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The Award

The Hong Kong Budding Poets (English) Award |s a terrdtony-wide competition
open 10 local primary, secondary, International and ESF schools. t was organised
by the Hong Kong Academy for Glfted Educatlon and supported by Gifted
Education Sectlon of the Education Bureau. Hang Seng Management College was
commissioned to hold the competition, adudication and related tralning workshops
for the second year In a row. The compeiiion alms 1o provide a platform for mone
able students of English to extend thelr Imagination and passlon for writing and
engage them In further tralning In poetry writing. It also serves as a channel for
teachers to recognize and ldendfy students glifted in English leaming.

Workshops

To better equip particlpants with some key skills that would asslist them In thelr
writing, several workshops were hosted by the academic staff of Hang Seng
Management College. Primary students could participate In Poetry Through
Dramatic Performance, which almed to enhance thelr abllity 1o recognise the real-llie
stories that may be hidden within poems. Secondary students wene offered Thinking
Through Poetry, which focused on how the medlum of postry should address
challenges In nature and technolody.

Adjudication

Eniries were assessed on orginality, use of language, ariistic gualliles, exprassion
of the theme and construction. After 2 rounds of prellminary and final adjudication
by frontiine English languags teachers, poets, writers andfor academics In the field
of poetry and creative writing, at most 20 entres from the Primary, Secondary and
Cipen Sectlons were recommended for awards.

ward Geremony
On 28 May 2018, a Joint award ceremony and educational event were hald to crown
the winners and commemorate the work of all the finallsts. The educational event
comprised a speclally deslgned postry workshop hosted by guest lecturer, Dr
Jason Poliey of Hong Kong Bapikst University, The award ceremony was attended
by students, parents, representatives from the Education Bureau and the Hong

Kong Academy for Gifted BEducation, as well as staff from Hang Seng Management
College. The speeches In the previous section were taken from this event.

A Note on the Themes

The themes for this year's competitlon were selected In order to allow the students
as much freedom as posslble while providing them with some Insplration at the
outset of thelr poetry wiiting jJourney. The chosen themes were:

Roads and Joumeys
Me, the Earth, the Unkerse
Human of Machine

These 3 themes fell under the overall title ghven to this anthology. “Of our Time".
While some may tell storles of personal struggle and some may address maljor

giobal Issues, we hope you wil agree that all of these poems represent snapshots of

our time.
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