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WEBERWE/NE
Diocesan Boys' School Primary Division

L

We are deeply

honoured to have

participated in the

competition and progressed to the finals. The Grade 6 students from DBSPD took
part actively in discussions and presentations during training sessions before the

finals. They were exposed to many problems in various scenarios. Through team

work cooperation, they tried to understand the underlying mathematical concepts

and theories involved. Then they would discuss the tasks and solutions to resolve it. .
Mutual trust and respect were cultivated and interactions in cognition were

fostered.

The reflection from the students is that they have learnt a lot outside their normal
curriculum in preparing for the finals. Every member in the team contributed and
put in great effort to overcome the difficulties and obstacles encountered. They
also had many arguments and differences in the approach and method chosen.
After some period of training and division of labour, they learnt to come to

consensus through de bate and discussion. They also came to recognize that there
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were many different solutions possible. They learnt to foster active and positive
attitudes to tackle the problems, to review the procedure sought and the solution

found.

In presenting their findings and conclusions to the examiners in the finals, students
experienced the pressure of working under tight time constraints. They also found
the need for good skills of communicating and expressing their findings and
opinions effectively. They did an investigation of the probability of result for dice
throwing. It was a challenging task for them to finish their experiment in 30
minutes and tried to explain the results recorded. They were very excited on the
news of coming 2nd. At the same time the teachers and our students appreciated

better performance from entrants from the other school.
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ZHI S BEEARIEEL
EHIENRER St Stephen’ s College

E+1EREPFR St. Stephen’s College

Au Ting Fai

Students in our group are a little bit nervous before the game, but fortunately Mr.
Szeto comforted us. | knew that if only we could try our best, our group can
perform just fine. | thought the reason we could be the champion was mainly
because of luck, since the questions were quite difficult. But fortunately, my group
mates could finish a few difficult tasks correctly in the last 5 minutes. After the
competition, | understand that teamwork is very important, and without the team
spirit, we would never get such good grades.




E+ie=E Pt St. Stephen’s College

Mr. Szeto Yat Chun
| felt excited when | was chosen to be the teacher-in-charge of the Mathematics Team
this year. There are a number of talented and experienced students, like Dexter Chua
and Au Ting Fai who participated in the Creative Problem Solving Competition last year.
They got incredible results which | have never thought of. This year, they work together
along with Chung Ji Long and Tam Ching Nam. It was amazing to see that they can work
very well and won the Champion in the final. | was really proud of them as they shared

good teamwork and gave excellent performance.

| would say the Creative Problem Solving Competition is a competition which cannot be
drilled. When compared with the other competitions, it encourages students to think more
in Mathematics, both practically and theoretically. It also motivates students to move one
step further in Mathematics, and to learn how to explain to others when they know how

to tackle a Math problem.

In St. Stephen’s College, we always encourage students to take part in Inter-school
competitions since students can explore something new which cannot be found in the
lesson. They can find something challenging which helps them grow. But of course,
nowadays studying is really harsh and tight, | would say we don’t want our students to
spend too much time on drilling, because creativity is one of the most important elements

in their future.
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E+iE&EPR St. Stephen’s College

Dexter Chua

orkWe've got to play with the true essence of mathematics — the art of explanation.
We wed with Sierpinski triangle and carpet together with the Hausdorff dimension.
Yes! Totally irrelevant to our lives, yet fun. You don't make a Sierpinski carpet to

cover your floor — you just can't! As Paul Lockhart has said

“You don't need to make math interesting — it's already more interesting than we can
handle! And the glory of it is its complete irrelevance to our lives. That's why it's so

fun!”

Maths isn't supposed to be relevant to our lives. Mathematicians don't model the
number of bacteria in a sample - that's the biologist's work. You don't model the
profit of a shop as a function of the number of products sold by a complicated
exponential function and maximizing it with differentiation — one, you can't control

how many products you sell; two, shop managers just don't work that way!

Again, another quote from Paul Lockhart
“Here is a type of problem. Here is how to solve it. Yes it will be on the test. Do
exercises 1-35 odd for homework.” What a sad way to learn mathematics: to be a

trained chimpanzee.”
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EE+1EREPFR St. Stephen’s College

Chung Ji Long

| still can’t believe that our team got the first place in this competition. Thinking about
when our group joining this competition, we thought that we couldn’t make it to the finals,

although we had answered many questions in the heats.

| was very surprised when our team teacher told us that we had entered the finals. | was

very happy because only six groups among the hundred groups could enter the finals.

In the finals, | admitted that | did not answer many questions and really helped the group,
but | thought, we were really amazed. Among the nine questions, we only left one

unanswered. In the last part, we needed to talk to the nine judges. | thought we could chat
well with the judges, especially when | talked about the image belonging to the research

of topology geometry, as Sierpinski triangle and carpet are examples of fractals .

| hope our group can work together again after one year or two.
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E+iExEMt St. Stephen’s College

Tam Ching Nam

en | first got into to the venues of the competition, | got afraid. This was the first time
in my life that | entered a competition venue with more than 50 people. | felt like
everyone was looking at me. After we settled down, the competition started. | read the
paper. The questions were easier than | thought, so | felt much better. These questions
weren't hard to calculate, all you need to do was to read the questions and thought of a
formula to solve the problem. It was just like the problem solving that | did at school. |
felt great after the qualifying competition. It wasn't too hard after alll But when we
reached the final competition, things were getting harder. The questions were about
areas and volumes and 3-D shapes. The questions were much harder than the last time. |
couldn't understand most of the question. | read the question that | knew. Then for the rest
of the time, | sat and waited for the competition to end. The judges came in and asked us
some questions. | couldn't answer those question either. Luckily, my teammates' math were
better than mine and they answered all of the question. After this competition, | thought
we were going to loss because of me. | answered only a few questions. But then, few
weeks later, | was told that we got the Tst! | was so surprised. We weren't too bad after

all.
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