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Preface 

The Department of English is privileged to lead and adjudicate the Hong 

Kong Budding Poets (English) Award 2024/25. We are thrilled to announce 

that we have received an amazing 1,128 submissions from numerous primary 

schools, secondary schools, and open sessions across Hong Kong. This 

year’s competition theme, “Heritage: Culture, Folklore, and Festival,” 

promises a celebration of artistic diversity and cultural richness within our 

community. We commend everyone for their tireless efforts and extend our 

deepest appreciation to our colleagues for their dedication as adjudicators. 

In the evolving landscape of poetry, a new chapter is being written as 

visionary poets embrace the possibilities offered by artificial intelligence. 

Over the past two years, we have witnessed a convergence of human 

ingenuity and technological innovation, leading to the creation of 

mesmerising poems that transcend conventional boundaries. Artists and 

digital poets like Es Devlin, Ross Goodwin, and Stephanie Strickland have 

been at the forefront of this exploration, utilising AI tools to push the 

boundaries of traditional poetic expression and redefine the very essence of 

poetry in the digital age. While AI can serve as a powerful catalyst for 

creativity, it is essential to underscore the importance of understanding the 

core tenets of poetry and the criteria that define true creativity. The Four-

Criterion Construct of Creativity, as elucidated by Kharkhurin’s model, 

emphasises attributes such as novelty, utility, aesthetics, and authenticity as 

pillars of creative expression. We are proud to witness how the talented 

recipients of the Hong Kong Budding Poets (English) Award have 

skillfully adopted these principles, merging traditional poetry with modern 

artistic techniques. 

In the poem “The Ancient Dragon’s Tale” by Ng Yuen Yuen Charlie from    

Diocesan Girls' Junior School, the narrative beautifully intertwines age-old 

traditions with a fresh perspective, offering a captivating exploration of 

mys-tical dragons and vibrant festivities. With a novel approach, the poet 

skillfully transports readers into a world of incense-laden rituals and dragon 

boat races, presenting a blend of tradition and imagination that is both 

enchanting and novel, showcasing a unique voice in exploring cultural 

heritage and folklore. 
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Preface (cont.) 

“Mindless Death” by Lui Teak from Diocesan Boys' School Primary Division 

looks deep into the raw authenticity of human struggles and the 

complexities of life. Through poignant storytelling and raw emotion, the 

poet authentically portrays the profound challenges faced by the 

characters, evoking genuine empathy and reflection in the readers. The 

poem’s authenticity shines through in its honest exploration of life’s 

intricacies, capturing the essence of the human experience with striking 

clarity, making it a compelling and authentic piece that resonates with 

readers on a profound level. 

In “The Grateful Crane” by Lui Renee Deanne from Diocesan Girls' Junior 

School, the poet masterfully depicts the beauty and authenticity of a 

traditional folklore tale. Through vivid imagery and a lyrical quality, the 

poem immerses the readers in a world of love, betrayal, and redemption, 

showcasing a blend of utility and aesthetics. The graceful language and 

poignant story-telling create a rich tapestry of emotions, offering a 

profound and authentic exploration of universal themes that resonate 

deeply with the audience, making it both aesthetically pleasing and 

thematically rich. 

We take pride in seeing how the gifted winners of the Hong Kong Budding 

Poets (English) Award effectively embrace novelty, utility, aesthetics, and 

authenticity as foundational elements of their creative expression. This 

ensures that the integrity and authenticity of their poetic works are strongly 

maintained within the esteemed framework of the award. We applaud all 

participants for their commitment and creativity, and we eagerly anticipate 

the ongoing evolution of poetry in our community. 
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Ladies and gentlemen, esteemed guests, and most importantly, our talented 

young poets, 

It is my great pleasure to welcome you all to the Hong Kong Budding Poets 

(English) Award Presentation Ceremony. Today, we gather to celebrate not 

only the art of poetry but also the vibrant voices of our young writers, who 

have poured their hearts into verse. 

This year, we are thrilled to witness the competition’s remarkable scale and 

reach. We received an astounding 1,128 poem entries from 81 schools across 

Hong Kong, spanning both primary and secondary schools, as well as the 

open category. This is a testament to the growing enthusiasm for creative 

expression and the power of poetry to connect, inspire, and transform. 

The theme for this year is “Heritage,” a word that evokes memory, identity, 

and continuity. For our young poets, this theme opened doors to explore 

Festivals, Culture, and Folklore, while those in the open category had the 

freedom to interpret “heritage” in their own unique ways. The results have 

been nothing short of inspiring. These poems resonate deeply with the local 

landscape, capturing the essence of Hong Kong traditions, stories, and spirit. 

Personally, I find the topic of Festivals especially moving. Festivals are more 

than just celebrations; they are moments that connect families, friends, and 

the country. They are shared memories, bursts of joy, and bridges across 

generations and borders. In a world that often feels fragmented, festivals 

remind us of our shared humanity and the harmony that comes from 

togetherness. I encourage all our budding poets to continue using festivals 

as a poetic lens to explore connection, belonging, and joy. 
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Today, we celebrate not only the creativity of our students but also the 

success of this competition in nurturing literary talents. Each poem 

submitted is a reflection of imagination, effort, and courage.  

I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to all who made this event 

possible. I want to thank the Education Bureau, The Hang Seng University of 

Hong Kong, our dedicated adjudicators, and my colleagues for their 

unwavering support. I also want to acknowledge the passionate teachers 

who guided their students and, of course, the students themselves for their 

words, wonder, and willingness to share. 

Let us continue to celebrate poetry, heritage, and the boundless creativity 

of our youth. Congratulations to all our participants, and may your poetic 

journeys continue to flourish. 

Thank you. 


