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Aim of the “Seed” Project

& To develop students’ literacy skills through promoting text grammar with the use
of information technology

Objectives of the “Seed” Project

# To develop teachers’ capacity in:

supporting students in understanding the relationship between language and context as well as
how grammar contributes to the coherence and the structure of a text;

adopting effective teaching strategies to guide students to understand the use of grammar items
and structures to achieve different communication purposes in a text;

engaging students in applying grammar knowledge to create texts for purposeful communication,
where grammar learning goes beyond sentence grammar to text grammar; and

making effective use of e-learning resources to facilitate learning, teaching and assessment
activities for students to apply, consolidate and extend their grammar knowledge.




Other Focusses of the “Seed” Project

A Adopting an Inductive Approach in

| the Learning and Teaching of
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Planning & Implementation of the “Seed” Project
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Developing Students’ Literacy Skills



Connecting Reading and Writing
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Connecting Reading and Writing

_ Tryout 2
Reading Writing
" ) An Itinerary
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The Learning & Teaching of Text Grammar
with the Use of Information Technology



Extending Students’ Grammar Learning Experience from
Sentence Level to Text Level

Text type &
text
structure

Language
Promoting Text & context
Grammar with

the Use of
Information
kchnology

Tone, style | Communicative

Qegister \purposes




Analysing Language Items and Structures at Text Level

(Tryout 1)
Repetitive structure across paragraphs

Festival name + Light + Where? + When? + What do people do?

UEES —>  Festivals of Light

What you
are going to Light plays an important part iN MaNY ...ttt s e e e s sae et s eesse e
read about —-
On the longest night of the year, people in Iran light big bonfires
and stay up all night with family and friends to celebrate the
Yalda Festival. The Iranians believe that the light from the
L =3
In Thailand, people celebrate a light festival called Loi Krathong every
November. They gather beside rivers at night and release small boats
inti called krathongs onto the water. They light a candle in
Descrlptlons Of Body - L1 3 =SSO

the 3 festivals

On 11th November, children in Holland, Belgium and other
countries in Europe celebrate Saint Martin’s
DAY, e e b e b e et b bee e b e e ebbes beeerren
children visit their neighbours’ homes. They carry lanterns
and sing songs. As they go from door to door, they receive
sweets and other treats. .




Analysing Language Items and Structures at Text Level
& Use of graphic organisers: To help students see the overall organisation of the text

Festivals of Light

Festival Name Yalda Festival Loi Krathong Saint Martin’s Day
Light Bonfires Candles in krathongs |t
(small boats)
Where? Iran Thailand Countries in Europe
When? The longest night of November 11t November
) the Year
Light big bonfires Gather beside rivers | Children
What do Stay up all night at night * visit their neighbours’ homes
people do? with family & Release small boats |+ c4rry lanterns and sing songs
friends onto the water _
* receive sweets & other treats




Analysing Language items and Structures at Text Level
(Tryout 2) Repetitive structure across paragraphs

Scenic spot + Location + Time + Activities

What you are going to

read about

Descriptions about the
3 scenic spots -

Invitation to readers

Movie Magic Tour

s The tour will begin at the|HgRgKeng
Film Archivelin Sai Wan Ho ar 10 a.m.

show you around the Archive. You'll

also watch a special film about Hong Kong

10

: Lunch >
Lunch is going to be at Midg/Cafelin

Temple Street. Both the cafe and Temple

After lunch, a coach will take you to Shaw
Studios in Tseung Kwan O. You'll arrive at

the studios at 3 p.m.

20 s | introduce you to the

history of Shaw Studios.

This is a tour that movie fans won’t want to miss...

—

NIEWELINTAIM To sequence events




Analysing Language Items and Structures at Text Level
& Use of graphic organisers: To help students see the overall organisation of the text

Movie Magic Tour

Watch a special film

Morning Lunch Afternoon
Place Hong Kong Film Archive Mido Cafe Shaw Studio
?
Where? Sai Wan Ho Temple Street Tseung Kwan O
When? 10 a.m. Lunchtime 3 p.m.
: Meet the guide PRl e
What do peopledo? |+ Go around the Archive Have lunch

history of Shaw
Studios

Why do people go there?

e Famous for their many
/ appearance in Hong

Kong films and TV series.




The Processes of Learning Grammar

I Reasoning
Hypothesisi

Structuring &
Restructuring

What learners can find out for themselves is better
remembered than what they are simply told
(Ellis, 2003).

The
Inductive
Method

The discovery process can promote greater depth of
processing and engagement on the part of the learners,
which in turn results in more significant learning
(Larsen-Freeman, 2003).

Automatising I

Hedge, T. (2000) Teaching and learning in the language classroom . Oxford University Press.



The Processes of Learning Grammar

Reasoning .
| Hypothesisi’ e Hypothesising the grammar rule

Noticing the specific language patterns in texts

The
Inductive
Method

e Structuring the grammar rule in mind

Structuring & I
e Restructuring it & applying it in new contexts

Restructuring

AutomatiSiy I e Automatising the grammar rule & using it naturally

Hedge, T. (2000) Teaching and learning in the language classroom . Oxford University Press.



Analysing Language Items & Structures with

the Help of Information Technology

Reading

Engaging Students in Noticing the Target Grammar Items

(Tryout 1)

Student copy (Text 2)

1) Underline (Colour: Green) the pronouns (e.g. “He/She/It/they/her...”); and
2) Circle (Colour: Red) the word(s) that they refer to.

The Festivals of Light

. Light plays an important part iff many festivals @round the world. Here are a few ofthem.
Inductive

Method

In Thailand, peoplekelebrate a light festival called Loi Krathong every
November. They.gather beside rivers at night and release small boats
called krathongs onto the water. They light a candle in the krathong

and make a wish as it floats away!

(Tryout 2)

Highlight all the “Time". Circle the
prepositionin front of the time.

A tour that will be fun for all movie fans is ‘l-.‘alkih‘r@

You'll have a chance to learn about Hong Kong's rich movie history

and to visit a real film studio

Morning
Afternoon



Analysing Language Items & Structures with
the Help of Information Technology

Reading
Engaging Students in Hypothesising the Grammar Rule
(Tryout 1) (Tryout 2)
What is the use of the pronouns? When do we use “at” & “on’¢
The l()llL: l\()ll&
; To talk about words mentionedin = =
Inductive previous sentences.
Method To connect ideas.

“at” - time, e.g. at 10am
“on"” > day, e.g. on Sunday, on 28" March
“in” = month, year

e.g. in March, in 2017




Analysing Language Items & Structures with
the Help of Information Technology

Engaging Students in Structuring the Grammar Rule &
Applying it in New Contexts

(Tryout 2)

Writing

Structuring & (Tryout 1)

Restructuring — -
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Analysing Language Items & Structures with

the Help of Information Technology

Grammar Learning goes beyond Sentence Level to Text Level

®What is the sequence of descriptions in paragraphs 2, 3 and 4?

Place Location Tim ivi
- - ime - Activity

Afternoon

After lunch, a coach will take you to Shaw

Studios in Tseung Kwan O. You'll arrive at

the studios at 3 p.m. for a private tour, in

Raising students’ awareness of the connection

(repetitive structure) across paragraphs

Movie Magic Tour

The tour will begin at theHGRgIKGHE
Film Archivelin Sai Wan Ho at 10 a.m.

show you around the Archive. You'll

also watch a special film about Hong Kong

Lunch is going to be at Mide Cafelin

——

Temple Street. Both the cafe and Temple

After lunch, a coach will take you to Shaw
Studios in Tseung Kwan O. You'll arrive at
the studios at 3 p.m.

_ history of Shaw Studios.

This is a tour that movie fans won’t want to miss...

A tour that will be fun for all movie fans......cccvveneen,



Analysing Language Items & Structures with
the Help of Information Technology

Grammar Learning goes beyond Sentence Level to Text Level

Grammar item 6: imperatives

* Book your tickets now!

Verb Object Time

imperative

Discussion Questions

1. Where is the subject? No subject

2. Why do we use such a sentence pattern? Call for
action / To give instructions /
To make an invitation

Raising students’ awareness of the
communicative function of the grammar item

(imperative) in the text

Movie Magic Tour

;

5 The tour will begin at the|HGAgIKGHE
Film Archive in Sai Wan Ho at 10 a.m.

show you around the Archive, You'll

also watch a special film about Hong Kong

Lunc! is going to be at Mide Cafelin

Temple Street. Both the cafe and Temple

After lunch, a coach will take you to Shaw

Studios in Tseung Kwan O. You'll arrive at

the studios at 3 p.m.

.............................. | introduce you to the

_ history of Shaw Studios.

A tour that will be fun for all movie fans.....c.ccvc e,

This is a tour that movie fans won’t want to miss...

Invitation to readers



Apply Grammar Knowledge in Context

ﬂepetitive structure\

across paragraphs

$
Time
$
Location

4
O UD LENEN:

Grammar Learning goes beyond Sentence Level to Text Level

¥
Activities
. /

Title

Introduction

Sub-headings
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Promoting Assessment for / as Learning in
the English Classroom



Purposes of Assessment

Self-directed

T pupose | eyassesor TS

Assessment as Self-monitoring & self- Student
Learning correction or
adjustment
¥ ¥
Assessment for Information for Teacher / Students §
Learning teachers’ instructional 0
decisions, attainment -
¥ ¥
Assessment of Judgments about Teacher
Learning placement, promotion,
attainment

Adapted from Lorna (2003) Assessment as Learning. Using Classroom Assessment to Maximise Student Learning. Thousand Oaks, Ca, Corwin Press.

23



Extending from Assessment for Learning to
Assessment as Learning in the English Classroom

Setting / Relating to
adjusting P | Role of Teachers

prior

learning goals knowledge

y
A
/

» Sharing of learning objectives / goals

Q Self-reflection/ M . Ggldlng §tud§nts to make connection
monitoring process with their prior knowledge

' Taking actions | Considering . : , ,
O . arangeof | Explicit teaching of learning strategies

Improvement b : strategies /4

* Revisiting the learning objectives / goals

* Providing constructive feedback

Source: Lorna (2003) Assessment as Learning: Using Classroom Assessment to Maximise Student Learning. Thousand Oaks, Ca, Corwin Press.



Extending from Assessment for Learning to
Assessment as Learning in the English Classroom

L Setting / :

Setting / Relating to adjusting their
learning goals for

adjusting prior : the speaking
learning goals knowledge / activit
g - .‘: y

Improving '\
their | Applying their °

recording to prior
Q Self-reflection/ achieve their knowledge of |
o goals pronunciation J
monitoring process ; \ '
Ml Creating their own

" Taking actions | Considering eBook

to make arangeof
|mprovementl_, - . strategies

speaking Making use of °

performance the recording /
reading aloud
vature ’

Source: Lorna (2003) Assessment as Learning: Using Classroom Assessment to Maximise Student Learning. Thousand Oaks, Ca, Corwin Press. 75



Extending & Consolidating Students’
Learning Experience with the Use of
Information Technology



Consolidating Students’ Learning through
Creating their e-Books

Reading - Writing

A Feature Article
(e-Version)

A Feature Article

Content Content
- Festivals of light /+ Festivals of light
Organisation ™y " ;,-’Organisation |
A feature article . Text type: A feature artlcle e e | Text type: A feature article
from the » Repetitive structure | e ' » Repetitive structure Creating their own
, across paragraphs . [P EnTe | across paragraphs e-Book
textbook unit | v
Language features '. ,, , Language features
* Simple present tense; s = |\ * Simple present tense
* Pronouns . . ' ‘¢ Pronouns
(Sample from 1C)
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Consolidating Students’ Learning through

Creating their e-Books

Support _
TPk ¢ Vocabulary learning

Visual * Understanding of the topic
Modes

P

|+ Ownership of their work

| » Speaking skills development

\ Learning

| Q)tivation

age * Repetitive structure across paragraphs
* Development of ideas




e-Books Created by Students

Including different modes of representations

.

Creating their
own e-Books

Videos

N

Audio clips




Impact on Teachers and Students



Fewer grammar ttems could be

Impact on Teachers introduced acatime tosupporcthe  majority of the stuslents
less able students in particular. were able to discover the

forms and functions of

A sense of ownership of

: the target grammar ttems
learning was strengtheneo . )
T, ; with teachers’ scaffoloing
with the tncorporation of e-

and the use of the app.

resources, b particular in the
process of creating thelr own
e-books.

The connection between
s & 4 reading and writing
Text , \ tasks was strengthened,

Grammar

' delighted to see
that stuodents are
able to apply the
repetitive patterns
learnt in the recent
writing test,

Sowme of the students with
SEN were more willing to With the use of the app, students have
participate in the learning become more engaged tn the Llearning
activities and complete the Many of the students weve critical about their speaking tasks as they had to subwiit their
tasks with the use of e- performance in doting the recording for their e-books and work upon comepletion and thelr work
learning tools, maole biprovement to their work appropriately. would be shared on the screen,




Impact on Students

: _ Data Collected from the Post-Tryout Student Interview
Literacy skills
[ would definitely use the language patterns ’
and organisation learnt tn my future writings. It is fun to make Learning
| . RSN my own e-book. s
" —- g motivation

[ like process writing because
after getting feedback from
the teacher, t can Learn from
my wmistakes and make

We are more engaged tn
doing the grammar
practice using NearPod,

Lmprovement,
It is more fun to Llearn grammar
t could understand the content of the reading text more ustng NearPool and the iPads. 1 can
66{5&& whew the teacher hi@hti@h’ced the matwn Lodeas to us remenber the Qravmar ttevws better.

using computer,



Impact on Students

Data Collected from the Post-Tryout Student Interview

Highlighting the grammar ttems helps

me remenmber the use of the grammar
Ltems better.

i e O [ felt meuch wore comfortable
speaking tn front of a tablet
tnstead of my classmates,

[ found the app “Book Creator” very
useful because 1 can read my
writing again whew doing the
recording, [ would take that
opportunity to refine my draft as
well,

Through creating my owwn e-book, |
have a better understanding of the
language features of the writing
task and the pictures of the e-book

The ‘Read to Me’ function of the Book help me remenmber the newly Learnt
Creator helped me pronounce unfamiliar vocabulary,
words.




Future Plans

The two packages will be re-runin S.1

“Grammar in text” approach is adopted
in S.1 and S.2 curriculums

“Multimodal text” is adopted in both
senior and junior forms

Introduce e-books to the S.2 curriculum

Continue to explore new e-learning
platforms




