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Tuen Mun Catholic Secondary School

School Profile

Established in 1981
Situated in Tuen Mun

Run 3 classes of English as the medium of instructions for
most of the subjects and a class of English as the medium
of instructions for core subjects since the Third Cycle of
the fine-tuning policy.

Language Across Gurriculum Committee was established
in 2011.




N R SR

Tuen Mun Catholic Secondary School

Components in our English Language
Curriculum

Language & Culture

Learning
Experiences Outside

Language Across

Curriculum
HE O

Values Education + Self-directed
Catholic Values Learning Projects

Integrated
Approaches in 4
skills
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Tuen Mun Catholic Secondary School

Activities Enhancing Creativity and Critical Thinking of

More Able Students

1. English Debating Team

2. English Talent Show

3. English Musical

4. English Magazine ‘Tuenteenians’
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Pushing Beyond Students’ Limits
through English Debating

By Dr. Yeung Wai Nga
The Teacher-in-charge of English Debating Team,
Tuen Mun Catholic Secondary School
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Tuen Mun Catholic Secondary School

About TMCSS English Debating Team

Established in 2010
Major Awards in Inter-School English Debating Competitions:

Year Award
2022-23 | 1st Runner-up in Hong Kong Secondary School Debating Competition Term 1
2018-19 | 2" Runner-up in The 34t Sing Tao Inter-School English Debating Competition
2013-14 | Champion in Hong Kong Secondary School Debating Competition Term 2
2012-13 | The 3 Runner-up in the 3 WYK Inter-School Debating Tournament
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Tuen Mun Catholic Secondary School

Paradigm Shift of our English
Debating Training
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Phase 1 (2010-2014)

Recruitment of Members:

> Invite English teachers to nominate F.4 to F.5
students with High English proficiency.

Training Mode:
> Adopted Top-Down Training Mode

> The coach played the dominant role in analyzing the motions and
generating arguments.

> All arguments and rebuttals were prepared
in advance.



NN A -
Tuen Mun Catholic Secondary School

Advantages and Limitations of Top-Down Approach

Advantages:
> High Efficiency in Training
> Fluency of Debaters’ delivery was guaranteed.

Limitations:
> Confined to Senior Form High-achievers in English
> Lacking Spontaneity

> Not Conducive to their development in critical
thinking
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Our Turning Point (2014-15) :
Getting in Touch with British Parliamentary Debating

In 2014, two of our debaters were enlisted the Pre-quarter finalists in
the HK British Parliamentary Debating Championship 2014, an
impromptu debating competition.

Inspired by the competition, we introduced the format of
British Parliamentary (BP) Format into our debating
training and organized the

1st Inter-Class British Parliamentary Debating
Tournament in 2014, involving classes from F.2 to F.4.



Our Turning Point (2014-15) :
Getting in Touch with British Parliamentary Debating

In 2014, two of our debaters were enlisted
the Pre-quarter finalists in the HK British
Parliamentary Debating Championship
2014, an impromptu debating competition.

Inspired by the competition, we introduced the
format of British Parliamentary (BP) Format
into our debating training and organized the

1%t Inter-Class British Parliamentary Debating
Tournament in 2014, involving classes from F.2

to F.4.
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Phase 2 (2015-Now) Recruitment of Members:
> An Audition for All F.1 students is held in early September every

« Training Mode: year to recruit novice English debaters.

>Bottom-Up Approach:
« Debaters analyze the motion and brainstorm ideas on their own.

« A Mock Debate is held with the non-participants of the competition serving as the shadow team.
Advice is given by the coach after the mock debate.

« Senior form debaters serve as mini-coaches to train junior debaters
>Root-Cause Analysis:

« Brainstorm ideas from the keyword of the motion.

« Adopting the “Clash” approach to summarize the debate
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-
E.g. This House Would ban the poor from gambling. -
Step 1: Ask students to brainstorm ideas from keywords of the motion. HOW to develop Crltlcal
E.g. : The poor : people with lower income — make ends meet Th | nkl ng Skl I IS th rough
gambling: going to casinos / bet on horse-racing Root Cause Ana IVS'S ?

playing mahjong/playing card games with family members?
ban: ban all or some of the gambling activities?
Step 2: Generate arguments from these ideas depending on the stance.
E.g.: Necessity to ban the poor from gambling:
People with lower income have to make ends meet — the ban on gambling protect them
from financial problems (affirmative)
People with lower income cannot afford other entertainment e.g. travelling abroad — banning gambling
deprive them of pastimes. (negative)
Effectiveness of the ban
Banning all gambling activities will prevent the poor from putting themselves into debt. (Affirmative)
Banning official gambling activities will trigger the rise of underground/illegal gambling which will make
the problem more serious. (negative)
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Advantages of Bottom-Up Approach

Advantages:

> Debaters’ critical thinking skills have improved significantly.

> English debating is extended to students of all forms and proficiency levels

> Remarkable progress is seen in debaters’ listening and oral skills.

> Sustainable development of debating team is seen with senior debaters assisting in

coaching junior debaters.

Case Study: Debater Y

Extract A is Debater Y’s speech in her first English debating competition.
Extract B is Debater Y’s speech in her last English debating competition.
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Establishing Alliances with Secondary
Schools in the New Territories
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Tuen Mun Catholic Secondary School

New Territories Joint-School British Parliamentary Debating
Tournament (NTJSBP)

> Launched in 2016

> Purpose: to facilitate exchange in English
debating with schools in the New Territories

> The 5t NTJSBP will be resumed in June after
the four-year suspension due to pandemic.
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English Talent Show (since 2008)
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Objectives:

1.
2.
3.

to enhance the English environment of the school, using the good works of students for
exemplary purposes

to display the talents in students, and through an osmotic process, boost the confidence of
students by giving them a sense of pride and success

to inform the parents of the language arts curriculum by means of the performances
rehearsed by the students outside school hours

to allow English teachers to experiment with the curriculum, to stretch their talents in the
fostering of the electives in the formal and informal curriculum

to encourage public speaking which is integrated with other language skills in the
performance
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Consolidate students’ learning by
a rehearsed show or a short film

. T F.3 Chinese . F.5 Social Issues
F.1 Choral Speaking Cholate Factory Cinderelta [Film] F.4 Wonder [Film] s [
[Drama / Film] ‘
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Tips for running Talent shows

O Invite external adjudicators (NET teachers from other primary and secondary schools)

O Run a production meeting and rehearsals with student production manager

O Prepare props and costumes

O Plan earlier

O Seek help from Gampus TV members / General Office

O Award students (The Most Outstanding Award, The Most Popular Performance Award) with
trophies

O Involve students in choosing the best performance

O Invite others teachers especially class teachers to the show

O Include panel members in different roles
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Tuen Mun Catholic Secondary School

English Musical ince 2012
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Some heliefs:

> Our students may not be very competitive speakers but they must be
talented in some aspects.

> Students like being praised especially a round of applause from
audiences.

> Our students are willing to try and practise industriously if they are
very interested in some activities.

> Teachers are the facilitators.

> Learning by doing or activities could enhance their academic
proficiency

> The love of English is developed when learning with a purpose.

> A group of students make things possible.

> All students are teachable and what they need is a chance.
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English Musical — to make dreams come true

Love Never Dies St Francis of Assisi Graduation Hyenas
(2012) (2014) (2016) (2018)
|__25th School Anniversary >
Day and Night Musical Madness The Crown
(2013) (2015) (2019)

To Love or Not to Love
(2017)
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Characteristics of musical members:

v" (Caring or being cared

v" Energetic

v" Not fluent in English VS confident speaker
v" A strong sense of belongings

Good at or passionate in:
Acting

Singing

Dancing

Creative writing
Expressing themselves
Working in groups

AV YNNI NN
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Strategies in running musical performances

> To provide opportunities for public performances

> To run a show for both Hong Kong Schools Drama Festival and an annual production

> To invite audiences outside school

> To keep good relationship with students

> To practise and give instructions by using the target language

> To meet students regularly

> To contact alumni for sharing their experience with new members or even coaching them

> To consider carefully if service providers are better than running the shows with school English teachers

> To work collaboratively with other departments (Music teachers, Visual art teachers, IT technicians, Campus
v..)

> To show workload with teachers in English Department

> To use Life Wide Learning fund

> To start from smaller steps

> To work with a group of passionate teachers and students
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We dream a dream
Risks, Changes and Opportunities

> Sustainability
> Creativity

> Availability

> Possibility

> Responsibility
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What we value ...

- Learner autonomy
- Students’ ownership
- Career taster



Typhoon Club
Writing Programme

co—
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Background

- Allowed students to make good use of their time
during special holiday without going out

- Trained students’ thinking and writing skills through
works they can ‘own’

- AMllowed F3 to F5 students with good English to have a
taste of journalism
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What students did in the programme

- Input from tutor

- Students wrote on a different topic every week
independently (travelling, kayaking, cuisine)

- Students could do their own research

- Article was edited by Typhoon Club and included in the
individual magazine for each student
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Advantages (4 Mores)

- More interesting because the topics are diverse and relatable

- More challenging because students need to learn something new before writing

- More satisfying because students can own a magazine solely by themselves

- More effective because students are more serious about their work
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Dos & Dont’s
v Target only those who love writing and can commit

v  Ensure students submit work before deadline

v Make sure they understand they are going to ‘own’
their works and hence the importance of originality



Tuenteenians
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Background

- Edited by Editoral Board of the English Society with
help from other interested students (e.g. cover design)

- Revival of our school tradition

- Gelebrated school anniversary



Contents

- Students from
different forms
are allowed to
choose to write
on the topics they
like



Debate on Social Media



Popular Culture
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Dos & Dont’s

v Be flexible about the topic students can choose (interview/design/proofreading) and
length of contribution

v Encourage contribution from everyone through online platform (Padlet)
v Early and clear division of labour

v Regular meeting with students to keep teachers posted

v Allow time for teachers to proofread the whole draft

v  Look for layout design/printing company early
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What can we do more?

- (Gifted students may have strong leadership skills which we
can make use of take away some of teachers’ workload (e.g.
during meeting)
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The great journey continues...
Intercultural and Immersion Programme

Easter Fiesta English Ambassadors and Courtesy Ambassadors

Speech Festival Tai 0 Cultural Excursion

_ Lunchtime broadcasting Programme
Musical _
_ _ Spelling Bees

Debating New Zealand and Singapore Study Tour

Spellathon _

_ ey o English Talent Show

English Magazine ‘Tuenteenians Readers’ Theatre _ _ _
Science in Action

Cultural Fair Book Fair Christmas Carnival



