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nwes  Drain Growth and
Development

The first three years of life are a period of growth in the human brain. A three-year-old's
brain Is twice as active as an adult’'s! Ways to enrich a toddler’s brain and stimulate synaptic
connections Include having back-and-forth conversations, singing, reading, and playing together.
Interactions with other humans, of lnv age, are a better method of stimulating a chiid’s brain

watching television!

Brain Growth Stages

From around age 10 and above Frontal lobe duties

most brain changes serve to Improve function of the
more sophisticated and versatile Eavilighrnal
Memory

Language
Impulsa control

Educators rely on the young brain’s plasticity
-~ Its ability lo bc molded by m
to teach school-age children,
learned information, such as the lpnl!mg of
words or multiplication tables, will form synaptic
those

Synaptogenesis, the formation of connections
between synapses that started in the

‘womb, continues throughout childhood

and into aduithood.

critical in the transition

Between
Rge 138 15

brain size and function increase, especially|
in motor and spatial tion
areas of

About age 17

the brain goes through a second

Incresss In. stee Kok, s do nwblr:::z:mmwua'm“
the

ing
their synaptic connections to into the bioodstream that will cause other organs
rest of the brain. Final adult brain to secrete hormones of their own — glving way to sexual
and

weight of 1300 - 14009 (3 Ibs.) is
reached in the late teens.
By age 18

thmuq periodic pnmlﬂq mbrun\;mddmgd

"% rons -~ the number of

lvnlpﬂslu an 1Msmmusmmm
e%i\ 1000 trillion to 500 trillion
- Ihe same number that an B-month-old baby has!
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Abstract

This manuscript focuses on the various ways that the gifted label hinders the field of gifted
and talented education (GATE) from progressing into a more inclusive and equitable field.
Specifically, this manuscript outlines how (a) the social status that the gifted label confers
is problematic for achieving equity within GATE, (b) how the gifted label impedes the
ability of GATE programs to meet the real-time advanced academic needs of a more
diverse group of students, and (c) how the gifted label encourages the perspective that
gifted ability is general in nature (as opposed to domain-specific), which results in many
students from underrepresented groups getting fewer opportunities to receive advanced
academic services.
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