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Introduction

The resource pack entitled New inspirations in learning and teaching- New Resource Pack
for the Revised Curriculum of Junior Secondary History (Volume 1) is published by the
Personal, Social and Humanities Education (PSHE) Section of Curriculum Development Institute
(CDI), Education Bureau (EDB). It aims at supporting the learning and teaching in the
implementation of the Revised History Curriculum (S1-3) with effect from September 2020 which
will start from S1 in the three consecutive years and facilitating teachers’ understanding of the
salient features and requirements of the revised curriculum.

Since the work of revising the junior secondary History curriculum has started, a number of
frontline teachers from different schools have been invited by CDI, EDB to try out some topics in
the revised curriculum framework of Junior Secondary History (Secondary 1-3). In 2017/18 school
year, 14 schools participated in the tryout scheme. Some of the tryout teachers together with the
seconded History teachers participated in the event “Keep abreast of the times, learning while
teaching’ — Highlights of learning & teaching strategies in History teaching” on 20 June 2018 and
shared their experience of trial lessons using different learning and teaching strategies. These
strategies included e-Learning, learning through Language Across Curriculum (LaC) and enquiry
learning etc. so as to enhance the effectiveness of learning and teaching and students’ learning
interest.

This resource pack is developed with new inspirations to design appropriate learning and
teaching materials. Teachers have attempted to adopt various pedagogies to interpret and
illustrate the features of new topics and to highlight the new learning elements in different topics.
The resource pack contains trial teaching plans, trial teaching flows, worksheets and teachers’
reflections etc. While available in both Chinese and English versions, the original language
version and level of difficulty of each lesson plan provided by participating teachers addresses
mainly the learning needs of students in their own schools. We suggest teachers adjusting the
use of language and level of difficulty according to their school contexts and students needs. The
content of this resource pack has been uploaded to the EDB website for teachers’ reference and
adaptation:

http://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curriculum-development/kla/pshe/references-and-resources/history/index.html

We express our heartfelt gratitude to participating schools and teachers for their devotion of time
and support to us in this tryout scheme. The copyright of this resource pack belongs to EDB of
the HKSAR Government. Schools and organizations can extract suitable portions of the materials
for teaching and research purposes. No part of this resource pack may be reproduced in any form
for commercial purposes. We are grateful to publishers/organizations/schools for permission to
include their publications in the resource pack. Every effort had been made to trace copyright
ownership but in the event of accidental infringement, copyright owners are invited to contact us
so that we can come to a suitable arrangement.

If you have any comments and suggestions on this resource pack, please send to :

Personal, Social and Humanities Education Section

Curriculum Development Institute

Education Bureau

Room 1319, 13/F, Wu Chung House, 213 Queen’s Road East, Wanchai, Hong Kong
or

Fax  :2573 5299

E-mail : info_pshe@edb.gov.hk
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Abstract

- The resource pack entitled New inspirations in learning and teaching- New Resource Pack

M1 ror the Revised Curriculum of Junior Secondary History (Volume 1) is produced to support

the implementation of the History Curriculum Guide (S1-3) which will start with S1 in September

2020. (The Curriculum Guide can be downloaded from the EDB website: https://www.edb.gov.

Sev  hkfattachment/tc/curriculum-development/kla/pshe/Hist_Curr_Guide_S1-3_Chi_final_1007201

) E " 9.pdf). Before using this resource pack, teachers are advised to make reference to the

curriculum guide so as to understand the rationale, aims and objectives of the revised
curriculum, as well as learning points of each topic.

History Curriculum Guide (Secondary 1-3)

Curriculum Aims
The aims of Secondary 1-3 History curriculum are:

(a) to enhance and develop students’interest in studying history;

(b) to help students understand the present in the context of the past;

(c) to enrich students’ knowledge of their own community and culture, as well as other major
cultures of the world;

(d) to develop students’ historical skills and generic skills for further studies and life
situations;

(e) to nurture students to become citizens who have global perspectives, knowledge and
sense of responsibility.

Learning Objectives
After completion of the junior secondary History curriculum, students should be able to:

(a) Knowledge and Understanding

i understand and comprehend from a variety of perspectives (political, economic,
technological and scientific, social, religious, aesthetic, etc.), the main characteristics of
world civilisations in different periods;

ii understand and comprehend the main characteristics of the development of Hong Kong
and to relate them to the national and world development;

iii comprehend basic historical concepts and terms;

iv understand the relationship between cause and consequence of historical events;

v comprehend change and continuity in major historical issues and developments;

vi understand that the past may be interpreted in different ways;

(b) Skills
i use historical terminology in an appropriate way;
ii present historical events accurately in chronological order;
iii describe characteristics of historical maps, models, diagrams, charts, pictures, tables and
cartoons;
iv make deductions and inferences from historical sources;
v identify different interpretations of major historical events and personalities;
vi distinguish the differences between historical facts and opinions;
vii comprehend the implication of sources, question and explore the accuracy and reliability,
a and then construct fair and impartial personal views;

T

viii make an imaginative reconstruction of past events;
ix select, organise and deploy sources, and express in a well-structured way;

(c) Attitudes and Values
i develop an interest in the past and an appreciation of human achievements and aspirations;
i relate the study of history to contemporary life;
ii understand views, beliefs and values of different societies at different times so as to develop
positive values and attitudes;
iv be willing to take up the responsibility of preserving antiquities and monuments, conserving
cultural heritage and promoting history and culture.

Personal, Social & Humanities Education
Key Learning Area

| History Curriculum Guide (Secondary 1- 3)
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Teachers’ reflections
Ms LEE Suet-kam

History is a jigsaw of fascinating stories, biographies, myths and legends. To
generate students’ enthusiasm for the learning of History, History teachers may
attempt to build up an extensive collection of the above History reading resources,
with which students can be led to comprehend the intricacies of history and achieve
objective interpretation of historical facts. Based on the above notion of the role of
reading in the History education, we scheduled a reading project on the important
historical figures in the Cold War period for our S3 students as a part of the ‘Reading
across the Curriculum’ Scheme in our school.

To prepare for the reading project, we procured a wide spectrum of History books
and tailor-made reading materials to cater for learner diversity. We treasure very
much the arrangement of reading tasks as assignments which can extend history
learning beyond the classroom and also enable students to learn history in an
interesting way.

Through the reading of the Cold War historical figures, the S3 students could acquire
more knowledge of the development of the Cold War, which could hardly be covered
in our lessons. We were astonished by the number of students selecting Ho Chin
Minh, but not other famous historical figures, including Winston Churchill and Mao
Zedong, for their reading project. In here, students’ curiosity for the study of the past
was palpable and amazing.

Subsequent to the completion of the reading tasks, students were arranged to
undergo a hot debate on the qualities of good leaders with reference to the Cold War
historical figures in one History lesson. They were engaged to shift their attention
from the hard facts of the historical figures to the exploration of different perspectives
on the qualities of leadership. In this way, the History classroom served as both a
battlefield for the historical figures to emerge as the best leader in the Cold War
period and a platform for the students to nurture their humanistic qualities on their
own.

<.

Teachers’ reflections
Mr CHU Chi-ming

The revised S1-3 History curriculum motivates me to attempt new teaching
strategies that | have seldom used. In light of the topic “Using the Holocaust as an
example, what did people learn from the two World Wars?”, enquiry learning and
catering for learning diversity are the two important strategies adopted in the trial
lessons. Two lessons are arranged to cover the topic. The first lesson is about the
“understanding of the Holocaust” and the second lesson is about the “reflection from
the Holocaust”. “From understanding to reflection” is the core flow of learning and
teaching.

Enquiry learning approach emphasizes students’ initiative to find out the answers by
themselves. In order to equip students with better prior knowledge and arouse their
learning interest, a simple learning task about the concentration camp is devised as
pre-lesson preparation. During the in-class enquiry activities, students have to study
different kinds of sources for completing the enquiry tasks. Guidelines would be
given to students with different abilities. Sources are modified to cater for learner
diversity. After the lesson, post-lesson reflective work is also important to consolidate
students’ understanding of the lessons.

By adopting the enquiry learning approach, students have become active learners
as most of them can participate in lessons. Students with different abilities can play
a proper role in their collaborative work. For example, students with good compre-
hension ability can study the written sources while students with good geographical
sense can study maps.

On the whole, the trial lessons did provide me an opportunity to review my teaching
plans and strategies in the past. Through them, students can also experience
different learning methods and enrich their learning outcome in history class.

“PW
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Teachers’ reflections
Mr IP Kai-yiu Kelvin*

| was very grateful to have various opportunities to work closely with other schools.
Given the challenges posed, the collaboration with Tuen Mun Government Second-
ary School in implementing the tryout teaching plans of the Revised Curriculum
Framework of History (Secondary 1-3) was a significant one. | worked closely with
the teachers to seek for a better understanding of their students, so as to give more
appropriate advice and suggestions. After careful considerations, we decided to
arouse S1 students’ curiosity to study the topic of History, culture and heritage of
early Hong Kong region. A more student-centred teaching strategy was adopted and
the flow of the lessons was also planned in a very detailed way. Students enjoyed the
lessons with fruitful knowledge gained. The experience is encouraging, and indeed
inspiring. Enquiry learning approach serves as an effective teaching strategy in
driving students to be active learners. Since professional dialogues and interactions
always bring about new thoughts and enhance teachers’ professionalism, | treasure
this experience to work with the tryout school.

*Now the Curriculum Development Officer, PSHE Section, EDB

<.

Teachers’ reflections
Ms KWOK Miu-yin

The main objective of the trial lesson is to enable our students to understand the
different lifestyles of the early residents in Hong Kong through the enquiry approach.
To achieve the above objective, teaching strategies like self-regulated learning and
cooperative learning are adopted. Before the lesson, students are required to
complete the pre-lesson task by using their prior knowledge. Sometimes, students
finish the assignment by self-access learning. During the lesson, skill and knowledge
building is implemented through group work. Each group has to study different
sources to identity the four ethnic groups. In this learning activity, students have to
engage in enquiry and collaboration. At the end, students from different groups need
to present their findings. To consolidate their learning, students are asked to
complete the post-lesson task by using the knowledge they have learnt in the lesson.

In view of the ever-changing society and the world, equipping our students with basic
historical knowledge and skills to meet challenges is essential. By using the enquiry
approach to study history, students’ historical skills and generic skills for further
studies and life situation can be developed. As students have to engage in
student-centred and enquiry-based learning throughout the lesson, students’ generic
skills such as critical thinking skills and problem-solving skills are cultivated. For
example, in the lesson, students have to analyse different types of information,
including pictures, charts and maps in order to find out the answers. This requires
various skills. Since the students have diverse abilities, group work seems to be an
appropriate strategy to enable the students to learn effectively. In fact, all groups can
work together and complete the task successfully through cooperative learning.
Throughout the lesson, it was observed that most of the students actively participat-
ed in the learning activities. They were willing to express their ideas in class and
finish all learning tasks. As a whole, students have learnt how to cooperate with their
peers, produce the collective work and solve the problems by themselves.

Hm
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Teachers’ reflections

Ms YEUNG Sau-fung*

By developing students’ global perspective, History enables students to link up the
major happenings of the past and present so that they can have a better understand-
ing of the world today. However fascinating History as a school subject to our
teachers, it is still a challenge to make it interesting to our students. To facilitate the
implementation of the revised S1-3 History curriculum, our school is one of the tryout
schools to pursue changes in pedagogies for enhancing the learning and teaching of
History. As such, for the benefits of students, experiences with use of various
pedagogies to arouse students’ interests in learning History have been widely
shared in our professional group such as seminars and workshops.

To integrate e-Learning in the learning and teaching of History is one of the ways to
make History lessons more interesting. Adopting various educational “apps” makes
history lessons more interactive. It was observed that students were more engaged
in the learning process. For instance, in the topic “Internal factors for the outbreak of
the American Revolution”, students can poll whether they agree or disagree with the
British rule in the 13 North American colonies since the mid-18th century. Teachers
can collect and show students’ instant online responses, ask them some follow-up
questions and invite them to explain more about their options. Students are guided
to share more and develop a deeper understanding of the historical facts, as well as
enhance their critical thinking skills.

After the trial lessons, we deeply believe that with the joint efforts of history teachers
in developing various pedagogies, both students and teachers are entering a new
page of learning history in a more vivid and interesting way.

*Now the Principal of Carmel Bunnan Tong Memorial Secondary School




