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Sharing on the first tryout 



Overview of Tryout 2

Output 
(End Tasks):

Art Work

Create an art work (shape poem/ 

drawing/origami/model) of an animal 

and take a photo of it

Writing

Write a description about the  animal 

(features, problems it faces & how we 

can help conserve it)

Speaking

Make a recording based on the 

description to introduce the animal 

(e-learning)

Input:
Reading/Viewing

 a shape poem about the blue 

whales (language arts)

 4 reading texts in LEAP 4A: Unit 7 

(Our amazing natural world) 

(magazine pages)

 an information book (On Safari)

 a video clip on animal welfare 

 an article about animal 

conservation

Context: The school is going to set up a new Environmental Protection Club to promote the message about loving our nature. The 
first activity which will be organised is about ANIMALS. Your English and General Studies teachers would like all P.4 students to 
help by introducing some animals to your schoolmates and your parents. 

You are going to choose an animal which you like, and  
make an artwork of it; 
write a description about it; and 
make a recording of the description. 

 the theme (positive values/attitudes)

 target reading/writing skills

 target vocabulary items

 target language items and structures

 connecting Ss’ learning experiences in 

EL and GS



EL GS

Content

• Features of animals

• Animal welfare 

Text types

• Information texts: 

expository 

• Pictures/illustrations

• Tables Language features

• To describe 

• To compare and 

contrast 

• Characteristics and interesting 

facts of animals

• Problems which the animals 

face 

• Classification of animals

• Features of animals

• Animal welfare 
• Magazine articles

• Information book

• Video clips 

• Illustrations  

• Poem

• Information texts about 

animals

• Photos

• Tables

• Compare and contrast 

• Information literacy

Language items & 

structures 

• Comparatives and 

superlatives Skills Development

• Compare and 

contrast 

• Information literacy

Input on and 
assessment of 
concepts and 

knowledge 

Explicit teaching of skills 
for reading and writing

Teaching of thematic 
vocabulary and target 

structures

Additional input of ideas

Assessment of reading 
and writing skills 

• Compare and contrast 

• Information literacy

Connecting Students’ Learning Experiences between English Language & General Studies

Amazing Nature

Appreciating the wonder of the nature Loving and caring for the animals Respect for the environment



Tryout 2

Develop reading skills (e.g. 
working out meaning of 
unfamiliar words using 

contextual and pictorial clues)

Learn about the target language

structures

(i.e. the use of comparative and

superlative adjectives to describe

natural features, ask and answer

questions about weights, lengths and

heights (how heavy, how long, how

tall, how high))

Learn about the target 
vocabulary items

(i.e. natural landscapes, man-
made things, features and body 

parts of animals, threats to 
animals)

Learn about the text features 
of an information text (e.g. 

Table of Contents, Glossary, 
Fact Box)

Connect students’ learning 
experiences in EL and GS 

[Features and classification of 
animals, animal conservation] 

Foster positive values and

attitudes (i.e. understanding the

threats faced by the animals and

showing compassion for them,

understanding the importance of

animal conservation)

Learning Objectives:

Develop writing skills

(i.e. writing a description of an 
animal, discussing the threat(s) 

it faces and suggest what we 
can do to protect them)

Develop students’ information

literacy (e.g. raising awareness

about accurate use and reliable

source of information,

respecting intellectual property)



 Introducing the shape poem 

 Some pictures are used to illustrate the meaning 

of vocabulary

 Making use of the audio file (before and during the 

lesson?)

 Reading it aloud with the students 

Observation – Development of reading skills 
and strategies 

 Working out the meaning of unfamiliar words/ 

texts by drawing/ real objects 

e.g. ‘shape poem’/ ‘If we put Everest at the 

bottom of the Pacific Ocean, we wouldn’t see the 

mountain top.’

Use of real objects 

Use of drawing 



 Able to work out the meaning of unfamiliar words using pictorial clues
 clear explanations of “pictorial clues”  (two-way) 
 letting students see the need of using the pictorial clues

 Good use of guiding questions (e.g. ‘squashed’: +/- meaning  look at the facial 
expression  Is the mountain happy/ sad/ in pain?Why is the mountain not feeling 
comfortable? What is happening to the mountain? See the arrows?  Arrows 
pointing each other  Keep pushing together meaning of ‘squashed’)

 Able to use symbols to indicate the 

contextual clues to help Ss learn the 

unfamiliar words and develop 

referencing skills

Observation – Development of reading skills 
and strategies  (cont’d)

Use of pictorial clues to work out 
the meaning of unfamiliar words 



How to help Ss read the shape poem better? 

 Use of cursors/pen to trace the line on the 

screen for Ss to follow

 Add multi-modal elements by making use of the 

audio file of the shape poem

Suggestions – Development of reading skills and strategies  (cont’d)

Use of guiding questions

While-reading: Read aloud? Silent reading?

 Text features of information book 
e.g. Table of contents, no specific order to read, use 

of glossary, fact box  show Ss how to read an 
information book



Suggestion -Development of reading skills and strategies  (cont’d) 

Make good use of KWL chart 

To activate 
background 
knowledge

To 
summarise
what they 

learnt 

To develop 
a purpose 

for learning

K-W-L charts are graphic organisers
that help students organise information 
before, during, and after a unit or a 
lesson

More pictorial clues can be used

e.g. adding pictures for “safari”, “Jeep”, etc. 



Observation – Leveraging e-learning 

 Effective use of Padlet

- serve different purposes (input of ideas; grammar check not a must)

- the importance of debriefing ( + / - student work)

 Good use of the tools on Zoom to facilitate L&T 

(e.g. inviting students to highlight on the screen, use of Chatroom 

function, voting by ‘raising hands’)

 Efforts made to maintain interaction on online classes 

(e.g. use of breakout rooms) 

Activities on Padlet

Use of breakout rooms for the 
colour-coding activity

Students answered 
questions on Chatroom

Use of breakout rooms for the 
post-reading activity: fill in the 

chart

Students “raise their 
hands”



Observation – Leveraging e-learning (Cont’d)  

Making use of breakout rooms to enhance student-student 
interactions

 Ts go to each room from time to time to monitor the 
progress
 Ss are not willing to speak/ don’t know what to do

Arrange “little teachers” to help their classmates, so 
as to boost their confidence in answering questions

Pre-teach Ss some phrases for inviting others to talk 

Suggestions:

What do you 
think? 

How 
about you? 



Observation – Grammar learning and teaching 

Good attempts in letting students “notice” the form (colour-coding) 

(Two different approaches adopted to conduct the colour-coding 

activity – teacher-guided vs breakout rooms)

Good use of props to explain the use of 

comparative and superlative adjectives 

Raise students’ awareness of the 

correct form (e.g. taller, higher, lowest) 

(Use of Kahoot to test Ss)

Raising students’ 
awareness



 Introduce the objective/ purpose of the colour-coding activity 

before it starts

 Draw students’ attention to common mistakes, correct input 

correct output 

Suggestions– Grammar learning and teaching (Cont’d) 

Correct input 
correct output 



Observation – Adaptation and 
enrichment
 Making use of videos for vocabulary explanation 

 Showing Ss live shows of elephants and koalas to arouse 
their interest

 Animal card games changed to Kahoot (able to see if Ss
understand, can involve all Ss --> reteach)

 Making appropriate adaptation and modification to cater 
for the needs of students (e.g. enriching the content on 
PowerPoint, adding an extra lesson on reading the reader 
‘On Safari’)

Adding Kahoot to replace 
Animal Card activity 

Adding PPT to explain 
‘intellectual property’

Video for explaining 
vocabulary 

Showing live shows of 
animals

Introducing extra 
vocabulary items



Observation – Animal Conservation 

 Cross-curricular collaboration 

 understand students’ prior knowledge on the topic 

 select appropriate reading materials for Ss

 Video-viewing activity 

 connect Ss learning

 help Ss understand the reading text

 Jigsaw reading (a passage about animal conversation)

 adaptation: jigsaw reading

 Ss underline the problems the animals are facing and 

circle the solution in the breakout room

General 
Studies

English 
Language 



 Cut out some parts of the reading text

 Go through the reading text again to arouse Ss’ memory before moving on to 

check the answers on the mind map

 Invite Mr Thomas to read aloud the reading text or play the audio of it 

 Enhance Ss’ reading skills development by asking Ss how they can find the 

answers from the text and what the contextual clues are

 Teach ways to tackle difficult words, e.g. use more pictorial clues instead of 

relying on the Chinese translation (cage, tusks…)

Suggestions: 



Student Work
Final task: Introducing an animal





 Ss are serious with their writing 

 Their work shows that they are able to connect their learning experiences 
in GS

 Some wrote a passage with a good structure

 A good variety of students' work  Ss can choose to write, record and draw

 A wide range of animals can be found in students' work, reflecting their 
interests

 Ss read others’ work and give comments

 T shows good samples to Ss

Observation – Writing 

Good demonstration 
from T

Ss record their writing Ss give comments to 
others



Able to use  
the 

superlative

Able to make use 
of ideas from the 

shape poem

Able to tell what 
problem the 

animal is facing

Able to give a 
solution to the 

problem

Able to make use of 
the vocabulary 
item from the 
shape poem

Able to use the 
superlative

Able to give 
details of the 

animal, e.g. food, 
habitat



Able to give details 
of the animal, e.g. 

features, food, 
habitat

Able to tell what 
problem the 

animal is facing

Able to give a 
solution to the 

problem



Able to give 
details of the 
animal, e.g. 

features, food, 
habitat

Able to tell what 
problem the 

animal is facing

Able to give 
solutions to the 

problem

A nice picture!

Ss read each others’ work and 
give comments 

A piece of writing 
with nice structure



Enriching the learning and teaching activities 

Create a poster that summarises
and advertises the book 

Write a list of things learnt from 
the text/book and then make a 
quiz for the class 

Design a game based on “On 
Safari” for their classmates 

Reading skills development

Take out the pictures and ask 
students to add and draw them

After reading the article/book, 
what are the 2 questions you 
have that you could research to 
find more about? 



Enriching the learning and teaching activities 

Design an animal card/a fact sheet/profile/leaflet

Showcase of learning outcomes:
 Setting up an exhibition for the animals living 

in specific landscapes (e.g. “The 4A Ocean”) 
- playing of recordings  
- workstations for students to introduce 

their animals to the visitors and display    
their art work

 Visits by other classes 
 Voting for the best art work/introduction 

Writing a story with a moral 
(animal conservation)

Final products



Post-tryout Student Surveys



Q1 – Reading skills and strategies 
(Part A)
Q2 – English learning activities 
(Part B) 
Q3-7 – Attitudes and perception 
towards RaC (Part C)



Part A: Reading skills and strategies
I have used the following reading skills and strategies when I read the story “A World 
Without Water” and the information book “On Safari”. (You can choose more than 
one item.)



Part B: English learning activities
Which of the following activities have helped you learn more about the topic “Loving our nature” ? (You may 
choose more than one item.)



Part C: Attitude and perception towards Reading across the Curriculum

If you agree/strongly agree, please explain 
how it helps you learn better.

 Learn more vocabulary:  學多啲生字 / 幫助我學習英文的
詞語

 See the connection between two subjects:  因為可以把不
同的資識結合 / 同意因為知識結合 / 這樣就可以學到動
物的知識和英文 / 因為我們可以透過英文書知道常識科
的資料 / 因為就算你不會英文，但如果你學會常識的,你
也可以推測到意思

 Help understand the content: 更易明白 / 容易明白

 Deepen and broaden their learning: 加深認識 / 可以重溫
/ 我可以在各兩科目學習新的知識,重溫舊的知識 / 因為
我可以學到很多知識 / 我覺得可以學多啲

 Lessons are more interesting: 令我覺得比平常上課更有
趣，讓我更加專注地上課 /  有助提升我學習能力



93%



90.3%



79.7%



74.2%



How did the tryout experience differ 

from your usual teaching practice in 

the reading and writing lessons?
 lesson time

 learning & teaching 

strategies/activities/materials

 assessment culture

What are the effective 

strategies that you can identify 

from the tryout experience for 

enhancing students’ language 

skills and promoting RaC?

What is your observation of 

students’ performance?
(e.g. learning attitude, responses in 

class, engagement in learning & 

teaching activities, development of 

language skills)

How would you improve the 

tryout plan? 



Concluding Remarks & Way Forward 

 A taster for RaC: 

 A mini-scale curriculum mapping (P4) conducted to identify suitable themes and topics as entry 

points 

 Aligning the teaching schedules of the two KLAs 

 To promote RaC: 

 An awareness-raising process 

 Vertical continuum 

 Take students’ ability (language competence & cognitive ability) into consideration

 Make reference to the school’s major concerns 

 Consider teachers’ (EL & other KLAs) readiness

Collaboration with other KLAs 

 Modes of collaboration

 Design of L&T activities 

 Integration and application of knowledge and skills 

Connecting the Dots



Way 
forward


