“Supporting Strategies to Cater for the Affective and Learning Needs of Gifted/More Able

Students In and beyond the Classroom' series

The Education Bureau commissioned Dr Emily Shum, an experienced educational psychologist, to
conduct a series of professional development programmes for teachers and compile teaching and
learning resource packs (primary and secondary versions) with an aim of helping teachers
understand the diverse affective characteristics and learning needs of gifted/more able students,
enhancing teachers’ skills and strategies for caring for different types of gifted students in the
classroom, and facilitating schools in supporting gifted/ more able students systematically. The
"Supporting Strategies to Cater for the Affective and Learning Needs of Gifted/More Able Students
in and beyond the Classroom" series include three booklets:

Booklet One: Twice-exceptional Students (Gifted Students with Special Educational Needs)
Booklet Two: Gifted Underachievers
Booklet Three: Emotional and Mental Health of Gifted Students

The content of the three-booklet series corresponds to the needs of gifted students of different
categories. It not only helps teachers understand the rationale of gifted education in Hong Kong and
the general characteristics of gifted/ more able students, but also explores the unique traits of these

students. For example:

® Booklet 1 focuses on three groups: gifted/ more able students with autism, those with attention-
deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), and those with specific learning difficulties;

®  Booklet 2 addresses issues of underachievement in gifted students;

®  Booklet 3 analyses the relationship between the affective characteristics and emotional health of gifted
students, and introduces common emotional and behavioural problems of students in primary and

secondary schools

In addition, the series provides relevant identification tools to help schools and teachers with early
identification of students and to provide those in need with appropriate support. It also showcases
effective support strategies in and beyond the classroom through authentic student cases, with the
aim of encouraging different school personnel to brainstorm and develop comprehensive school-
based gifted education according to the affective and learning needs of different gifted/ more able
students.



