang, 1.1 Xiannian, Chen Yun

and Zhao Ziyang, the major second-generation leaders of the CCP in
1983.
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Queen Elizabeth visits China

Queen Elizabeth II of the United Kingdom enjoys some Chinese tea at Yu
Garden in Shanghai during her visit to China in October 1986. On her left is
Jiang Zemin, who was then Mayor of Shanghai. China and Britain signed the
“Joint Declaration™ in 1984 that set the terms of the return of Hong Kong to
China in 1997. The Queen was warmly received in China on this visit. Of the

Europeans, the British were well known for their fondness for tea, and for a

long time all tea in Britain was imported from China. It is no surprise Queen

Elizabeth was invited to Yu Garden by her Chinese hosts.
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Revitaiising China through science and
education

Deng Xiaoping welcomes Nobel laureates Lee Yuan-tsek (left, chemistry,
1986) and Lee Tsung-dao (right, physics, 1957), both scientists of Chinese
descent, in 1987. Deng stated that China would take the path of revitalisation
through science and technology.
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hAthary exchanges
between China and the US

US defence secretary Frank Carlucci and his
group enjoy exchanges with Chinese troops on
a warship in September 1988 during his visit
to naval bases in Shanghai. Military exchanges
between China and the US were becoming more
frequent, with personnel of both sides invited
to visit each other. China revised its doctrine of
the “People’s War” and, with the increasing need
to upgrade its national defences, accelerated its

pursuit of military modernisation.
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A brick factory established as a private-
owned Township Enterprise in Jinjiang, 1988

A poor working environment at a brick factory; child labour was also common.
Although rapid economic development created plenty of job opportunities and
alleviated the pressure of rural unemployment, the blind pursuit of wealth also
brought a host of problems, including traffic congestion, air and water pollution,

environmental damage and the neglect of labour rights.
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\/iHagers in the countryside east of
Yangzhou in Jiangsu cuitivate penjing

The policy of reform and opening up prompts Zhang Guozhi, from a
village east of Yangzhou in Jiangsu, to raise capital on his own initiative

and start cultivating penjing (similar to the art of bonsai) to sell on the

market, providing a special model for township and village enterprises.
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A farmer in his newly purchased car

Fan Wanghu, a peasant from Dashe Village, Kejing Town, Jiyuan City,
Henan, shows off his new Red Flag car. After the reform and opening up
policy was launched, the village made use of its mountain resources to
start a number of township and village enterprises and generate impressive

profits.
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Taiwanese writer Sanmao returns to her
hometown

Accompanied by many relatives who had rushed from across the nation to meet her,
renowned Taiwanese writer Sanmao offers sacrifices at her ancestors’ graves to assuage
many years of homesickness after returning to her hometown — Xiaosha Village in Dinghai
County, Zhejiang — for the first time in 1989. Like her compatriot Chiung Yao, Sanmao was
a best-selling writer whose works were hugely popular in the mainland. Her compilation
of travel writing Yuji bu Zailai (“Gone with the Rainy Season™) captured the hearts of
countless female readers by suffusing the romantic mysteries of far-away countries with

her personal passion. She also wrote the lyrics to Ganlanshu (“Olive Tree™), composed by

L1 Taixiang and sung by Q1 Yu, which has become a contemporary folk classic.
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Aftermath of the June Fourth incident,
Tiananmen Square, 1989

Troops burn rubbish in Tiananmen Square on 4 June after clearing it of
young protesters. A week after Hu Yaobang, former General Secretary of
the CCP, passed away on 15 April 1989, students in the capital gathered in
Tiananmen Square to participate in a memorial service, triggering a series
of demonstrations, petitions and hunger strikes. The CCP deployed troops to

suppress the protests in the early morning of 4 June.
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Supreme leaders of the CCP after the
June Fourth incident

Jiang Zemin (centre), newly appointed General Secretary of the CCP, Yang

Shangkun (right), President of China, and L1 Peng, Premier of the State Council.
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[)eng Xiaoping' s Southern Tour

Deng Xiaoping on his tour of southern China from 18 January to 21 February 1992.
Visiting Wuchang, Shenzhen, Zhuhai, Shanghai and other places, Deng made a series of
important speeches in which he reconfirmed the policy of reform and opening up: “The
reason some people hesitate to carry out the reform and the open policy and dare not
break new ground is, in essence, that they’re afraid it would mean introducing too many
elements of capitalism and, indeed, taking the capitalist road. The crux of the matter is
whether the road is capitalist or socialist. The chief criterion for making that judgement
should be whether it promotes the growth of the productive forces in a socialist society,
increases the overall strength of the socialist state and raises living standards.” His
words sparked massive changes throughout the nation. He was also adamant that “China

should maintain vigilance against the Right but primarily against the Left”.

4‘4‘ o
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Assembiy of an MD-82 plane in Shanghai,
May 1995

Starting in 1985, China teamed up with the US company McDonnell Douglas
to manufacture the MD-82 commercial airliner, with the main production lines
in Shanghai. Following the introduction of the reform and opening up policy,
Shanghai not only made a great effort to attract foreign investment, but also
sought to import new, advanced technology in order to raise manufacturing

standards and industrial design capability of industries relating to people’s

livelihoods .
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The Allies celebrate the 50th anniversary
of their victory in World War Two

Chinese President Jiang Zemin, Russian President Boris Yeltsin, US President

Bill Clinton and British Prime Minister John Major attend the commemoration
of the 50th anniversary of the end of World War Two held in Moscow in
August 1995. The world’s leaders took the chance to look back at the Allies’

wartime relationships.
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A new ook for the countryside after
the reform and opening up policy

A family in Zhejiang relaxes in front of their newly built house in 1996.
Throughout Chinese history, the first thing people did after earning some
money was to build a house. Over the years, traditional buildings have
gradually given way to more modern residences — such as the “small modern
building” that was fashionable during the Republican period — and now to

today’s European-style houses that can be seen in the coastal regions, where

the countryside has changed virtually beyond recognition.
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Deng Xiaoping passes away

Members of Deng Xiaoping’s family stand solemnly by his body at his
funeral in February 1997. Deng did not live to see the fulfilment of his
long-held wish for Hong Kong to be returned to China, but his legacy

laid a solid foundation for the nation’s powerful development.
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Youngsters ook for their ideal job

University graduates search for their ideal job at the Shanghai Talents
Exchange Fair in September 1997. In the past, all jobs were allocated by
the government, but today youngsters look for jobs on their own. Although
they still face great challenges, China’s youth now enjoys more freedom,

wider choice and greater opportunities to fulfil their ambitions.
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The oldest pundit

Despite retiring in 1999 to enjoy a peaceful
life at home, 101-year-old Chu Shiya from
Shanghai refuses to give in to old age and joins
the younger generation in trading on the stock
market. The oldest pundit in China, Chu says
buying and selling shares adds a great deal of
fun to the latter years of her life.
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