
Gifted Education School Network 2023/24

S.K.H. Yan Laap Memorial Primary School

Enhancing Students’ Higher-order 

Thinking Skills through Effective 

Use of Tiered Questioning



01 02 03

04 05

Table of contents

School background Our English 
Department

Details of the 
try-out lesson

Outcome: Students’ 
work & performance

Reflections and way 
forward



School 

background

01



Location

Major concern (1): Christianised positive education 
- Promoting positive education through creating a positive learning

environment

- Developing initiative in learning among students and their positive

learning attitudes

- Located on Kwai Chung Estate

- Serving kids from diversified family backgrounds with different 
levels of learning support 

Our school 

Major concern (2): Curriculum optimisation
- Advancing FIP (Formative Instructional Practices) to enhance

learning and teaching



Gifted Education 

Our school 

- Class streaming: 3 express classes, 2 average classes (P.3 to 6)

- Express classes: more enrichment and challenges

- Average classes: more learning support

-  School-based Student Talent Pool

-  Pull-out programmes: e.g. YLM CEO Programme

- Off-school support: HKAGE, tertiary institutes



Our English Department
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Curriculum design

- Levelled materials: 

 teaching PowerPoints set with tiered questions 

 graded writing tasks and notebooks

 enrichment materials for more able classes and 

students 



Tiered Questions 

For express classes For average classes

Q: Did Jason give up when he 

couldn’t find a suitable oil 

painting class? 

A: No, he signed up for a 

watercolour class instead. 

Text

Jason: I’ve just signed up for a 
watercolour class on 
Saturday afternoons.  
Actually, I’d rather join an oil 
painting class, but I can’t find 
a suitable one. 

Q1a: Did Jason change to Cathy’s 

art class after her sharing? 

Q1b: What do you think about 

Jason? 

A. He is persistent in his own 

decision.

B. He’s brave to try new things. 

C. He had commitment in his 

decision.

D. He easily changed his plan.    



Graded Notebooks

For express classes For average classes



Pull-out programmes

- English Ambassador Team

- English Drama Team

- Reading Buddy Scheme



Details of the 

try-out lesson
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Students’ profile

Characteristics:

Language proficiency:
Class size:
Level: Primary 4

33

Learning motivation:

Family support:
energetic & talkative



Lesson background

Topic: 

No. of lessons:

The Good Old Days

1 lesson 1 lesson 3 lessons 4 lessons 3 lessons

Vocabulary 1st reading 2nd reading + 3rd reading Grammar Writing

12



Lesson background

Learning 
objectives:

1. summarise each section of the reading text;
2. answer the summative questions by 

applying the summarising skills; 
3. appreciate the hard work of the past 

generations; 
4. be aware of the value of heritage 

conservation; 
5. present on a carnival booth combining the 

traditional and new elements.



Lesson flow

Presentation on a 
Carnival Booth Design

Super Summarisers

Value Education



Pre-task

Visiting the 
Museum of 

History/ Heritage 
Museum

Interviewing an 
elder

Online research



(A photo of chicken biscuits)



(A photo of 

rickshaw)





Teacher’s demonstration

(An extract from the textbook)



Teacher’s demonstration

(An extract from the textbook)



Students’ group work

(An extract from the textbook)





Lesson flow

Presentation on a 
Carnival Booth Design

Super Summarisers

Value Education



Lesson background

Learning 
objectives:

1. summarise each section of the reading text;
2. answer the summative questions by 

applying the summarising skills; 
3. appreciate the hard work of the past 

generations; 
4. be aware of the value of heritage 

conservation; 
5. present on a carnival booth combining the 

traditional and new elements.



03 – Values Education



03 – Values Education

Can we keep the old games or toys 

and make them more suitable/ 

attractive to people nowadays? 



Lesson flow

Presentation on a 
Carnival Booth Design

Super Summarisers

Value Education



Student’s 

work



Student’s 

work



Peer evaluation



Peer evaluation



Conclusion

We can keep the traditional 

treasure and introduce them to 

the world with our creativity!



Homework



Ways to cater for students’ various learning needs

Tiered questioning

Remember, 
Understand, 

Apply

Lower-ability Higher-ability

Having a role in 
group discussion

Develop a sense 
of ownership 

through 
contribution

Tiered questioning

Analyse, 
Evaluate, Create 

Heterogenous
grouping

Learn through 
teaching others





Outcome: 

Students’ work 

& performance 
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Becoming active thinkers

Lv3: Apply

Student’s 

work



Becoming active thinkers
Q: How did you come up with the idea of putting two 
topics together?

A: Two groupmates wanted to do “children’s games” 
and two groupmates wanted to do “snacks” so we 
decided to do both.

Lv5: Evaluate

Q: How big would the ding ding sweet be for them to break?

Q: How many pieces do they need to break it into?



Does it mean lower-ability 

students cannot answer high-

order thinking questions?



Sophie’s sharing
Q1: What did you see there?
A1: I see a rickshaw.

Q2: Can you tell us more about a rickshaw?
A2: The rich always…er…go out…em…by rickshaw.

Q3: What do we use now instead of rickshaws?
A3: Bus, taxi and car… private…

Q4: Have you found out why we don’t use rickshaws anymore now?
A4: It is too small and too slow. And it cannot go too far.

Q5: Do you find it useful?
A5: I doesn’t think it’s useful but ...

Lv1: Remember

Lv2: Understand

Lv4: Analyse

Lv4: Analyse
Lv5: Evaluate



(A photo of 

rickshaw)



Does it mean lower-ability students 

cannot answer high-order thinking 

questions?

No! Preparation work 

helps. :)



Heterogenous grouping x Assigning roles

(A video of student discussion)



Reflections and 

way forward
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GE: General English with Gifted Education

 Adoption of more modes of Differentiated Instructions  

(learning environment, content, process, product)

 Adaptation of current learning and teaching materials:

- tiered questioning for different classes: LOT to HOT or HOT?!

- More room for more able students to excel 

e.g. anchor activities, choice board, little teacher etc

- More L & T materials to foster 3Cs

 Teacher training: sharing of knowledge and experience



Thanks!


