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English Panel

Existing policy/ practice to cater for learner diversity

Split groups for all F.1 classes

One group (16 students) of high achievers in F.2

Core and optional elements in SOWs

A variety of assignments (e.g. poster design, pamphlet making, infographics,
drama, lyrics writing, etc)

Extra remedial materials and challenging materials are available for students on
Google Classrooms

Debating teams and MUN teams for high achievers

Individual consultation sessions for students who score the lowest in writing

practices %



Through the tryout, we would like to ...
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explore the possibility and
feasibility of flexible grouping
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provide students with the
opportunity to evaluate their
peer’s work and learn from
each other, hence creating a
supportive learning
atmosphere
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stretch the potential of

more able students by
giving them more
challenging tasks



Debate speech writing -

Motion: Space exploration is a waste of money.



Unit Design

« Ingroups, students use the

Post-lesson

* Groups finalize

Before the lesson, ‘Claim-Support-Question’ ,
students had: thinking routine to generate their paragraphs
» learnt about the arguments for or against the based on the
structure of a motion feedback
debate speech » Each group drafts a main * Teachers
and the use of » paragraph for the debate speech » comment on
rhetorical using the ideas from the ‘C-S-0Q° students’ work
devices thinking routine o Students write
+ completed a * Each group passes their the other
research paragraph to two other groups for paragraphs of
feedback their debate
worksheet about . ,
space . Groupg clarify feedback.zf needed speech
by asking for more details from individually

exploration peers



Pre-lesson materials

Using Evidence Effectively

Building Persuasive Arguments

An argument in a debate is a reason or set of reasons that supports your team’s stance on the motion.
A strong argument must be:

e clear (easy to understand)

e |ogical (makes sense and flows well)

e supported by evidence (facts, examples, expert opinions, or anecdotes)

To form a strong argument, follow the PEEL method:

P - Point: Clearly state the main point of your argument

E — Explain: Expand on your point and explain why it is important

E - Evidence: Provide evidence to support your explanation

L - Link back to the motion: Show how your point supports your team’s stance

Example
Motion: Homework should be banned.

Proposition:

P (Point) Our first argument is that homework causes unnecessary stress for students.

E (Explain) Students already spend long hours in school. When they are forced to do additional work at
home, they have little time for rest, family, or hobbies. This leads to burnout.

Consider the following argument:

Homework should be banned because my friends don’t like it.

Does this argument sound convincing? Why or why not?

Convincing arguments need strong evidence and logical reasoning.

Types of Evidence in Debate Speeches

Types of evidence

What it is

Example

Facts and statistics

Numerical data or information that
is objective and verifiable

Studies show that students spend an
average of three hours on homework daily.

Examples

Real-life or hypothetical scenarios
that illustrate the argument

In Finland, students spend less time on
homework and still achieve high academic
results.

Expert opinions

Ideas and quotes from credible
authorities on the subject

According to Dr. Smith, an education
researcher at the University of Cambridge,
excessive homework can lead to burnout.

E (Evidence) | In a 2022 survey by Stanford University, 78% of students said they feel stressed because of
homework, and 56% reported physical symptoms like headaches and sleep problems.

L (Link) This clearly shows that homework is harmful to students’ well-being and should be banned.
Opposition:

P (Point) Our first argument is that homework is essential for reinforcing what students learn in class.

E (Explain) In school, teachers often introduce new topics, but there isn’t always enough time to

practice them. Homework allows students to review and apply what they’ve learned, which
helps them retain knowledge better.

E (Evidence) | According to a report by the National Education Association, students who regularly
complete homework perform 20% better on tests than those who don’t.

L (Link) This highlights the importance of homework in improving academic performance, and
therefore, it should not be banned.

Common Mistakes When Presenting Arguments

e Lack of evidence: Arguments without evidence are weak and unconvincing. Always support your
points with facts, examples, or expert opinions.

s Wrong choice of evidence: Check that the evidence is not outdated or based on unreliable sources.

e Lack of logic: Make sure that the evidence really supports your arguments.

« Forgetting to link back to the motion: Make sure to show how your argument supports your team’s
stance.

Anecdotes Short, relevant personal or real- My cousin stopped enjoying school because
world stories that make the she had to do five hours of homewaork every
argument relatable and engage the | night.
audience

Exercise

Argument: Social media improves communication.
Write down the type of evidence in the first column.

Type Evidence

During the COVID-19 pandemic, social media platforms like Zoom, WhatsApp, and
Facebook became essential tools for families and friends who were unable to meet in
person. People used video calls, group chats, and social media posts to stay connected
and share updates about their lives.

| remember when my cousin moved to another country for school, and we thought it
would be difficult to stay in touch. But through social media platforms like Instagram
and WhatsApp, we were able to share pictures, talk regularly, and keep our
relationship strong despite the distance.

According to a 2023 report by Statista, over 4.9 billion people worldwide use social
media, with 91% of users stating that it helps them stay connected with friends and
family across the globe.

Dr. John Smith, a professor of Digital Communication at Harvard University, states,
‘Social media platforms have revolutionized the way we interact by breaking down
barriers of time and space. They allow individuals to maintain both personal and

professional relationships more effectively than ever before.’




Pre-lesson materials

Key milestones

Definition
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Please complete the mind maps given to you by visiting the following websites and viewing the videos. You can also
look for information on other reliable webpages.
Deadline: 10/3 (Mon) - You must bring your completed worksheet to the English lesson.

AT T 1
l‘! Space exploration | History, ... .._..; space exploration - Student...
https://www.britannica.com/scienc :; . https://kids.britannica.com/student
- - ?J,‘ Top 10 Space Agencies in th... Just a moment...
— https://www.godigit.com/guides/sg https://spaceinsider.tech/2023/11/
Why Go to Space - NASA = The History of the Space Ra...
Why G to https://www.nasa.gov/humans-in-s| https://education.nationalgeograph

Space?

Can space exploration be e... oo el B2 Here's how space technolo...

Iheme, says this sxpert Hera's

https://www.sciencefocus.com/scit how https://www.weforum.org/stories/2

FY 2025 Budget Request - ...
https://www.nasa.gov/fy-2025-budc

The Value of NASA (2024 St...

YouTube video * 3 minutes

What's the Point of Space E...
YouTube video * 6 minutes

Is space exploration worth t...
YouTube video * 3 minutes

Space Sustainability: The E...
YouTube video * 5 minutes



Open class

t
ion: M=, Differentiated instructional strategies deployed:
Duration: - < : . :
ﬁ 70 minutes - @ Grouping by ability levels — 3 elite groups, 6

heterogeneous group (average and weaker students)

Lesson objectives :

p

N By the end of the lesson, students are able to...
W e

_ < identify and apply different types of evidence in argumentation

<+ write one main paragraph of a debate speech that contains a claim and supporting
evidence

Skills < use Claim-Support-Question to generate ideas for debate speech content

< provide constructive feedback on peers’ writing

< develop critical thinking and collaborative skills when working in groups

Attitude
< respect and value peer feedback during group interactions



Lead-in and Teacher Input

Teacher briefly goes over the worksheet that
students completed on space exploration and elicits
key points students previously learned about space
exploration

Teachers display the motion ‘Space exploration is a
waste of money’ and asks students to use
Mentimeter to anonymously share their thoughts
about the motion

Teachers introduce the ‘Claim-Support-Question’
thinking routine and review the types of evidence

(e.g. statistics, examples, expert opinions)

Space exploration is a waste of money,.

M Mentimeter




Group work

« Students are divided into 9 groups:
« 3 groups of higher-ability students

* 6 heterogeneous groups comprising average and below-average students

SUPPORT

CLAIM

that explains your
stance?

What is an ARGUMENT

What EVIDENCE is there to
support your claim?
Give at least TWO pieces of
evidence.

CLAIM-SUPPORT-QUESTION

Stance: Space exploration is / is not a waste of money.

QUESTIONS

What questions do you

still have? What further

issues does your claim
raise?

CLAIM-SUPPORT-QUESTION

Stance: Space exploration is / is not a waste of money.

CLAIM

What is an ARGUMENT
that explains your
stance?

SUPPORT

What EVIDENCE is there to
support your claim?
Give at least ONE piece of
evidence.

QUESTIONS

What questions do you
still have? What further
issues does your claim

raise?

Cards with claims — given to students if necessary

Space exploration brings countries together and
advances science.

Space exploration leads to new ideas and
technologies that help society.

Space exploration could help solve problems that
threaten Earth’s future.

For elite groups

For other groups

All groups draft a paragraph for their debate speech using the completed organizer.

Space exploration creates jobs and helps grow the
economy.

The billions spent on space exploration could be used
to solve important problems on Earth, such as
poverty, healthcare, and education.

Space exploration harms the environment instead of
solving urgent environmental problems on Earth.

Space missions are costly and give little immediate
benefit to people.




Group work

The task allows gifted learners to take on more challenging
roles (generating claims and using more evidence types)

Heterogeneous grouping ensures collaboration and peer
learning among students of varying abilities.

The graphic organizer scaffolds the task, ensuring all
students can structure their ideas systematically.



Peer Feedback

 Each group passes their paragraph to two other groups for
feedback.

 Itis arranged that the work of each average group will be reviewed
by one elite group and one average group.

« Mixed-level feedback fosters mutual respect and collaboration
between elite and average groups.



. Peer Feedback

2% Peuy feedback -

FEEDBACK FROM:

FEEDBACK FROM:

FEEDBACK FOR: FEEDBACK FOR:

EWW {:,WW O facts and statistics

1.Can the evidence

s o What type(s) of D) examples
support the claim evidence is/are used in O expert opinions
effectively?

Y the paragraph? (D anecdotes
2.How can it be
improved?

3.Can you suggest
another piece of
evidence that can
be added?

Perpuaniveness
PW 1.Do you agree with
the argument?
WW 2.What makes the
paragraph
persuasive?

1.What persuasive
devices are used?

2.Are they effective?

3.How can they be
improved?

W STRENGTHS AREAS FOR IMPROVMENT 4

Suggest how the
paragraph can be
Co-lh!hfl]l} improved.

Summarise the

What other evidence
strengths and
weaknesses of the can be added to R
paragraph (e.g. its support the claim?

structure, coherence,
length, choice of
words).

For elite groups For other groups



Revision and wrap-up

Groups clarity feedback by asking for more details
from peers.

They then revise their paragraphs based on the
feedback received from peers, and submit the finalized
paragraphs when they are ready.



Students’ performance

Students were engaged in the tasks, though it took
longer than expected for them to finish writing the
paragraph.

Elite groups were able to give constructive feedback,
while some average groups offered only brief
comments.

The students noticed the differences in their
worksheets and questioned why their tasks were not
the same.
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Reflections and Way Forward

- With flexible grouping and differentiated tasks, higher
achievers can be challenged to maximize their potential while
also offering support to other students.

 However, organizing such lessons regularly is difficult due to
the limited size of standard classrooms.

« Students and parents may raise concerns about fairness

regarding differences in worksheets or assigned tasks.



@ Reflections and Way Forward

« English Panel — future plans

Ensure that each school term includes at least one activity
involving flexible grouping and differentiated tasks to cater to
diverse student needs.

Explore strategies to maximize the potential of high-achieving
students in everyday lessons. For example, appoint them as
“student-teachers” to explain grammar concepts or text features to
their classmates, rather than solely encouraging participation in

competitions or school teams.





