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Eastbound from Dunhuang, the route went past the Hexi corridor
and reached the ancient capitals of Chang’an (present-day
Xi‘an) and Luayang. Westbound from Dunhuang, the southern
route of the Silk Road skirted the northemn slopes of the Kunlun
Mountains, passed through Khotan (present-day Hetian), crossed
the Pamir Mountains and reached DaRouzhi (present-day
Afghanistan) and Parthia (present-day Iran). Beyond the Yumen
Pass, the northem route of the S5ilk Road ran along the southern
slopes of the Heavenly Mountains, passed through Gaochang
(present-day Turfan) and Qiuci {present-day Kucha), and crossed
the Pamir Mountains to reach Dayuan (present-day Fecghana)
and Kangju (present-day Samarkand).
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	山西省大同市是中國其中一個佛教重鎮，它曾經是北魏最初五個皇帝的首都，當時叫做平城。北魏雖然是鮮卑人政權，但族人大多篤信佛教。善信花費巨大人力物力，依山開鑿大型佛像，形成一個個石窟，供人參拜。這就是目前的雲岡石窟。
	石窟的主體雕塑是「主佛」。很多時候建築師會在主佛的周圍增置其他佛像，以增強主佛的形象。在這個石窟中，主佛是釋迦牟（音謀）尼，請你把他圈出來。
	﹣窟內壁面未留一點空白，全被雕刻品佔滿。
	而在這些佛像的前面兩方牆壁，則是兩幅大型的浮雕作品。（見下頁）

