




Is it necessary for my child to take the IQ test? 
�

Intelligence tests are commonly used in Hong Kong to assess language and psychometric abilities 
(logical reasoning and spatial relationship). If the test results show that the child's intelligence level is 
higher than average, he/she will be named "gifted" (intellectually gifted). However, these intelligence tests 
do not necessarily reflect children's abilities in musical, sports, creativity and personal-social 
competence. Thus, the child's potential cannot be identified holistically by the tests. 

When parents need to know the child's intelligence quotient (IQ), they should approach registered 
psychologists to conduct the assessment. After the assessment, parents should consult the 
psychologists in order to fully understand the findings from the assessment; the meaning of the scores, 
the child's strengths and weaknesses. Do not label your child with his/her IQ for it may lead to 
misplacement or undue expectation of the child. Intelligence tests should only be used as one of the 
references to assist parents and teachers in planning for the child's learning programme. 

Parents may be happy but worried when their child is identified as gifted. 

Just be yourself and nurture your gifted child as the way things are. 

Parents need to understand the characteristics of their child and provide multiple learning 
opportunities as well as taking care of the child's affective needs. Parents may refer to the following 
web page "The Gifted Underachievers" provided by the Special Education Resource Centre, 
Education Bureau, for further information about catering for the affective needs of gifted children: 

https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/edu-system/special/resources/gift-edu/index.html 

�How do families, schools and 
the government collaborate to promote gifted education? 

Government 
Formulate policy on Gifted Education 

Families 

School 
Provide school-based gifted 
development programmes 
and counselling service to 
students 

Meet children's learning and affective needs 

https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/edu-system/special/resources/gift-edu/index.html


What is the gifted education policy in Hong Kong? �

The current policy on gifted education in Hong Kong was formulated in 2000 and is operated 
under a three-tier framework. Under this policy, the government encourages and supports schools 
to provide school-based gifted development programmes to meet the learning and affective needs of 
gifted students. "School-based" implies that schools are encouraged to develop gifted education 
programmes flexibly based on their unique cultures, strengths and resources to cater to the individual 
needs of students. 

The Gifted Education Section of the Education Bureau (EDB) is responsible for implementing the gifted 
education policy in Hong Kong. It adopts the three-tier mode and collaborates with primary school, secondary 
school, the Hong Kong Academy for Gifted Education (HKAGE),  and tertiary institutes in the implementation 
of gifted education. The following table shows the details of the three-tier framework: 

A Brief Introduction of the Three-tier Mode of Gifted Education in Hong Kong 

I i::;:m�:,:�:: I 

Level 1 : Whole-class 

All students in 
secondary and primary 

schools; no selection 
is needed 

All schools at 
primary and 

secondary levels 

In regular classrooms 
within school hours 

Infusion of the three 
core elements of 
gifted education into 
all curricula: i.e. high­
order thinking skills, 
creativity and 
personal-social 
competence 

Financial resources: 

Level 2 : Pull-out 

Outstanding students 
selected in secondary or 

primary schools 

Secondary and 
primary schools 

Inside school 
within or after 

regular school hours 

General enrichment 
programme: broaden and 
deepen the original 
curriculum in order to match 
with the learning needs of 
the gifted students 
Programme of key learning 
areas: Creative writing in 
English Language, 
Leadership training, etc. 
(For information on how 
individual schools nurture 
gifted students, please 
contact the school directly.) 

Capacity Enhancement Grant is provided for all primary 
and secondary schools by the government. 

Human resources: 
Professional advice from the Gifted Education Section is 
provided for schools, including the design and 
implantation of School-based Gifted Development 
Programmes 

Level 3 : Off-school support

Especially Gifted 
students  

EDB, HKAGE and 
tertiary institutes 

Outside school 
within or after 

regular school hours 

• 

EDB, HKAGE and 
tertiary institutes 

Providing learning 
opportunities for the 
exceptionally gifted 

students in the form of 
specialist training outside 

the school setting



Gifted Education Section of the Education Bureau

Address: Rm. E328, 3/F, East Block, Education Bureau Kowloon Tong Education
Services Centre, 19 Suffolk Road, Kowloon Tong, Kowloon

Enquiry telephone number: 3698 3472 

Enquiry e-mail: gifted@edb.g� 巫

Website: http://www.edb.!=jOV.hk/cd/!=je 

 

How can families and schools work together to nurture the gifted? 
Parents and schools should communicate closely to form partnership and work together to meet the 
learning and affective needs of the gifted children. 

Parents 

• Provide schools with
information about the
gifted child.

• Understand and work with
the gifted development
programmes at schools.

• Keep close contact with
their child's class
teachers and school
social workers to keep
track of the child's
behavior, emotions,
learning situation and
needs.

• Seek help from
teachers or school
social workers
whenever the child
experiences learning,
emotional or
behavioural problems.

Parent/School Partnership 

Parents and schools 

are partners 

They share and 

communicate 

with mutual trust 

and respect. 

Schools 

．藉ke the initiative to learn from 
parents the child's strengths 
and shortcomings. 

• Design and carry out gifted
development programmes to
cater for students'learning
and affective needs.

• Student guidance personnel
(such as school social
worker) provides
counselling advice or
collaborate with the student
support team to offer further
counselling service to

• When necessary, arrange
appropriate referrals for
students with learning,
emotional or behavioural
problems to educational
psychologists for
assessment or counselling.

http://www.edb.gov.hk/cd/ge
mailto:gifted@edb.gov.hk


What resources about gifted education 
in Hong Kong are available on the web? 

Education Bureau 

GiftedEducationSection 
http://www.edb.gov.hk/cd/ge 

Behavioural characteristics checklist for Gifted Students (Applicable to Parents) 
https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/major-level-of-edu/
gifted/guidelines-on-school-based-gifted-development-programmes/selection_12_eng.pdf 

"The Gifted Underachievers"booklet (Chinese version only) 
https://www.edb.gov.hk/tc/edu-system/special/resources/gift-edu/index.html 

Hong Kong Education City (Chinese version only) 
http://www.hkedcity.net/parent/academy 

(Tertiary institutes 
Faculty of Education, The Chinese University of Hong Kong 
http://www.fed.cuhk.edu.hk/pgt/ 
Programme for the Gifted and Talented. For enquiries, please call 2603 7 444 

Centre for Child Development, Hong Kong Baptist University 
http://www.hkbu.edu.hk/~ccd/ 

Gifted Education Programme for the gifted. For enquiries, please call 3411 7249 

(Other information 
Hong Kong Association for Parents of Gifted Children 
http://www.gifted.org.hk 
For enquiries, please call 3005 77 44 

https://www.gifted.org.hk
http://www.edb.gov.hk/cd/ge
http://www.hkedcity.net/parent/academy
http://www.fed.cuhk.edu.hk/pgt/
http://www.hkbu.edu.hk/~ccd/
https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/major-level-of-edu/gifted/guidelines-on-school-based-gifted-development-programmes/selection_12_eng.pdf
https://www.edb.gov.hk/tc/edu-system/special/resources/gift-edu/index.html



