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Major Updates of the ELE KLACG (P1-S6)

Catering for the Needs of SEN and Gifted Students     
in the Mainstream English Classroom

Integrative Use of Generic Skills

Values Education 

STEM Education (including entrepreneurial 
spirit) & Reading across the Curriculum

e-Learning & Information Literacy

Literacy Skills Development

Learning and Teaching of Text Grammar

Extending from Assessment for Learning to 
Assessment as Learning

Integrative Use of Generic Skills

(CDC, 2017)

Values Education

Extending from Assessment for Learning to 
Assessment as Learning



Aim of the “Seed” Project

To develop teachers’ capacity in:

exploring the effective use of print and non-print visual texts (e.g.
posters, advertisements, videos) in supporting students’ development
of reading and writing skills;

adopting effective teaching strategies to guide students to process and
produce visual texts and engage them in the critical analysis of how
visual texts can be exploited to achieve different communication
purposes; and

designing suitable learning, teaching and assessment activities to
develop students’ abilities to process and create visual texts with the
use of e-learning resources (e.g. e-platforms, application software,
mobile devices).

To develop students’ literacy skills through promoting the use of visual texts.

Objectives of the “Seed” Project





Posters

TV Commercials

Films

Websites Advertisements

Books

Living in a World where Visual Images are 

Becoming Increasingly Important

Information is 

presented as a 

combination of words
and images.



Developing Students’ Ability to 

Process and Create Visual Texts

Receptive Skills
Developing students’  ability in 
reading, viewing, understanding and 
responding to visual texts 

Productive Skills
Developing students’ ability in 
creating visual texts within which 
different modes of representations 
may occur simultaneously

Visual

Digital

Spatial

Visual Texts are texts that include images 
(still/moving or multimodal) or which have a 
combination of images and another medium such as 
written texts and audio.

• Walsh (2010). Multimodal literacy: What does it mean for classroom practice? Australian Journal of Language and Literacy. 33(3), 211-239.
• Department of Education WA (2013). First Steps: Viewing Resource Book. The Government of Western Australia.

Generic Skills
Developing students’ generic skills, e.g. 
critical thinking skills, creativity, IT skills, 
through processing and creating visual 
texts

Visual Texts 



Communicative Purposes of Visual Texts

(Examples)

• Travel websites (To explain)

• Films (To entertain)

• Cooking shows (To instruct)

• TV Commercials (To persuade)



Analysing Visual Texts

Representation Interaction

Composition

1. What information 
does the text present?
(e.g. Who? Where? 
When? What is 
happening?)

2. How is the viewer 
connected to the text?
(e.g. the relationship 
between the characters/ 
with viewers, the 
message to be conveyed)

3. How does the text format affect the meaning?
(e.g. framing, colour, music, layout, design)

• Kress G. & Van Leeuwen T. (1996). Reading Images: The Grammar of Visual Design. Routledge, London.
• Department of Education WA (2013). First Steps: Viewing Resource Book. The Government of Western Australia.



Reading

Connecting Reading and Writing 

Content
• Theme / Topic

Organisation
• Text type
• Text structure within & across 

paragraphs

Language features
• Choice of grammar items & 

structures
• Choice of vocabulary
• Purposeful communication

Writing

Multi-
modal 
texts

audio

visual
text
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e-Learning & Information Literacy



Creation of Visual Texts

Identify an important message to convey
Evaluate which visual and verbal features are effective in conveying 
the message
Select effective features to include in the visual text

Presentation 
Slide

Poster Video





Planning & Implementation of the “Seed” Project

End-of-the-year 

Evaluation

Sept - Oct
2017

Oct JunApr MayFeb-Apr
2018

Nov

Development

Tryout I

Implementation

Co-planning Tryout 

Tryout II

Development Implementation

Co-planning Tryout 



Integrating the “Seed” Project into the School-based 

English Language Curriculum







Analysing Visual Texts

Representation
1. What information does the text present?

(e.g. What is wearable tech? What are the features and functions? Examples?)

• Infographic

• Video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hrLX8Woiak8

https://www.getelastic.com/the-rise-of-wearable-tech-infographic

• Article

The Rise of Wearable Technology



Analysing Visual Texts

Interaction
2. How is the viewer connected to the text?

(e.g. the relationship between the characters/with viewers, the message to be 
conveyed)

• The convenience and benefit wearable tech can bring

• A positive impression of wearable tech

(It’s hip / amazing / magical

-> create a desire for ownership)

Communicative functions: 

• to describe

• to promote



Analysing Visual Texts

Composition
3. How does the text format affect the meaning?

(e.g. framing, colour, music, layout, design)

Video
Visual effects: cute animation, colourful presentation 
-> the fun element, target at young people
Visual aids: explain concepts and vocabulary (sci-fi accessories, hologram)
Audio input: voiceover
-> Multi-modes of representation to facilitate understanding
-> how to write an attractive introduction (e.g. rhetorical question, friendly tone)



So, do you know those super fancy sci-fi 
movies? You know, the one in which you just tap 
a badge to teleport to another world; or project a 
cool hologram from your watch? But futuristic 
things like that aren't so futuristic at all. You 
can actually get some of those sci-fi accessories 

already.

Good morning, everyone. Today, I would 
like to talk about wearable technology.  I 
will first talk about what it is. Wearable 
technology, or in short, wearable tech, refers 
to smart electronic devices that can be worn 

on our bodies. These include…

Introduction – Version 1

Introduction – Version 2

Audio Input



Analysing Visual Texts

Composition
3. How does the text format affect the meaning?

(e.g. framing, colour, music, layout, design)

Infographic
Visual features, graphic design (a comparison table between articles and infographics)
Present information with charts, graphs, data and headings
Lower language demand
-> Make information simpler and easier to digest



Analysing Visual Texts

Composition
3. How does the text format affect the meaning?

(e.g. framing, colour, music, layout, design)



Analysing Visual Texts

http://www.ivan.cash/infographic-of-infographics/



Analysing Visual Texts

Composition
3. How does the text format affect the meaning?

(e.g. framing, colour, music, layout, design)

Graphic organiser
Understand the text structure
-> Deconstruct reading texts to make comprehension easier
-> Make use of mind maps to give presentations
-> Apply organisation skills in writing plans to improve text structure





Vocabulary building

Fashion items Definitions

Flared Jeans Jeans that are bell-shaped and wider from the knees downward

Power Blazers Blazers with very thick pads that make wearers look like having broader 
shoulders

Denim Jumpsuits One-piece garments with sleeves and legs

Sheath Dresses Dresses that fit close to the body

Knee-High Boots Boots that rise to the knee

Polka Dot Dress Dresses with large circles on it

Ascot Blouses Woman’s upper garments with a broad necktie

Leopard Print Pattern of the fur of animals

Maxi Dresses Ankle-length flowing dresses 

Swing Coats Coats cut so as to swing when wearers move

Batwing Sleeves Long loose sleeves with tight wrist, resembling the wings of a bat

Mini Skirts Very short skirts with hemlines several inches above the knees









Creation of Visual Texts

Identify an important message to convey
Evaluate which visual and verbal features are effective in conveying 
the message
Select effective features to include in the visual text







Language Input



Source of input to enrich 
content of students’ creative 
output



Guidelines for creating digital infographics

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=43wQSLfOLWg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=43wQSLfOLWg&feature=youtu.be






Analysing Visual Texts

Representation
1. What information does the text present?

(e.g. Who? Where? When? What is happening?)

• The importance of the Ocean

• Individual plastic waste

• Seriousness and significance of marine pollution

• Animals it affects

• Call for action: reduce plastic waste



Quantify individual waste 
for self-reflection



Presentation Slides

Outline main ideas
Pre-teach language items



Sample text: Speech

Connect reading and writing:
Text type
Content
Contextualised language input
Persuasive strategies



Vocabulary building





Posters

Poster 1 Poster 2

Poster 3 Poster 4

Poster 5 Poster 6

Poster 7
Poster 8

Poster 9 Poster 10



Analysing Visual Texts

Interaction
2. How is the viewer connected to the text?

(e.g. the relationship between the characters/with viewers, the message to be 
conveyed)

Message to be conveyed – reduce plastic waste

• It takes years or even hundreds of years to decompose plastic 
waste

• Plastic waste ends up in the ocean and causes serious pollution 
and suffering of marine life

• Plastic waste poses a hazard to marine life

• Actions should be taken to reduce plastic waste



Analysing Visual Texts

Composition
3. How does the text format affect the meaning?

(e.g. framing, colour, music, layout, design)



Analysing Visual Texts

Composition
3. How does the text format affect the meaning?

(e.g. framing, colour, music, layout, design)

Poster 11





Creation of Visual Texts

Identify an important message to convey
Evaluate which visual and verbal features are effective in conveying 
the message
Select effective features to include in the visual text







Image 1 Image 2

Image 3 Image 4

Poster





Good use of idiom

Good use of 
colours: 
Black 
(death/pollution)
and red 
(blood/danger)

If – Type1 to 
highlight possible 
result

You message
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Post –writing Speaking Activity

 unlimited speaking practice
 getting the quiet ones heard
 facilitating peer learning and self-directed learning



 reviewing recording as self-evaluation
 celebrating successes



Facilitating Peer Evaluation with the Use of e-platforms

 making students be more aware of the assessment criteria
 displaying an overview of students’ opinions





Impact on Teachers

Learning 
Motivation

e-Learning

Visual 
Texts

Literacy 
Skills

e-Learning has enhanced lesson 
dynamics, allowed instant 
feedback and more interactions 
among teachers and students.

The use of visual texts has 
greatly enhanced students’ 
creativity which makes 
marking their writing a 
pleasurable task.

I’m delighted to see 
that students are 
able to apply the 
language items 
and persuasive 
strategies learnt in 
the year-end 
writing exam. 

The connection between 
reading and writing 
tasks was strengthened 
with contextualised
learning tasks. 

The less able students with 
low learning motivation 
were more willing to 
participate in the learning 
activities and complete the 
tasks with the support of 
visual texts. 

A sense of ownership of 
learning was strengthened 
with the incorporation of e-
resources, in particular in the 
process of creating their own 
visual texts.

With the use of the app, students have 
become more engaged in the learning 
tasks as their work would be shared on 
the e-platform and evaluated by their 
peers.

Many of the students were critical about their speaking 
performance in doing the recording for their videos / 
presentations and made improvement to their work 
appropriately.



Impact on Students

(Data from Questionnaires)
The use of visual texts can enhance the development of students’ literacy skills.

1(i)a I find reading in English difficult because of

a) the content of the text

b) the vocabulary used in the text

c) the grammar used in the text

62%

Often / Sometimes

Strongly Agree / Agree

Data Collected from Pre-tryout Student Questionnaires

Data Collected from Post-tryout Student Questionnaires
1(ii)e

1(iv)

2(i)a

2(i)b

2(i)e

The visual features (e.g. graphics, layouts, colours, fonts, charts) in the text can
help me understand the use of persuasive strategies (e.g. metaphors, emotional
appeal, contrast) better.

Reading/Viewing visual texts helps me understand the text features and
presentation of ideas in the texts more easily.

I can apply the content I have learnt from the reading materials, including visual
texts, in the writing tasks.

I can apply the language items and structures I have learnt from the reading
materials, including visual texts, in the writing tasks.

I can apply the organisation I have learnt from the reading materials, including
visual texts, in the writing tasks.

66%

91%

85%

84%

85%

84%

57%



Impact on Students

The use of visual texts can enhance the development of students’ literacy skills.

89%

Strongly Agree / Agree

Data Collected from Post-tryout Student Questionnaires

2(iv)

2(vi)

The experience of creating visual texts (e.g. posters, videos) can help

a) enrich and organise my ideas in writing

b) enhance my vocabulary learning

c) enhance my confidence in speaking

d) develop my research skills

e) develop my generic skills (e.g. creativity, problem-solving skills, critical
thinking skills, communication skills, collaboration skills).

Creating visual text can help me put my message across more effectively.

91%

93%

84%

91%

94%



Impact on Students

The use of visual texts can enhance the development of students’ literacy skills.

1(i)a

1(i)b

1(ii)a

1(ii)b

1(ii)d

2(ii)

2(v)

2(v)

The use of graphics (e.g. illustrations, photographs) can help me understand the
text more easily.

The use of videos can help me understand the text more easily.

The visual features (e.g. graphics, layouts, colours, fonts, charts) in the text can
help me understand the content better.

The visual features in the text can help me understand the vocabulary better.

The visual features in the text can help me understand the writer’s intention
better.

I am able to create/write a text that includes visual features to convey my
message.

When I have writing activities from my English teacher, I

a) plan before writing (e.g. using a mind map)

f) proofread my work before submitting it to my teacher

When I have writing activities from my English teachers, I

g) improve my work based on feedback from my classmates

h) improve my work based on feedback from my teacher

96%
70%

94%
70%

86%
73%

95%
79%

91%
62%

90%

72%

83%
59%

91%
53%

85%
56%

88%
58%



Impact on Students
e-Learning can enhance the development of students’ literacy skills.

95%

Strongly Agree / AgreeData Collected from Post-tryout Student Questionnaires
1(i)d

1(i)e

2(vii)

3

The use of the Internet (e.g. Google search, online dictionaries) can help me
understand the text more easily.

The use of e-platforms/apps (e.g. Edpuzzle, Kahoot, Nearpod, Google Classroom,
Explain Everything) can help me understand the text more easily.

I enjoy creating visual texts in my writing activities.

I enjoy e-learning activities in English lessons.

91%

90%

92%



Data Collected from the Post-Tryout Student Interview

Impact on Students

The visual texts helped me 
visualise ideas and new 
words. I can remember the 
language items and 
persuasive strategies better. 

We were more 
engaged in 
reading tasks 
using visual 
texts.

I did not want to read written 

texts, but I was willing to take 
the first step with the support 
of images and videos.

The visual texts provided the 
context to help us better 
understand the use of language 
items (e.g. the causal 
relationship in conditionals).

I could understand the main ideas of the 
reading text more easily when the teacher 
highlighted the main ideas to us using 
graphic organisers and visual texts. 

I would use the visual features, 
language items and text structure 
learnt in my future writings.

Literacy skills

Learning 
motivation



Data Collected from the Post-Tryout Student Interview

Impact on Students

I have learnt the persuasive 
strategies through visual texts 
and I will use them in my 
writing to impress my readers. 

The visual texts helped us 
understand the reading 
texts better, especially 
when there are many 
unfamiliar words.

It was fun to learn with 
the apps (e.g. Kahoot, 
Nearpod) which gave us 
instant feedback and 
allowed more interaction.

We have developed research 
skills and self-learning 
skills as we searched for 
information and checked 
definitions using online 
resources to become 
independent learners.

The creation of visual texts allowed us to 
unleash our creativity and gave us huge 
satisfaction.

Visual texts
e-Learning



70

Demonstrating Learning Outcomes in the 

Yearly Writing Examination



• Developed materials to be integrated into the new school-based English Language 
Curriculum

• Use of visual texts and e-learning integrated with learning and teaching across 
levels and cross-curricular learning (LaC)

• Introduction of assignments and assessments with visual features

Future Plans




